Church
Magaziiy




Steyning Parish Church,
1Vicarage Lane, Steyning BN44 3YL
Vicar: The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA 879877

vicarofsteyning@amail.com or rectorofashurst@gmail.com

CHURCH SERVICES

Mothering Sunday
Will be celebrated on Sunday 19 March at the 9:30 Eucharist
Do come and join us and stay for coffee afterwards

St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s
Every Sunday
8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service
9:30am Sung Eucharist (19 March, Mothering Sunday, Music Group
Eucharist.)
6:00pm Evening Service (5 March Reflections service see advert P9)
(19 March Choral Evensong)

St James’s
10:30am Second Sunday Family Service
Fourth Sunday Holy Communion

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK
Maundy Thursday, 6 April
7pm Last Supper Liturgy at Steyning
Good Friday, 7 April
12pm Liturgy of the Cross at Steyning
2pm Stations of the Cross at Ashurst
7:30pm Sacred Concert at Steyning: Faure’s Requiem

A full programme of Holy Week and Easter Services will appear
in the April magazine.

Parish Office Address:
Penfold Hall, Church Street,
Steyning BN44 3YB Tel: 813276
office@steyningparishchurch.org

www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator: Pat McMullan.
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PASTORAL LETTER

Dear Friends,

Many of us might struggle to name our favourite Christian hymn
given that we need different hymns for different moods and times,
not least for the season we know as ‘Passiontide’, the latter part of Lent that begins
this year towards the end of March. Hymns sung earlier in Lent focus on penitence
and the need for new repentance. From Lent 5 onwards our focus becomes the
cross, and the cost and sadness of our Lord’s sacrifice.

What'’s your own favourite hymn for Holy Week and Passiontide? There are a lot to
choose from, traditional and modern. My own choice became well-known since it
was set to music at the end of the First World War by the composer John Ireland
(1879-1962), who retired to one of our local Sussex windmills. His tune is beautiful,
and the text of the hymn is profound. It was written much earlier by the Puritan,
and sometime Dean of Bristol, Samuel Crossman (1623-1683). The poem
(published in 1664) reflects the depth of Crossman’s own devotional life and re-
minds us how we can’t properly celebrate Easter unless we have taken the time to
walk with our Lord in the Liturgies of Holy Week:

My Song is love unknown;

my Saviour’s love to me.

Love to the loveless shown,

that they might lovely be.

Oh who am |, that for my sake

my lord should take frail flesh, and die?

fr Mavk



FROM THE EDITOR:

As we acknowledge the huge impact on everyone in Ukraine now that this war is in
its second year, our thoughts and prayers continue to be with them all, and their
leaders. We hold before God those families who have found refuge within Steyning
and Ashurst including all those who worship with us. As this magazine is finished
the total numbers of dead in Turkey and Syria continue to rise beyond 45, 000.
Please keep this huge humanitarian disaster in your prayers. (see P 28)

The picture on the cover this month is by Charles Plessard, The Temptations of
Christ. Gouache on paper from Sacred Art Meditations.

We welcome back the gardening page for the busy season ahead. Thank you
Robert.

The whole of March is Lent, but there are some days of celebration within that
time. St David’'s Day is one that | particularly love, as | went to a\Welsh School,
learnt some Welsh, and sang regularly at the concert at The Albert Hall to mark St
David’s Day.

Good News, (to counteract the bad news we hear) has started this month, but it
needs your help. Could you send in a small paragraph about an act of kindness that
we can share together? The address: steyningchurchmag@gmail.com

PARISH REGISTERS

FUNERALS
20 January 2023 lan David George Mumford Died 14 December
26 January2023 Geoffrey (Geoff) Chalcraft Died 12 December

SUNDAY BULLETIN

The weekly Sunday bulletin sent from the Parish Office gives all the information about
services, news and events.
There is also the list of those needing our prayers. If you would like to receive the bulletin
please contact:  office@steyningparishchurch.org or ring 01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests please contact:
prayers@steyningparishchurch.org or ring 01903 813276
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PRAYER DIARY FOR MARCH

Wednesday 1 March Ember Day
St David’s Day

Almighty God, who called your servant David to be a faithful and wise steward of
your mysteries for the people of Wales: in your mercy grant that, following his
purity of life and zeal for the gospel of Christ, we may with him receive the crown
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Friday 3 March Ember Day

Saturday 4 March Ember Day

Sunday 5 March The Second Sunday of Lent
Sunday 12 March The Third Sunday of Lent
Sunday 19 March The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Mothering Sunday
Monday 20 March Joseph of Nazareth

God Our Father, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph the
carpenter to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and husband of the Blessed
Virgin Mary: give us grace to follow him in faithful obedience to your commands;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Saturday 25 March The Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed
Virgin Mary

We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace into our hearts, that as we have known
the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his cross
and passion we may be brought to the glory of his resurrection; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Sunday 26 March The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins)



PAUSE AND PRAY FOR PEACE

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,
reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and
comfort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring.
Lord may your Kingdom come, and your will be done.

We pray that people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that
there will be provision of essential food, power and clean water; for vulnerable
people who cannot flee.

That refugees will find safe places to stay. For healing for people who are
wounded or have experienced trauma; and comfort for those who are grieving.
We pray that international leaders will know wisdom and understanding, strength,
courage and compassion.

Ukrainian citizens ask that we pray:

« That God would intervene in the situation and stop the violence

« For God’s wisdom for the presidents and authorities of both countries

« That God will care for those who are in danger, especially for Ukrainian people
who have lost their loved ones, for His comfort and protection over them and
the church

Please also pray for Russia:

« That God will comfort Russian families who have lost their beloved ones

We pray for all whose lives God of mercy, We pray for the people of
have been touched by tragedy, Turkey and Syria following the recent
whether by accident earthquakes.

or a deliberate act. We mourn the death and destruction,
For those who mourn, and pray for those who have died and
immerse them in your love those who grieve.

and lead them through this darkness Lord, bring them comfort, strength and

into your arms, and light.
For those who comfort,
be in both the words they use

renewed hope.

Sustain and guide all responding to this

and all that's left unspoken; disaster. Grant all courage and resilience,
fill each heart with love. as they rebuild their lives and

We ask this through Jesus Christ, communities.

whose own suffering brought us life, Lord, bring them comfort, strength and
here and for eternity. Amen renewed hope.

