


Steyning Parish Church

ChurCh SerViCCS Date for your diary:

Harvest Festival 6 October in

St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s Steyning Parish Church and
Every Sunday 13 October at St James’s

8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service

9:30am Sung Eucharist each Sunday with full choir, except the
Music Group Eucharist on Sunday 15 September. A simpler
communion service, suitable for all ages.

6:00pm Evening Service. Reflections on Sunday 1 September, and
Choral Evensong on Sunday 15 September. (See below)

St James’s
10:30am Second Sunday Family Service with Holy Baptism
Fourth Sunday Holy Communion

Wednesdays at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s
11:30am Midweek Eucharist (25 September, with Prayers for Healing)

Reflections, on the first Sunday this month, is a quiet, evening service. Itis held

on Sunday 1 September at 6pm and is entitled “Prayer” (See page 6).

Choral Evensong, is on the third Sunday 15 September at 6pm and is Battle of

Britain Sunday with the laying up of the Royal British Legion Branch Standard.
We welcome the choir back from their holidays.

Our Sung Eucharist at 9:30am on Sunday 1 September will include the
inauguration of the ministry of our new Families and Children’s Worker,
Gary Picket. (See Page 11)

Pet Service, 4pm 8 September, see page 5

Vicar of Steyning Parish Church and Rector of St James’ Ashurst
The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA 879877
Parish Office Address:  Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB
Tel: 813276 office@steyningparishchurch.org www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator: Pat McMullan.
Parish Office open: Monday - Friday 10am - midday
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

Human beings were made for company. One way of telling this story goes
right back to Genesis. God has made the first man and put himina
beautiful garden, but Adam is lonely. Eventually, God gives him a human
partner Eve, but before that he creates animals. He tells Adam to give all
of them names (Genesis 2:8 and 2:18-20). Ancient myths like this have
been handed down through the generations as a way of telling us what is
true. It’s not good to be alone.

In scientific terms we also know from archaeology that Homo sapiens kept
dogs and probably cats around 16 thousand years’ ago (and a fossil

discovery from Belgium suggests it might possibly be twice as long ago as
that). It is no wonder then that most of us have had pets during our lives —

or that pet services have become so popular.

We are holding our first pet service at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s on the
afternoon of Sunday, 8 September. You and your pets are welcome - or if
thinking of bringing your pet, but feel it might not be a comfortable
experience for them or for you, why not bring a photograph instead. You
can also bring photo(s) if you want to remember and give special thanks

fir Mavk

Below is a special prayer for our pets that we will use at the service:

for an animal that has died.

Loving Creator God,
we come together to thank you
for the beauty and glory of your creation,
and for the pets who share our lives;
and to pray for compassionate hearts,
so that we may care for them
and for all your creation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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FROM THE EDITOR:

As we acknowledge the huge impact
on everyone in Ukraine now that this
war is in its third summer, our thoughts
and prayers continue to be with them
all. We hold before God those families
who have found refuge within our
community.

We extend our love and deep concern
for The Holy Land and all the Bible
lands.

There is a lot of news about the church
and its work as well as our special
welcome to Gary (page 11). Of note is
the invitation to join Ride and Stride,
visiting churches, on Saturday 14
September.

Thank you to all who have sent in their
articles and thoughts providing this
rich variety for us to read. You are
most welcome to contribute.

Do please send to:

steyningchurchmag@gmail.com

Sunday Notices

The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent from
the Parish Office gives all the information
about services, news and events. Thereis
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Prayer Diary for September

Sunday 1 September The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 8 September The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

The Accession of King Charles 111 (2022)
Saturday 14 September Holy Cross Day

Almighty God, who in the passion of your blessed Son made an instrument
of painful death to be for us the means of life and peace: grant us so to
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer for his sake.

Sunday 15 September The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
Saturday 21 September Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

O Almighty God, whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector to be
an apostle and evangelist: give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain
and the possessive love of riches that we may follow in the way of your Son
Jesus Christ.

Sunday 22 September The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 29 September The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
Monday 30 September Michael and All Angels

Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted the ministries of angels
and mortals in a wonderful order: grant that as your holy angels serve you in
heaven, so, at your command, they may help and defend us on earth.

