
COLLECT & READINGS St Cuthmantide Festival

COLLECT  
Loving Father,  
who filled Cuthman with a love of the Gospel  
and the desire to make you a house 
 [in this place] for your glory:  
inspire us, who honour his memory,  
to build up your church in hope and faith and love;  
as we look for the day when we and all your saints 
will fill your heavenly temple with our praises; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 

FIRST READING Genesis 28.10-17 
A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came 
to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 
put it under his head and lay down in that place. And 
he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord 
stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 
and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, 
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south; and all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever 
you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will 
not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely 
the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!’ And he 
was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.’ 

PSALM Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said unto me : We will go into the 
house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand in thy gates : O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city : that is at unity in itself. 
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord : 
to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of 
the Lord. 
For there is the seat of judgement : even the seat of the 
house of David. 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper 
that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls : and plenteousness within 
thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions’ sakes : I will wish 
thee prosperity. 
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : I will 
seek to do thee good. 

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:13-22 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one 
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, so that he might create 
in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God 
in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near; for through him both of us have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints 
and also members of the household of God, built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 

GOSPEL John 2.13-22 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at 
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling 
the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will 
consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can 
you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ 
The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up 
in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

POST COMMUNION 
Father in heaven,  
whose Church on earth is a sign of your heavenly peace, 
an image of the new and eternal Jerusalem: 
grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage 
that, fed with the living bread of heaven,  
and united in the body of your Son,  
we may be a temple of your presence,  
the place of your glory on earth, 
and a sign of your peace in the world;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
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