John Birch




TEMPTATIONS

Nearly all of March this year is the holy time of Lent and there are 40 days
designated as a period of fasting. But Lent can also be seen as a time of contrasts
because within these 40 days each Sunday is not counted, and so becomes a feast
day. Fasting v feasts. Because these 40 days are there to be a mirror to the 40 days
Christ spent in the wilderness and was tempted, we again have the contrasts of
temptations and sin v the grace of forgiveness; wilderness wandering v hope and
life.

During Lent this year | am hoping | can follow the whole of the Diocesan Lent
course taking time to think about the questions it will pose each week, and learn
from the wisdom and life journeys of those | meet with. Also | want to consider the
above contrasts and how | can learn from Jesus’ temptations to come to a deeper
understanding of temptation and the wilderness, because the devil is real and seems
to have an uncanny knowledge of me and all my weaknesses, many of which | am
loath to admit to here on this page.

The apostle Peter warns us about the devil:

“Be alert and of sober mind.Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

Peter means that the devil takes over the whole person by constantly luring you
into sin and a sparkling wilderness, and away from trying to live as Christ taught.

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 6:13)

It is very often hard to recognise the devil because the disguise and stealth are

matched completely to our weaknesses. In the passage chosen for this month’s
magazine (Matthew 4: 1 - 11) the devil is trying so hard to think of where Jesus
might feel vulnerable and weak.

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in
all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15)

This quotation from Hebrews shows that Jesus’ three temptations are all about
everything and anything that could be thrown at us: the temptation of turning stone
into bread - exploiting hunger; the temptation of the challenge to jump off the high-
est point - to prove to everyone greatness and power; the temptation for easy
personal gain by worshipping the devil - using our lust for more.
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Temptations cont’d

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”

This is how Matthew Ch 4 begins after the story of Jesus’ baptism. He was led out
into the wilderness, probably alone, though we are not told. Jesus then spent 40
days there fasting and praying, and later he was known at other times during his
ministry to go into a desert place to pray. 40
days is a long time to be away from family and
friends.

It is good to be in church to pray with others,
but it is also important to find time to be alone
to pray and be still with God so God can fashion
us. We talk today about being in a wilderness or
desert place when we experience hurt, violence,
depression, rejection, sickness, addiction, darkness etc and it is at these times that
we find we have barriers that are separating us from God’s grace and love. God is
there in the desert waiting for us, and it is there that we, like Christ will be alone
with God and in tune with God. In the wilderness we learn a lot about ourselves
because we can have our lives stripped right back, and it is then that we can learn
and understand more about God.

The devil waited many days before he pounced - Jesus was really hungry - but
pounce he did. With each temptation Jesus replied with Old Testament scripture,
and there was nowhere for the devil to go but retreat, and in this year of the Old
Testament it is good to remember how important this section of the Bible is.

Fasting during Lent is so often thought of in terms of giving up food, but here are
some other thoughts.

Fast from impatience and be filled with patience; fast from selfishness and be filled
with compassion; fast from worries and trust in God; fast from complaining and be
positive; fast from pressures and be prayerful; fast from pessimism and be filled with
hope; fast from grudges and be reconciled; fast from words so you can listen.
Adapted from “Lent: Wandering in the Wilderness” p20

Repentance and forgiveness are the way forward from whatever you decide for your
Lent. We cannot find fulfilment on our own, but we will in the peace and love of
Christ.

Chris Fitton



“Repentance and forgiveness are the way
forward from whatever you decide for your
Lent”.

These words are in the last paragraph on
page 8, Temptations.

Come and create time for yourself on
Sunday 5 March and allow yourself to
quietly reflect on the wonderful power

and peace of forgiveness. o e,
Sunday 5 March, 6pm
6 p m Steyn | N g Paris h C h u rCh All are welcome to attend this short, informal time of
watching and listening to our Lord.
The Parish Church of St Andrew

& St Cuthman, Steyning

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) JANUARY

Having been asked to provide some information about matters discussed or decided
at meetings of Steyning’s Parochial Church Council, let me start with a disclaimer —
in no way is this an official minute of any meeting, rather a brief outline of the more
important points relating to our church community.

Meetings begin with a prayer, and a reading or brief address from Fr Mark, as
chairman of the meeting. After the usual formal introductory business the January
meeting began with discussing a church growth project, in which we had been invited
by Bishop Martin to take part. It involves working with another church in the
diocese, from a different deanery;in our case the parish of St Mary and St James in
Littlehampton. They are at the high end of the Anglo-Catholic tradition, and although
sharing the need to grow they have different issues from us: a smaller, though
younger congregation, a larger parish population, though mostly in a deprived area, a
listed building on the ‘At Risk’ register, and a severe shortage of funds. Several
meetings, in person and by Zoom, are planned and the diocese has produced videos
to watch. The PCC agreed in principle with the standing committee decision that we
should take part, as our Five Year Plan mirrors the project closely. However, we have
reservations about whether — unless more people can get involved — we can afford
to spend the time that the diocese is recommending.
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PCC Report cont’d

Two other topics up for discussion, although not directly concerned with Steyning,
were the announcement by the College of Bishops about same sex unions and the
Church Commissioners’ decision regarding transatlantic chattel slavery. The first was
relatively easily dealt with — although some PCC members have the view that
‘marriage’ as such is not appropriate for same sex couples, others thought
restrictions on marrying in church were not appropriate in today’s climate.

However, the Bishops’ compromise on allowing blessings in church by clergy who
were happy to carry them out was considered a positive step in the right direction,
though many of us would like to see faster progress.

The Church Commissioners’ decision to set aside £100 million as ‘compensation’ for
the CofE’s past involvement in slavery was more controversial. The basic difficulty is
that the funds such as the ‘Queen Anne’s Bounty’, dating back to 1704 administered
by the Commissioners were built up partly through investments in the slave trade.
Two distinct points of view emerged, one that the present-day value of the funds had
grown so much that an apology backed by £100 million was inadequate retribution,
while on the other hand, with so many parishes in severe financial difficulty and an
inability to maintain funding for adequate levels of clergy, it was inappropriate to be
diverting this sum elsewhere, which could do so much to help the present church
grow. However, there was agreement to send a motion, proposed by one of our
deanery synod representatives, that a proper and wide-ranging debate should be
held at all levels of the church.