Steyning Parish Church, Blessing the Animals

You are most welcome to join this Pet Service
on the Cuthman Field

Please bring your pet, if you both are comfortable doing this, or
bring a photo of this pet, or perhaps one of a pet that has died.

Sunday 8 September at 4pm




Parish Registers 2024

BAPTISM
4August Emilia Rose Albon , “ | ',
WEDDING Prayer
3 August Jordan Luke Keates
Isabel Sophie (Izzy) Garnett
FUNERAL
23 July Pamela (Pam) Perry d. 27 June

Sunday 1 Septet_'nber, 6pm

30 July Anthony Mervyn Thompson d. 29 June

1 August Robin Andrew Hall d. 18 July 2 .

At St Botolph’s All are ﬁ;g-tomc to attengd thisshort, infopmal
. lime of-witShimgRhf listening to our Lord

8 August Marilyn Judith Robertson-Aikman T e v

d. 23 July ", TheParish Church of St Andrew

=% f\s.& St Cuthman, Steyning
o s Sk 'y

Animals, and the Pet Service

We commit ourselves to the care for the world God has given us;
To care for all creatures;
to cherish and provide for the pets and animals in our care;
To protect any animal we find in distress.
Church of England; Celebration of Animals

| wonder what it was that came into your mind when you first heard that
Steyning Parish Church was to hold its first (maybe first ever?) pet service
within my time in Steyning. My guess is that there are a variety of
responses out there.

The pet service is to be on September 8 at 4pm on the Cuthman field.

My response is one of rejoicing, and so | am now going to have a think, and
try and set down some of my reasons for this.

| guess we all know the stories of St Francis of Assisi preaching to the birds
and befriending the wolf. These stories are wonderful for children but
there are some theologians who will rather dismiss them. But I think there
is a good foundation to them - a close and tender communion with God
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Animals and the Pet Service

will lead to a greater communion with God’s creatures. Francis is said to
have called all creatures, no matter how small, by the name ‘brother’ or
‘sister’ because he understood them to have the same source as himself.
God created this world from and by divine love, and that love creates a link
of kinship and a looking glass into how to live in peace for all living things.

One of God's greatest gifts for our enjoyment is animals, and our pets. We
know that all animals have different characteristics and if we get to know
certain ones, particularly our pets, really well we know they have distinct
qualities of fun, care, adoration, aggressiveness, survival, etc. Thereis
debate about whether animals and pets have a soul, or whether they will be
found in heaven. Scriptures are full of mentions of animals, and at the time
each was written, animals and birds were taken very seriously, but thereis
no definitive reference | can point to that says about their souls or what
happens when they die. The Bible does not give us exactitudes about many
things - the exact time of Jesus’ birth, or how He made the stars and moon
to hang in place - but it does say God gives everything for our enjoyment.
Horses in heaven? Goats in heaven? The pygmy goat
pictured on the front cover, is today kept for its ability
to provide enjoyment and not for milk or cheese or
meat, just for fun and it’s ability to make us smile. |
think animals are some of God’s best and most joyous

ideas, so why would He not provide a place in heaven
for one of his most creative achievements? Isaiah foresaw wolves, lions and
lambs lying down together, as well as bears, cows and cobras, and John
envisioned the saints galloping on white horses.

“l watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then
| heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like
thunder, “Come!” | looked, and there before me was a white
horse! Itsrider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he
rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.”

Revelation 6:1,2




Animals and the pet service cont’d

The prophet Joel uses the imagery of the soil and animals to illustrate the
abundant blessings God bestows on his people. So we should give thanks to
God for His great goodness and faithfulness; own for ourselves that He
keeps His promises and that He will provide for His people through His grace
and His love.

There are times, | am sure, when your pet asks to be fed, but you are busy so
say “Just wait a minute and | will be with you”. The remarkable thing is, God
is never too busy, and we can turn to Him at any time, so great is His love for
us. As we grow older we have many crossroads in life that give us choices to
make, and God has given us the power and freedom to make these choices.
Our pets don’t get such choices to make, and will normally love whoever it is
that feeds them. Humans can depend on their animals, it’s not always the
other way round. Animals are used to take their owners to work in some
parts of the world. This world would not be half as enjoyable if we did not
have these animals we call pets, and we thank God for this.