The actual business began with a review of our five year plan, reporting on progress
so far and identifying a few areas which, although ‘nice to do’ at the time, were not
vital components in our move forward. Under Mission and Discipleship, we are well
on the way to being in a position to appoint a families and children’s worker,
following a generous response from our congregation. The ‘introduction to pastoral
care’ sessions had been useful and well received and were continuing. Links with the
wider community, including Wednesday Coffee, the Community Fridge and plans to
reopen the church office on a daily basis were all going well. As part of Churches
Together, we are now involved in regular worship at Croft Meadow care home. A
Pilgrim course is now under way. We are working towards an Eco Church
accreditation.

As part of the ‘revival’ of the Parish Office, the Communications group is working
towards migrating our various databases and spreadsheets to the ChurchSuite
platform, which will help make communicating much more efficient, particularly with
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PCC Report cont’'d

regard to the weekly email bulletin and fortnightly mailings. The group is putting
together a‘welcome pack’ containing various information sheets. The standing
committee had approved the purchase of an office print machine with a
maintenance contract, which will save a substantial amount of time and money by
not having to use commercial printers or expensive-to-run inkjet machines for the
magazine, service sheets etc.

The Projects and Fundraising group has been working with the Friends of Steyning
Parish Church towards appointing fundraising consultants to help finance the
building improvements under the five year plan. In the same vein, we will be holding
initial discussions with the diocese and local council regarding the planning, heritage
and conservation issues for the improvements.

Under finance, the PCC was shown the year end figures from the accounts, which,
as expected, showed a deficit on the year although, thanks to our treasurer, the
overall balance sheet still looks reasonably healthy. The 2023 fees for weddings and
funerals were approved.

The PCC received the usual updates about safeguarding, church schools (being
pleased to welcome Revd Neill Stannard as chaplain to the Grammar School as well
as his duties as vicar of the 3Bs parish) and the electoral roll.

The Fabric committee reported on the usual struggle to maintain an ancient Grade
1 listed building in good order, the perennial problem of damp in the tower having
been particularly notable this year. When our architect undertakes his quinquennial
inspection he will be asked to make recommendations. The north aisle roof repair
had been scheduled to start in early February. Among the minor works soon to be
undertaken were re-laying some loose stones in the churchyard path, re-staining the
main external door and finishing and erecting the new sign board by the lych gate.
We continue to pay close attention to fire and security.

After some further short verbal reports, the meeting concluded with the Grace.
Bill Thomson

Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God penetrate our life and in
this way to know the fundamental truth: who we are, where we
come from, where we must go, what path we must take in life. -
Pope Benedict XVI
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

World Day of Prayer service on Friday 3 March

The theme of the 2023 World Day of Prayer service
comes from Ephesians 1: 15-19. 'l have heard about your
faith' . Paul's letter to the Christians in Ephesus was
written to them as a source of encouragement at a time of
great adversity. | have taken much of the information written here from the World
Day of Prayer service booklet which we will all be given as we congregate together
on the day.

This year the service has been written by Christian women of Taiwan. Taiwan has
been isolated internationally for decades. As of April 2022, only 13 of the 193 UN
member states have recognized Taiwan as a sovereign
country. China continues to claim Taiwan as its
sovereign territory although a large majority of
Taiwanese reject reunification with China. Although
we rarely see it reported, China is harassing Taiwan on
a daily basis. According to Reuters the risk of conflict
Is now at its highest level for decades. The people of
Taiwan are very much in need of our support,
encouragement and our prayers.

Come and share with Christian women of St James, Ashurst; The Hub, Beeding; St
Peters Church, Beeding; The Methodist Church, Christ The King and our church of
St Andrew and St Cuthman, all in Steyning. Please come along to take part in this
positive and uplifting service to pray together with women around the world.

You are all welcome to join us.

Christ The King at 2pm on Friday 3 March

Elizabeth Brown
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UPDATE FROM THE TOWER

Since the last news from the bellringers, we have been busy on our normal schedule
of ringing at Steyning. It seems a long time ago that we were busy ringing for the
extra services at Christmas, including the quick turn round between late on
Christmas Eve and then Christmas morning.

| At the end of
l January, we had
il another ‘away
day’, a Saturday
out and about
ringing at a
selection of four
towers in the
county.
Supported by
two regular
visitors, we

I enjoyed ringing
% on the bells at

2% Ardingly, West
Hoathly, Worth
and Balcombe. This was all good experience, especially for the more novice
members of the band. In the evening we met up again for a social, when Judie and
Bill Thomson were able to join us.

Looking ahead we will be marking the Coronation in the traditional manner with
extra ringing, and this will be in company with churches across the country. You
may have even heard or seen publicity regarding the “Ring for the King” project,
when it is hoped that all church bells in the country will be rung at some stage over
the Coronation weekend.

David Kirkcaldy
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SAINT OF THE MONTH

GEOFFREY STUDDERT KENNEDY, PRIEST (1883-1929)

Studdert Kennedy was the son of a priest and was educated at Leeds Grammar
School and Trinity College Dublin where he gained a degree in classics and divinity,
He was ordained priest in 1908 and, after curacies in Rugby and Leeds, he was
appointed Vicar of St Paul Worcester in 1914. He felt moved to volunteer for
service as a military chaplain on the outbreak of War and served in France from
1916 to 19109.

He became known as Woodbine Willie because of the
cigarettes he distributed to the troops alongside the New
Testaments he also gave them. In 1917 he was awarded the
Military Cross for his bravery in entering ‘no man’s land’ to
comfort the injured and dying.

After the War Studdert Kennedy became Incumbent of St
Edmund, Lombard Street in the City of London as well as
acting as Chief Missioner for the Industrial Christian
Fellowship. The War had persuaded him to embrace
Christian Socialism and pacifism and he became a powerful advocate of the working
classes. He had suffered from asthma since childhood and his indifferent health
together with his relentless workload of leading missions across the country led to
his early death in 1929 at the age of 45.

His funeral took place in Worcester attended by large numbers of First World War
veterans and poor people. The Dean of Westminster Abbey refused burial in the
Abbey on the ground that Studdert Kennedy was a socialist - even though he had
never been a member of any political party. In the Church Calendar he is
commemorated on 8 March.