Thanking God for the joy our pets bring, and sharing our love for all creation,
is exactly what we will be doing at the Pet Service.

Chwris Fittonw
If I could talk to the animals, If people ask me, ""Can you speak
just imagine it Rhinoceros?"
Chatting to a chimp in Chimpanzee I'd say, "Of course-ros
Imagine talking to a tiger, chatting to a Can't you?"
cheetah

_ I'd confer with our furry friends and
What a neat achievement that would be!

animals
If we could talk to the animals, learn their Think of the amazing repartee!
languages If I could walk with the animals, talk with
Maybe take an animal degree the animals
I'd study Elephant and Eagle, Buffaloand  Grunt and squeak and squawk with the
Beagle animals
Alligator, Guinea Pig, and Flea And they could talk to me.

If I could talk to-the animals

| would converse in Polar Bear and Python

And | would curse in fluent Kangaroo Fromv the film Doctor Dolittle




Prayers for Times of Crisis
in Jerusalem and all the Holy Land

God of light and salvation, our refuge and our strength,

We pray for the people of Israel and Palestine amid the
violence.

We pray for those killed and injured in southern Israel. May
your rod and staff comfort them.We pray for those who are
worried and grieving, may they know your ever present help
and protection. As they walk through this dark valley may
they fear no evil.

B

We pray for all the civilians of Gaza. May they know that
their help comes from the maker of heaven and earth.

And we pray for those in leadership in Gaza and Israel. May
you guide them along the right paths. We ask all this in

union with Christ and trusting in the power of your Holy
Spirit.

Dear Father, we cry out for peace | Pray for an immediate ceasefire and

and stability - for everyone. an end to the violence.

We pray for Your protection over | 1 Ppray for world leaders with influence

children and their families every- | in the region to make wise decisions

where, and especially those who that lead to lasting peace.

are caught in conflict and face + Pray that God’s peace would fill the

ever-increasing dangers. hearts and minds of everyone who is
Amen| suffering as a result of this conflict.

Jesus, light of the world, in thought, prayers and solidarity,

you promised to be always with us. responding to their suffering with the same
Be with our sisters and brothers now, compassion you have shown us.

dispelling the darkness of their crisis. We make this prayer in the firm faith that

Compel us to be with them too your light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness cannot overcome it. Amen



Pray for Ukraine and World Peace

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,
reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and comfort
for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Lord may

your Kingdom come, and your will be done. |

We pray that people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that
there will be provision of essential food, power and clean water; for vulnerable
people who cannot flee.

That refugees will find safe places to stay. For healing for people who are
wounded or have experienced trauma, remembering those caught in the attack
on the children’s hospital in Kiev; and comfort for those who are grieving.

We pray that international leaders will know wisdom and understanding,
strength, courage and compassion.

Ukrainian citizens ask that we pray:

e That God would intervene in the situation and stop the violence

e For God’s wisdom for the presidents and authorities of both countries

 That God will care for those who are in danger, especially for those who have
lost their loved ones, for His comfort and protection over them and the church
Please also pray for the people of Russia:

e That God will comfort Russian families who have lost their beloved ones

Lord we ask for peace for those who need

We implore you, O Merciful God, peace, reconciliation for those who need

look with grace upon those who reconciliation and comfort for all who
courageously defend their land. don’t know what tomorrow will bring.
Remember the mothers and fathers, Lord may your Kingdom come, and Your

the innocent children, widows and will be done.

Orphans, the disabled and helpless, Lord GOd, we ask for you to be with all -

those seeking shelter and refuge, especially children who are suffering, and

. for those who are anxious and fearful. Foy
who reach out to you and to their o
those who are bereaved, injured or who

fellow human bemgs IOOkmg for have lost their lives. And for those who

mercy and compassion.
ChwistiomvAid

have lost loved ones.
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Children’ s & Families Work

Hello Everyone,

| am excited to be starting with you this month and
can’t wait to explore Steyning and getting to know
everyone more over the coming months. | am
looking forward to what God is calling the church to
be doing in the community and forging new

relationships with people who may not have
interacted with the church before.

| will be commuting to Steyning for work and will be doing a mix of working
from home as well as in Steyning to start with, but | hope to grow lots of
new and exciting things with you all in the community and see the church
be the light of God to all in Steyning as we start these new adventures
together.

| am especially looking forward to meeting families and children at our Pet
Service at 4pm on 8 September. If you can’t bring an animal, do bring a
photo of your pets!

| will have a parish email which will be available from the 1 September which
is: children@steyningparishchurch.org

| can’t wait to meet you all properly once my ministry here has been
inaugurated on 1 September, please do bear with me as | start to remember
names and faces, | will do my best to not to get any names wrong but
please do remind me and correct me if | do.

Blessings, Gowy

I can now get out and about in Steyning again because | have a mobility
scooter. It’s a shiny bright blue one, and | have been amazed at what a
talking point this scooter is, and tiny children marvel at an adult on a vehicle
that is more their size! 1 am happy on my scooter and will smile at everyone.
| now make sure | have time to stop and chat to those who show they would
like that, and am making new friends. Truly wonderful. Chris T
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Saint of the Month

EDWARD BOUVERIE PUSEY,
PRIEST & THEOLOGIAN 1800-82
Edward Bouverie Pusey was born in 1800 to a privileged
Oxfordshire family. After schooling at Eton he went as
an undergraduate to Christ Church Oxford graduating
with a first in 1822. The following year he was elected to

a fellowship at Oriel College where John Henry Newman and John Keble
were also there as fellows.

After studying Oriental Languages and Theology in Germany, Pusey was
ordained priest in 1828. He was then appointed Regius Professor of Hebrew
at the University which also gave him a canonry at the cathedral. His
friendship with Newman and Keble meant that he became involved in the
promotion of the revival of sacramental theology in the Church of England
which became known as the Oxford Movement.

As part of the Movement, Newman and Keble wrote tracts explaining
doctrinal subjects which were widely read and which popularised Anglo-
Catholicism. Pusey wrote two influential tracts on fasting and baptism and,
following Newman's reception into the Roman Catholic Church, Pusey
became one of the leaders of the Movement, now known as Tractarians.

Pusey was a scholar recognised as a leading exponent of the Caroline Divines
who had revived traditions of pre-Reformation teaching. In 1843 he
preached a sermon at the University entitled "The Holy Eucharist, a Comfort
to the Penitent". The sermon shocked the Establishment and Pusey was
suspended for two years from preaching. As a result the sermon sold 18,000
copies.

He was devastated when his wife died and adopted a strict ascetic lifestyle.
He was a controversial figure but was always ready to defend rediscovered
Catholic doctrines. In the cholera epidemic of 1866 Pusey did outstanding
work caring for the sick and dying which made him an inspiration for many.

He died at Ascot Priory in 1882 and was buried at Christ Church Cathedral
where he had been a canon for 54 years. His memorial is Pusey House in

Oxford purchased by his friends and admirers to house his library and endow
12



a chapel in order to perpetuate the principles of the Oxford Movement. 140
years later the House has a lively ministry to undergraduates of the
University.

The Church of England commemorates Edward Pusey on 16 September.

Pamela (Pam) Perry

Mum was born in Finchley North London to lvy and
Leonard Langley on Boxing Day 1942 and begun her
life at 63 Uphill Grove, Mill Hill. Leonard, a Corporal in
the Royal Air Force was overseas in Egypt as part of
the war effort for the first couple of years of her life,
so an incredible bond between Mum and our beloved
Great Nana lvy began.

Growing up she spent holidays in Ireland with her cousin Anne, camping, riding bikes
and exploring the countryside and mountains around Cork. On return trips back to Mill
Hill she would take Anne to the local cafe to show her the Jukebox, and see the
London side of things.

She attended St Mary’s Convent, where she met her oldest friend Valerie and was a
keen Brownie and Guide where she also met Janet and Hillary. Hillary was to move
away at 15, but Mum stayed in touch and was so very proud to later be Bridesmaid at
her wedding and Godmother to her son James. She developed a keen love of amateur
dramatics and musical theatre as part of the young Conservatives, in which she was
very active. Treading the boards in such productions as the ‘Goose is Getting Fat’,
which coincidentally also featured my future father-in-law and mother-in-law.