Studdert Kennedy will be remembered for his gift of communicating the Gospel to
ordinary people who had been alienated from the Church. He produced several
volumes of poetry;

Indifference, written on the next page, is typical -
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Saint of the Month cont’d

“When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed him by,

They never hurt a hair of him, they only let him die;

For men had grown more tender; and they would not give him pain,

They only passed by down the street, and left him in the rain.

Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do’,

And still it rained the wintry night that drenched him through and through;
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see.

And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary.”

GOOD NEWS

Our former curate, Fr Stephen Mills, is embarking on the next phase of his priestly
journey. He was collated and inducted by the Bishop of Brixworth on Sunday 19
February, as vicar of St Mary’s, Finedon, in Northamptonshire. His new parish is
notable, as well as having a large historical Grade 1 listed church building, as the
former parish of Revd Richard Coles, the well-known musician, broadcaster, writer
and Strictly Come Dancing contestant. Fr Richard has now retired to East Sussex.
He leaves big boots to fill - we are confident Stephen will prove well up to the
task.We send our prayers and good wishes to Stephen and David.

Bill Thomson

DIOCESE OF
CHICHESTER

Year bf the
0Old Testament

|oin us tor @ yeor of study, rellaction and discovery

Proclaiming the

Mystery of Faith

20232025

YEAR OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

There are groups meeting to follow this course. You
can still join for Lent. If you are interested please
speak to Fr Mark for more information.

Each of the sessions in the course will look at an Old
Testament passage alongside some art and discussion
points and relate our thoughts to Jesus and the Holy
Spirit.

You can also follow the course for yourself.

https.//www.chichester.anglican.org/lent/
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GEOFFREY CHALCRAFT 1935 - 2023

Geoffrey was born on the 22 September 1935 and called Steyning his home for his
entire life. Raised not far from his home in Mill Road, he was the second of four
children, growing up alongside his older brother Keith and two younger siblings, John
and Jean.

So it is unsurprising that he was to meet the love of his life, Marjorie, at school in
Steyning, and he would later marry and devote the rest of his life to her.

Geoff and Majorie went on to raise three boys together - Peter, Paul and Andrew.

A memorable time in Geoff's life (and one he would continue to tell stories of to his
grandchildren - Daisy and Laney) was when he completed his national service in the
RAF. A trip of a lifetime that sun seekers could only dream of - Geoff spent a year
stationed on the island of Gan in the Maldives. On his return Geoff went to work
for two local companies as a television engineer, and many of the local community
got to know him a bit too well! More often than not he would fix their TV's and
end up spending the afternoon watching the cricket with them.

He later went on to become a self employed TV engineer, as well as working for
Chalcrafts Funeral Directors - in which he took great pride, shown by the amount of
time spent polishing his shoes.

Geoff was a very keen sportsman and his love for football and cricket would remain
throughout his life. Being a member of and playing for Steyning cricket club had a
great impact on Geoff and his family - and he captained the Thursday 11 for many
years. After retiring from playing Geoff ran the Colts passing on his knowledge of
cricket to the youngsters of Steyning and making many lifelong friends.

Another great pride in Geoff’s life was being a Scout leader for the second Steyning
scout troop for many years. His three boys spent many of their summer holidays
at scout camp with both Mum and Dad on Brownsea Island.

Many of you will know Geoff for his love of walking the south downs and being
outside. Quite often he would say he was popping out for a quick walk, but would
return hours later having stopped to chat to virtually everybody he had met along
the way - passing on his knowledge of the local wildlife and community.
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Geoffery Chalcraft cont’d

During the winter months his three boys would be dragged up the hills come rain,
snow or shine and were made to bring home fallen trees, to be chopped up into logs
for the weeks supply of firewood.

But this is not the only thing Geoff is famous for around Steyning. Whether at cricket
club functions or parties, Geoff would always be the first one up on the dance floor,
dragging all the ladies up to join him using his special Geoff charm, but never
forgetting to check on his beloved Marge - making sure she always had her glass
topped up with Dubonnet and Lemonade.

As a family we feel very honoured and proud of the person that Geoff was and the
respect he was shown from everyone who knew him.

As you all will agree, the town and community have lost a great Steyning legend.
Andrew Chalcraft

DIVERSITY DAY SUCCESS AT THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

A Diversity Day
held at Steyning
Grammar School
was given a
unanimous thumbs
up from everyone
that participated.

Local primary
schools were
Invited to the ~
event which was an important mission to educate the next generation of diversity
ambassadors. It was a joint enterprise hosted by representatives from the school,
including its young diversity ambassadors, Billy and Demi, (pictured centre) and
National Church of England Education colleagues as well as Racial Justice Officers
from the Diocese, Godfrey and Martha.
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WHERE AREWOMEN MISSING FROM OUR SOCIETIES?

‘On average, more than five women or girls were killed every hour in 2021 by
someone in their own family, UN ODC and UN Women said in a report
published on 22 November 2022. The reports went on to state that ‘Of the
81,000 women and girls intentionally killed last year, 45,000 — around 56 per
cent — died at the hands of intimate partners or other family members.’

These statistics should be shocking. So many women and girls murdered simply for
being female. It's hard to think of such a barbaric reality happening every hour, of
every day. Every femicide tells a story of a woman or girl who has been failed in
some way. Failed to be believed, failed to be protected, failed to be supported.
What this latest report shows sadly, is that violence against women and girls remains
one of the most pervasive human rights violations globally.

Hearing new statistics each year with the situation seemingly not getting better, it is
hard to remember that violence against women is preventable. It is a choice made
by one person on another.

And this is not a problem in one or two continents, the issue of female femicide
happens in every continent, rich and poor, alike. Being a Christian is no protector
against femicide. Women have been killed, and sometimes their children too, by
their Christian husband.

At the heart of abuse and violence is power and control, with a sense of entitlement
and ownership of another person, often a woman.

Taking a heteronormative view, it's a man WHERE

are women
missing

believing that a woman is there to serve his needs _
and that her needs do not count, only his. That E:T; ;PE:W &
leads to control over a woman and reduces

choices and freedoms. If a woman breaks the
rules or refuses to ‘serve’ her man then abuse and violence can result,and in some
cases, death.