At 18 she went to Hendon College to train as a secretary where she met Dad. She
spoke often and fondly of the moment she was voted President of the Student Union
and when in celebration she was dunked in the fountain. Dad held her hand through-
out her ordeal - making sure never to let it go.

After meeting Dad, Robert and Wendy and all their college friends, she moved to the
flat in Pinner and this was the first-time vintage cars came into her life. On moving to
Mill Spur, Old Windsor | arrived, and then Alix followed six years later.

She made many friends from Old Windsor and, in particular, the Riverside Players
where she was so very lucky to meet Hazel, Eileen, Bridget and Jean. She was also an
active member of the village, working first at The Probation Hostel, The Royal School,
then for Lady Elizabeth Johnson and finally ICL. She loved her outdoor holidays by the
sea, on canal boats and camping, first in Cornwall then in France and further afield.

More adventurous holidays were to follow including cycling around Brittany with
13



Pamela Perry cont’'d

nothing but a bicycle pannier full of clothes and a toothbrush. A slight sense of humour
failure cycling up the massive hills outside Dover preceded an incredible and memorable
couple of weeks of simple family living.

*hhdkhk

Growing up we had fun Christmases with great Nana lvy. Anne, John and the Wilkinson
family and games of town, river, country mountain. Also trips to see your favourite
leading men in musicals such as Aspects of Love with Michael Ball, and Phantom of the
Opera with your number one, Michael Crawford.

You gave us a love of Rummikub, and even when Dad’s health deteriorated you were
always keen to play (and usually win). Christmas was always a time for the ‘find the
objects game’ and last year you loved to play a new board game with us all with Jack as
the compere for the game. Your skill at making puddings, and love of puddings, has
stayed with you, from Vivienne saying how you were a queen at puddings in college, to
my school friends noting how we always had amazing ice cream desserts. Even now,
always having a Viennetta in the freezer (yes, they are still available).

Mum, you loved a cup of tea and would always be happy to have one. Dad would be there
to provide you with one. | can see Dad in heaven with you now, and hopefully making it
correctly. Your love of your family and grandchildren. Firstly, Jack and Meg then Emily and
Ben. You talked so fondly of the magical moment when you first picked up Jack and gazed
in amazement at how little and fragile he was. Meg wrote you a poem that sat on the side
in your office saying - ‘You make me smile and laugh more than anyone else. | love
you more than light and music and love.

Meg & Emily: ‘My memories are so full of love and fun there are so many to choose from;
picnics on the beach, trips to Fisher Farm Park, Rummikub and Uno. Weekly text messages
as you were always enthusiastic to find out what was happening next. So many special times
shared with you Nana. We will miss you so much. ‘

Ben: ‘You will be forever in my heart and in my head.’

You and Dad would come up on Wednesdays when Emily and Ben were little and take
them to the swings, or the river or for a cheeky slice of cake and a cuppa. There would
then be ‘What could we have for dinner?’ Sausages and beans, or a Nana ‘surprise’ - the
surprise element would usually involve a range of crisps on top of whatever the dish was.
You loved a trip to M and S or Brighton to wander around the shops and maybe buy some-
thing new. On one trip Emily and | introduced you to Starbucks and you experienced brain
-freeze for the first time! | can still see your face as you tried to recover and then the smile.
On your retirement to Steyning many a new adventure awaited you both walking the
South Downs way, or the length of the river Thames where you had some close
encounters with bulls in a field. Classic car meetings and events including the Wiston

Steam Fair, where Dad took the Riley March, and it made him so proud to have it there
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Pamela Perry cont’d

with you and us to share in his moment. You had some amazing adventures and travels
too — Australia, Copenhagen, Azores and Madeira to note a few. There are photos of
Dad with an ice cream and you relaxing in the sun. Times you enjoyed. Also trips near
home to meet friends such as Valerie in Cambridge, or Peter in Salisbury and then onto
to see Jean for a natter and a catch-up.