Report written by USPG in November 2022
Please join the whole of the Anglican Communion by highlighting this horrific

ongoing abuse and pray for an end to violence against women.
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SAMS

St Andrew’s Men’s Society Our next meeting:

is a meeting of a group of male John Edwards will give us a talk

members of Steyning Parish A ent|tle<]:£ - ot
: re your favourite hymns ancient,

Church and guests. We meet in the Victorian or modern"

Penfold Hall, beginning with a glass or

two of wine and nibbles. Then we Date: Tuesday 21 March
enjoy a talk. Do come and join us. Door_s_open at 3:45 for 4:00 start
Any enquiries please to Leonard Warner
(01903 812752)

PRAYER POINTS FOR MARCH

Thinking of all those who are hungry and struggling in Great Britain and for all
food banks

For the Community Food Bank in Steyning

Thanks for the signs of Spring and for the work of all farmers
For the PCC at both Steyning and Ashurst Parish Churches
For one person you know who is away from home

For all who live and perhaps work on Saxon Road

Note fo nelf :

Whem thimgs. feel
WM,WM;
.mMatam

. One Aok ot o Tome
.m_é_ag,_ataiim

. We offer ourselves, all that we are
and all we have; to serve You faithfully
and with love for all people

FCN
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CUP O'TEA AND A SANDWICH VICAR?

The sad tales of decent folks losing their homes seem to haunt us these days. You
feel helpless in the face of the careless indifference of those in charge. In the midst
of all this distress | found myself remembering some of those | have known who
seemed to be resigned to, or even content with, a wandering lifestyle.

If you live in a house labelled “VICARAGE” you will be familiar with the infinite
variety of callers and their tales and requests; the fare to Maidstone (north Kent) or
to Newhaven (Sussex) being the simplest. But amid all these tales, amusing, fantastic,
ridiculous, frightening, and sometimes violent and drugged, | remember a few who
seemed very content with their lot.

| remember Smoky Joe when | was a lad before the war. He had all his possessions
in bags on an old bike (no tyres just rims) that he wheeled round the stockbroker
belt roads; my dad, the vicar, used to stop and chat to him — and no doubt slip him a
few bob as well. He was rude to everyone else! He would try to get remanded in
custody every December to receive the benefits of Christmas cheer in the cells. In
the end he died peacefully under a hedge on the common. The local press reported
his death and then discovered he was the son of a very influential local family who
were much embarrassed at being thus discovered, but that was his choice.

| remember Augustus John Bull — | know you think | make these tales up as | go
along, but that was his real name; he came round every few months, slept in the
church, collecting the hassocks for a mattress, till | was warned about fire risk from
his smoking, so he moved to the sheltered porch and only woke up when an early
worshipper trod on him. We bought new doormats for the porch instead of the old
threadbare ones and he was the only person who noticed. “Much more
comfortable than the old ones, thank you Vicar”.

He moved on when he had exhausted the generosity of my parishioners, and came
back when he reckoned the time was right for further hand-outs. | think the
taxation system of the Roman Empire worked on the same principle.

A kindly and knowledgeable neighbour arranged for him to be visited by a social
services officer at his residence — church porch, Old Road — to make sure he was
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receiving all his benefits. He was gone within half an hour! He knew what he
wanted — to be left alone.

| remember Cyril in my town centre; he went round three town centre vicarages
every morning for three breakfasts. When | left | discovered he had been sleeping in
my garden shed; | wondered if | should have declared him as a resident for tax
purposes!

| can’t remember whether it was Alice, or the Dodo or the Red Queen who said
every tale should have a moral; but | don’t think | am required by the editor to
provide one and | don’t think this tale has one, unless it be to remind us that there’s
nowt so queer as folk, and who are we to judge?

Senex

THANKYOU

Christine Lees has for so many years quietly and beautifully maintained the small
raised garden at the entrance to the Penfold Hall. Many of the plants you can see
growing have been donated by her to keep this very dry corner looking welcoming
to all who pass. She could often be seen with trowel and fork and watering can
taking such loving care over this small part of Steyning.
Sadly, owing to her health, she is unable to continue. The Penfold Hall Committee
and all the church members wish to thank her so much for all
1.1 she has done, and wish her well with her health in the years to
v | T n come. We do hope she has a good place to hang up her trowel
AR ' and fork in her retirement.

@

Thank you Christine

y Len Warner (Chairman of The Penfold Hall Committee)

St David’s Day

We celebrate St David’s Day on 1 March to mark the day this saint died in 589AD.
His remains are buried in St David’s Cathedral in Wales and to this day it is a place
of pilgrimage. In his day David was a great Christian and preacher, and helped form
monastic settlements in Wales and Southwest England. He reputedly made his
own pilgrimage to Jerusalem from which he brought back a stone that now sits in
an altar in St David’s Cathedral.
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MUSIC REPORT

The return of the Sacred Concert on Good Friday last year
with a performance of John Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ was a real
delight, and | am pleased to relate was very well supported.

This year the choir, together with our friends from The

Chanctonbury Chorus, will be singing Gabriel Faure’s ‘Requiem’ on Good
Friday, 7April at 7.30 pm. There will also be other shorter choral items and
organ music in the concert.

Entry is free and there will be a retiring collection.

Faure composed his famous Requiem between 1887 and 1890. Faure’s reasons for
composing this masterpiece are not very clear, but one possibility may have been
the death of his father in 1885, and his mother’s death in 1887. Between 1887 and
1888 Faure composed the first version of the work, which he called “un petit
Requiem” with only five movements, and this was performed at La Madeleine, in
Paris, on 16 January 1888. In 1890 Faure expanded his Requiem by the addition of
two more movements to complete the work as we know it today. This second
version was first performed on 21 January 1893 with Faure himself conducting,
again at La Madeleine.

| shall be writing another article about the Good Friday Sacred Concert in the
April Church Magazine with further details of the music and soloists.

Brian Sawyer. Organist and Director of Music

SAVE THE DATE

> QUIZ NIGHT FOR TWO CHARITIES <

SATURDAY 22 APRIL 7pm PENFOLD HALL

TIP OF THE MONTH

Try to save water by turning the tap off while brushing your
teeth, rinsing afterwards. In the shower, get wet, turn water off
to soap down and on again to rinse off. Apply the same principle to hair
washing. Also, make sure all your toilets have dual-flush buttons.
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FAMILY SUPPORT WORK

Martin and the FSW team write: B3 Family

. Support
“As always we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of Work
supporters in the run up to Christmas, but of course 2022 two

was even busier than 2021.