*kkhk
Mum, your love and devotion to Dad, especially in his declining years, is a testament to
how strong you are. You did absolutely everything in your power to care for him.
You were determined that he stayed with you at home for as long as possible and then
when this was no longer realistic, your daily visits to feed and support him whilst he was
cared for by the team at Croft Meadow, were a responsibility that you threw yourself
into with enormous energy. He was so lucky to have you, to support, care and love him.
Whilst looking after Dad you still managed to show your thoughtfulness and generosity
of spirit to everyone you knew. You maintained your organizational ability to help with
the Church, the Museum, the Steyning Festival, the car club and various others.

You and Dad both found the same bonds and community friendships you had in Old
Windsor when you moved to Steyning. You looked for ways in which you could try to
make people’s lives better by small actions. And of course regularly checking in with
your beloved grandchildren on WhatsApp. You gave a lot of yourself and | take a lot of
comfort from the positivity and excitement you had for the future. You were so looking
forward to spending time with friends and family and we will all miss you so very much.
*kkhk
Mum, it was too soon for you to go and we will miss you more than you know. Writing
this has been the hardest thing to do — so many memories that we cherish, but also so
many plans of fun things that we wanted to share with you.
Mum | will miss you every day from our natters on the phone and you trying hard to
help me organize myself better, to the joy of visiting you and our walks and trips out.
Your smile and laughter were lovely and we will miss them too. Mum, thank you for
your love, fun and strength of character, and so many memories which we will treasure
forever in our hearts. Time and love are the two things you taught us — spending time
with the ones that you love and loving the ones you share that time with. Your time
with us is no longer but you now have time with Dad to be together.
Mum we found your bookmark after you had gone with this saying which helped us to
know you are still with us in spirit:

Those we love don’t go away, Unseen, unheard but always near,
They walk beside us every day, So loved, so missed, so very dear.

Chris and Alix
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Worship Survey

Earlier this year members of the congregation at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s were
invited to take part in a brief survey about their experience of taking part in
services, especially the main service on Sunday mornings. The aim of the survey,
run by the Worship Advisory Group for the PCC, was to find out what is most
appreciated about our worship, and anything people might want to change.

We had an encouraging response — with around 40 responses, so around half of
the number typically attending the 9:30am service on Sundays.

All were asked how much they agreed the following five statements as describing
their own experience of regular worship (on a scale where zero means ‘Never’ and
three means ‘Always’)? No-one gave a zero:

1 2 3
We are a welcoming, friendly and inclusive congregation. 2% | 30%| 68%

Worship at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s brings me closer to 2% | 40%| 58%
God.

Worship at St A’s & St C’s leaves me feeling refreshed and 13% | 52%| 36%
energised.
| feel involved and fully engaged in our worship. 8%| 40%| 53%

Our services strike the right balance between informality and| 10% | 36%| 54%
formality.
| appreciate our Anglican and liturgical tradition. 10% | 30%| 60%

The next questions related specifically to the 9:30am Sunday Eucharist, the first

asking what aspect of this service was most appreciated. There were 39 responses

and the following were mentioned most frequently:

«  Preaching

«  Music; the choir and the music group, and joining in with singing

«  Holy Communion; its regularity, a sense of togetherness, receiving the
sacrament.

Also mentioned was an appreciation of traditional and liturgical aspects of our

worship, but also the diversity of what’s on offer, and the mix of informality with

formality.

When asked about the length of service, the majority (83%) feel the 9:30am on

Sunday should be ‘around an hour’. When asked about the length of the sermon,

60% said they were happy for the sermon to last for up to 15 minutes; 23% said they

prefer the sermon of fewer that 10 mins.

A fuller compilation of the responses to all of the questions in the survey will be

published for members of the congregation during the month of September.

The Worship Advisory Group expresses its thanks to those who made the time to
answer these questions.
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Children and Holy Communion
In our August magazine, Fr Mark wrote (on pages 21 and 22) about the open
meeting held in church in June to explain how the PCC had discussed the
option of admitting children to Holy Communion before confirmation with a
view to including them fully in our Eucharistic services.

When our PCC met on 17 July, it voted unanimously to apply to the Bishop
for permission proceed in this direction. Our application must include an
outline of communication plans within the congregation and clarification
about the course of preparation for those being admitted. We will also need
to explain to the Bishop how we will continue to encourage Confirmation
amongst our teenagers.