We sent out over 180 hampers, 80 turkeys and presents for lots of the children and
families that we work with. All of this is done to help reduce the cost of Christmas
for our families. For some of those who have the worst credit rating, the cost of
debt is rising rapidly and this support in kind helps reduce the need for a family to
borrow money whilst ensuring that the children don’t miss out.

Christmas is now a distant memory and so we are now looking forward to the year
ahead. We know that there are various events in the pipeline for families with
activities already planned for the half term (February) and Easter school holidays.

A residential weekend is planned at Dalesdown and the Arundel Foundation is
running a day for our families too.”

Financial worries and parenting problems continue to be the main
areas of concern for our families. Our support through the Winter
Fuel fund has been very much appreciated, particularly during the
incredibly cold period just before Christmas. Referrals to our service
are increasing weekly as more families become unable to cope on
their own.

December’s work in numbers:
. 338 visits and 845 remote support calls supporting 286 parents
and 345 children
. 38 supported meetings with other agencies
. 46 group activity sessions
. 373 food deliveries made, plus 80 Christmas turkeys
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PLANTS OF THE GARDEN FROM THE BIBLE

Madonna Lily - Lilium Candidum
Song of Song 2: 1, 2
The Madonna Lily traditionally has been associated with the
Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord and is a symbol of purity. In
earlier times it was much more plentiful than now in shel-
tered spots in Galilee. It was introduced into Europe during
the time of the Crusades and was very widely cultivated. It can be grown in this
country either in the ground or in pots. Plant the bulbs in the spring for summer
flowering, in a rich, well cultivated soil.
Judas Tree - Cercis Siliquastrum
Originally from Israel, this tree is also called the tree of Judah.
According to the Christian tradition it would be the tree on
which Judas hanged himself after betraying Jesus. The flowers
that bloom directly from the trunk symbolise the tears of o
Christ, whilst their deep pink colour represents the shame of " "”b'
Judas for his crime. It is an attractive small/medium tree for
the garden.
GardenTips for March 2023
1. Plant new Roses, shrubs and climbers. Plant in well cultivated soil
incorporating well rotted organic matter.
2. Prune Dogwoods, Willows, Cotinus right down to the base to promote
vigorous new growth.
3. Sow native wildflower seeds in trays or pots to produce plants for your own
mini - meadow.
4. Place slug barrier products around the new shoots of Hostas and other
susceptible perennials
5. Check that tree ties are not too tight and that stakes are still anchored to the
ground.
6. Place bug boxes or bundles of hollow stems in sheltered corners where insects
can lay their eggs.
Wishing you the joy and appreciation of the beauty of new life and hope in the
spring garden.

Robert Hill Snhook
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CELEBRATING THE STEYNING SOCIETY IN 2023

This year 2023 marks the Diamond Jubilee of the
founding of the Steyning Society in 1963. To celebrate
this significant anniversary we are announcing a new
Awards Scheme. Awards will celebrate those
individuals, groups or businesses who have contributed
major enhancements to the character and well-being of
Steyning and its local community in the last few years.

There are numerous projects and initiatives in
Steyning and surrounding areas making a
difference and supporting our communities. The
Society is very keen to recognise people’s hard
work and commitment.

So, we want to hear about your
nominations.

Examples include help for local residents and
groups, the creation of attractive new

buildings, the restoration of an old building or
feature, improvements to the local street scene,
such as planting and landscaping, or
environmental work to enhance the town or its
surrounding countryside.

The first awards and certificates will be presented at the Society’s AGM
on 21 April 2023 by the Lord-Lieutenant of West Sussex, Lady Emma
Barnard.

If you would like to nominate someone, a group or scheme for an award, please do
so by Friday 31 March 2023 via the Society’s website -
https://steyningsociety.org.uk
which sets out the timetable and criteria.

Just a simple nomination is all that is required.

Reading this 1 can think of so many wonderful projects that
have happened in our area, and how wonderful if you took a
moment to nominate someone. Go on ..... Do it now!! Editor
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A BIGTHANKYOU

Dear friends,

| just want to say a very big thank you
for all your prayerful support over the
time of my sister Janet’s short iliness
and her death two weeks later. | have
felt very loved and supported by you all.

For me it is a huge comfort and joy to
know she is with Jesus, who she loved
and served, but also a deep sadness.
Your love and concern has been a real
blessing - Thank you!

| thought I'd share with you an
adaptation of Psalm 23 that Janet
requested to be read at her
Thanksgiving service.

With love,
Gillian de Whalley.

Psalm 23 by Tanya Ferninandusz
The Lord is my Friend, ever by my side;

He is my Protector, Teacher and Guide.
He gives not all | want, but all that | need

To faithfully follow him in word and in
deed.

He offers rest, refreshment and renewal -
Physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.
He skilfully guides through confusion and
strife,

He gives meaning, purpose, and direction
to my life.

In tough times, he protects, and takes away
my fears,

In rough times, he comforts, and wipes
away my tears;

He’s quick to discipline, when | go astray,
But he’s always with me, he will never go
away.

When others condemn or mean things are
said,

He’s the Defender, who comes to my aid.

| know he has called me and set me apart,
To follow the purposes of his own heart.

Together forever - that's how we’ll be,
My Lord and me.

COMMUNITY

empty.

mmmTQOO

Do come and join us on aWednesday morning any
time between 10 and 11.30.Although several of our
visitors go across to the Church in time for the Wednesday
service, there are always plenty of people wishing to chat until the coffee mugs are

Elizabeth Brown and the Coffee Team

COME IN ... PLEASE
JOINTHETEAM FORA COFFEE ORTEA AND A CHAT ON
WEDNESDAY MORNING
10-11:30 IN THE PENFOLD HALL
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MISSION DIRECT

“Our vision is to demonstrate Christian faith through service to the materially poor and
most vulnerable around the world.

Our mission is to take volunteers overseas to work in partnership with local communities,
building hope and bringing change through practical and sustainable development.”

This is the Mission Statement for a small Christian Charity based in Hitchin, Hert-
fordshire, and Terry Clarke’s son Andrew gives them his time and skills and
expertise. Andy gives up just 2 weeks at a time to go to one of the poorest areas
in the world to give them the practical help they need. The Mission gives the areas
long term commitment, for example in Cambodia. Here they recently rebuilt a
school, Light of Hope, just outside Phnom Penh, but now the school numbers have
grown far beyond the capacity of the two existing toilets, so new ones are to be
built this year. Whilst there volunteers can use other skills and experience as well.

i Here there can be seen sustainable
change.

“The overriding conviction | have from my
| recent trip and from the testimony of our
overseas staff in all the countries where

PR lenges are that we face here in the UK,
S "'-‘-_} & which are genuinely significant for many of
“ Us, they still pale in comparison with the
challenges people face in vulnerable poor communities where we go. None of us need to
scavenge for food in the mud like these boys, and none of us need our children to forage
for food in local woodland rather than going to school.” Will Horwood, Chief Executive

Chris Fitton

Thought from The Editor:

| support charities that are connected with our Church, or our locality. This is a
wonderful opportunity to support a Charity that has a local connection through
Terry and Ruth Clarke, as well as doing innovative work with the most vulnerable.
Do go to the web site to find out more about volunteering or their work or
financial help. www.missiondirect.org
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TURKEY & SYRIAN EARTHQUAKE - A FEW FACTS

As | write the earthquake is only days old and sadly more and more bodies are
being found. The magnitude of the quake is quite shocking.

. The tremors were felt from Turkey, through Syria and as far away as Egypt,
Lebanon and Israel, a region around 12x the size of Belgium.

. The quakes were near to the surface of the earth, probably about 18k-10k
deep thus making the intensity of the shaking even greater.

. Because the East Anatolian fault which was responsible for the disaster had
been relatively quiet over the past few decades that explains in part the
tremendous amount of energy released by this disaster. The East Anatolian
fault line is virtually on the border of Turkey and Syria.

. There have been other earthquakes this year, but none as large as this, and this
is the largest Turkey and Syria have suffered this century.

. There was so much devastation because of low quality construction and a lack
of earthquake resilience.

We join with many holding all affected and all helping in our prayers.

NEW WEBSITE THE STEYNING SOCIETY
CHECK OUT OUR BRAND NEW Friday 17 March 19:00
WEBSITE at The Steyning Centre
'Worthing in the Bad Old Days - Riot, Beer
www.friendsofspc.org and the Word of God' by Chris Hare
GET NEWS OF EVENTS Chris is a well known Sussex historian. He

describes the extraordinary circumstances that

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE - .
lead to riots in the streets of Worthing.

CHURCH INTERIOR FROM THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME OR The doors are open at 19:00 and there will be
COME TO THE CHURCH. wine or sparkling elderflower (monetary
donations welcome) on arrival. There will also
: ) be a Bring and Buy table with Books, CD's,
tails of church history DVD's and Puzzles. Talk will begin at 19:30.
and recentevents Free to members and £3 guests.

Find out what the friends All very welcome to attend.

are planning for our www.steyningsociety.org.uk
: Registered Charity Number 269859
community

See photos showing de-
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THE ARTS SOCIETY FLOWERS IN CHURCH

Making Sport: Jane Austen and the tevnin hurch Elowers in
Art of Satire by Annalie Talent Steyning Church Flowers
Monday 13th March 2023 MARCH

Jane Austen was a gifted social satirist. Her novelsare  There will be no flowers in Lent.
best known today as love stories, but throughout her

work she takes delight in lampooning human folly and ~ April 8 will be church Easter
vanity. Austen was inspired by satirical writings of the decorating at 10am, and

18th century, but to what extent may she have been

influenced by the satirical art of her day? This lecture volunteers for this are needed

will explore links between the visual image and the please.

written word; it will draw on a range of satirical prints _

and consider how far these visual images may have Talk to Carol McKechnie for
influenced and inspired her. more information.

The Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, BN443XZ
10:00am - 12:00.

Free to members, £10 donation for visitors.

Carol McKechnie 01903812258

A BOOK FOR LENT?

Have you heard Sheridan Voysey on the Radio? | have, but had not thought to read
a book by him until | stumbled on “The Making of Us:Who We Can Be When Life
Doesn’t Go As Planned”, and now | am recommending this beautifully written book
to you. Not only was | taken along his pilgrimage with his friend DJ, following the
travels of the monk Cuthbert from the Holy Island of Lindisfarne to Durham where
the famed Lindisfarne Gospels were on display, but | was invited to reconsider
various questions about my life too. He gently invites us to think about What
makes us who we are? or What shapes our hopes and dreams? or How do we
adjust when things don’t go as we hoped? Can we recover if we make a choice
that’s less than perfect? None of these questions are done in a heavy-handed way,
but they weave into the story of Sheridan himself and also that of Cuthbert. This is
partly a travel memoir and partly a pilgrim’s journal that tells of trust in God’s
leading our lives, no matter where our paths take us.

Lent is a good time to consider pilgrimage, and if you cannot actually do one for
yourself, then do pick up this book and walk with Sheridan and DJ and allow
yourself to be confirmed in your belief that “whatever our job or career path - one
great river from which all the streams of life flow: to love God and love others” pos

Chris Fitton
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ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING

DIARY DATE
The meeting will be held in church after the 9:30 morning Eucharist

SUNDAY 16 APRIL

Do try and organise your morning so you can stay for this meeting as there will be
much to learn about the work of our PCC, including the building, the family support
worker and all the other work that comes under the 5 year plan.

If you are not already a member, and would like to have your name added to the
electoral roll, enabling you to vote, please contact Brian Hanson (812214)

JESUS IN THEWILDERNESS - EVERYONE

Jesus obeyed God in the desert. Draw a picture on paper or in your mind’s eye,
of someone you should obey

Even in the wilderness Jesus obeyed God. Who are the others we should obey?
Think and talk about why it is important to obey them.

Sometimes we don't want to obey parents or teachers etc. We want to do
things our own way. Think about and talk about why Jesus had to obey God and
then perhaps create a list of who we should obey.

ANAGRAM FOR MARCH

The anagram for March is:
PILGRIMAGE

REMEMBER: All words to have three or more letters, but only use each
letter once. NO capitalised words and NO plurals.

Send an Email to me if you wish to have an Image of the Magi!!

| did find one 8 letter word......

40 DAYS OF THANKFULNESS

Each day every member of the household will write down one thing they are
thankful for. Help those who struggle to write.

Pin up an A4 sheet (as many as you need) so everyone can see the contributions.
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JUST FOR FAMILIES

Lenten Word Search

GYPREPARETFESVE astes.
R KSFET CTITFTIRTC CASF  coopFray
GIVING
I DCSIHOLYUWETETEKSEG oo
CYNNEPURPLESTDO FORTY
PREPARE
CPPSINTESNNSNDO HOLY WEEK
PENANTCETEGOOTFTFRD @ OHE
PRAYER
NRLPOTIHVTINTITETRSTF PRAVER
0O FLGRSTITTITISGTIR SACRIFICE
SEASON
E O F S AAARGGHTIU OTI FASTING
RUCHTITYEVYTIRTP RGHD STATIONS
EGTISSTIERI RVONA
CROSSDSGRTIATITEY
AHSEASONRRETGCNS
GNITSAFTFORTYSSG

Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle /1883690

TALKTOGETHER -TEMPTATIONS

What kind of things are tempting to us?

Discuss what makes temptations a sin? Discuss about how we use things wrongly
and then maybe hurt other people.

Talk about who likes to be alone and just think? Who finds being on their own
for too long very hard? How can we help ourselves to not feel alone?

Talk about a time when you have felt really unsure about the future and very
alone. When have you been challenged or in difficulty? When have you had to
deal with or manage suffering?

Loving God, help us to work together and to share what we have so everyone has what
they need. Help us build a better world. Amen
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RECIPE FOR MARCH

CHOCOLATE FAIRY CAKES

S S

Ingredients ﬁ‘ i Q&
100g caster sugar @2 e 3
100g unsalted butter, softened y 3
2 large eqgs : 7 Wy S
1 tsp vanilla paste A‘ E)) =
80g self-raising flour . TS RS
2 thsp cocoa powder
% tsp baking powder

2 tbsp milk
For the icing LN T g

“These are quick cakes, but

75 softened butter made with love, to give to

150g icing sugar mum, nan or another special

40g cocoa powder lady for mother’s day.”

2-3 thsp milk

Method

STEP 1 Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line a 12-hole bun tin with paper
cases. Put the sugar and butter in a bowl and beat together until light and fluffy.
Gradually mix in the eggs and vanilla until combined.

STEP 2 Add the flour, cocoa powder and baking powder to the bowl and mix to
make a smooth batter. Fold the milk through to loosen. Divide the mixture be-
tween the cases using a spoon. Bake for 20 mins, or until a cocktail stick poked into
the centre of one of the cakes in the middle row comes out clean. Leave to cool in
the tin for 5 -10 mins, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.

STEP 3 While the cakes are cooling, make the icing. Beat together the butter, icing
sugar and cocoa powder in a bowl for 5 -10 mins, until you have a smooth, creamy
consistency. Add the milk to loosen if needed. Pipe or spread on top of the cooled
cupcakes

Jesus, thank you for calling me your child; Jesus, thank you for loving me.
Jesus, thank you for coming to earth to show me how to live; Jesus, thank you for
dying for me. Jesus, thank you for your grace and mercy.  Amen.
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COMMON FROG ?«?L%?E’ém

TRUST

My friend Alf passed away a few years back. He loved Sussex and he loved wildlife
but Alf’s real passion was amphibians: newts, frogs and toads. Alf loved them so
much his funeral service ended with that Paul McCartney Frog Chorus song. That’s
commitment for you. | spent the rest of the week with that annoying ‘bom-bom-
bom-aye-e-aye’ tune rolling round my head. I'm sure Alf was laughing somewhere.
While | was helping Alf’s family clear his house | was honoured to be given one of
his prized possessions: a clock that chimes each hour by playing a variety of frog
croaks. Long ago Alf’s wife Iris had made him take the batteries out because it was
unbearable.

But there was no silencing Alf’s pond each spring. Each year it would come alive
with the sound of a real frog chorus. Alf was proud of his pond. Creating a garden
pond, no matter what size, is one of the best things you can do to help wildlife in
your garden. If you're lucky, in March it will turn into a hotbed of activity as
Common Frogs return to mate and lay their eggs. After spending the winter
hidden away in the garden, it’s time to go a-courting.

Approach the pond quietly with a torch and you can observe the mating frogs.
Look closely and you may be able to identify the
male frog (darker with a bluish tinge to his throat)
and the female (white granulations on her flanks).
But if you can’t notice these features then the males
are on top and the females are on the bottom.The
lustful male will hop on the female and grasp her as
tight as he can. He even develops special extra-grip
pads on his forearms and he’ll use those powerful back legs to boot off any rival
males who try to muscle in. In theory, the males with the longest and loudest
croaks are the most attractive, but with females sometimes outnumbered ten to
one by males the pond party can get loud, chaotic and confusing. Amorous male
frogs will grasp anything: a log, a fish, even another male (males have a special
croaking signal which politely informs other males there has been a
misunderstanding). Female Common Frogs can lay up to 4,000 eggs, although
1,000-2,000 is more normal. These are fertilised by the male as they emerge and
form into those familiar clouds of jelly spawn.

So, in tribute to Alf | decided to restore his croaking clock to full working order. |
re-installed the batteries and nailed it proudly on my office wall. After two hours |
turned it off. That croaking was unbearable! I'm sure Alf was laughing somewhere.

Michael Blencowe
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TEMPTATIONS - MATTHEW CH 4 V1-11

Then Jesus was led by
the Spirit into the
wilderness to be
tempted by the

devil. After fasting
forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry.
The tempter came to
him and said, “If you
are the Son of

God, tell these stones
to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is
written: ‘Man shall not
live on bread alone,
but on every word that
comes from the
mouth of God.””

Then the devil took
him to the holy

city and had him stand
on the highest point of

the temple. “If you are m
N\

the Son of God,” he ! "w’

said, “throw yourself

down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,

and they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this | will give you,” he said,
“if you will bow down and worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord
your God, and serve him only.””

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.