A child cannot be admitted to Holy Communion until he or she has been
baptized. Within the Diocese of Chichester, children must not be admitted
to Holy Communion before age seven at the youngest. (The normal
minimum age for Confirmation is 13.)

Please do not hesitate to speak to Fr Mark if you have any questions as we
continue our consultation.

The Friends AGM

The Lost - and Found - Vicars of Steyning

| have the honour to be the unofficial Historian of the Church, which

doesn’t mean that | know everything about it, but | wrote our guidebook which
is generally regarded as not bad. It’s full of very nice pictures, most of them tak-
en by the Hon Editor of this magazine, and is a snip at £4.

At some point around the Covid lockdown of 2020, Father Mark asked me if it
would be safe to commission Caroline Sawyer, a professional calligrapher and
daughter of our organist, Brian Sawyer, to repaint the Board at the back of the
church which lists the Vicars of Steyning. It’s probably been hanging in the
Church for around 100 years, with a vicar added every now and then. Father
Mark asked if | could, ‘just check our historical records to satisfy ourselves that
we are happy with all the names, spellings and dates?’ It sounded like a quick and
easy job...

However, the first vicar listed (David Chaplain in 1307) was so obviously dubious
that this immediately filled me with worry. He turned out to be David Cubell, a
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Friends AGM cont’d

chaplain in the chantry, and not a vicar at all - (you will find an article about him
by Chris Tod in September’s issue of Your Steyning). But the worst thing was the
timing: every library and archive in the country was either closed or offered very
restricted access. The same went for the National Archives in Kew as well as the
archive which holds our episcopal and parish records, the West Sussex Record
Office in Chichester. So | notified the Vicar that this job was going to take a year
or so and not to hold his breath, and set to work, trying to formulate objectives,
the criteria and devise a plan of action.

It actually took about three years to get a reliable list in which we had any confi-
dence, and it has taken another year to get the Board ready to launch. Along the
way | embroiled several core helpers, Chris Tod (for 25 years Hon Curator of
Steyning Museum and who knows far more than | do), Christopher Whittick
(previously County Archivist at East Sussex who speaks Latin like a native, and
knows the diocese of Chichester very well), and Brian Hanson of our own PCC
who knows a lot about canon law, besides many local historians. | spent
countless hours bent painfully over manuscripts in Chichester and many more
checking the numerous existing lists and organising the information everyone
supplied into horrible tables. The deckchairs on the Titanic come to mind.

In the end we all met to decide who should stay and who to ‘sack’: we took off
eight people who had never been a vicar, and added five who really were. One of
these, Vicarin 1278, predated Mr Chaplain by 27 years.

So if you want to know why, and how, we lost and found these vicars of
Steyning, the five of us will be explaining matters, at 5:00 pm on 13 October. Do
come along and have a drink with us in the interval - then you can take us to task
on our decisions in the Q & A afterwards.

Sunday 13 October
5:00pm - A brief AGM for the Friends of Steyning of Parish Church
5:30pm - c. 7:45 Presentation of Steyning's Lost & Found Vicars,
including Q&As
This includes an interval of approximately. half an hour
with drinks and nibbles

Sawah Leigh

18



On Earth as in Heaven

g
Year of the
New Testament

To mark the closing months of the diocesan Year of the New
Testament, Fr Mark will be hosting a six-session course
exploring the Lord’s Prayer and how it helps Christians to
know and worship the God of Love, the God that Jesus taught
his disciples to call ‘Our Father’.

This course will take place over six sessions on Thursday
evenings in October at the Vicarage.

If you would like to take part please speak to Fr Mark or send
an email to the Parish Office.

Prayer Points for September

« The town of Southport and the families of those killed or hospitalised due
to the rioting. For peace in our towns and cities, and thanksgiving for the
volunteers who cleared up and worked for the common good.

For all people afraid to go into their communities or place of worship.
The work of the Macmillan Nurses and our local hospices.

Families with children returning to or starting school, university or
college.

All the staff at Steyning Primary and Grammar Schools.
Animal charities and vets.

The work of both of the PCCs, and for Gary, the new
Families and Children’s Worker.

All who live and work in Newham Lane

For the clubs and societies in Steyning
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The Steyning Society

Steyning Society's Curry & Quiz Evening with

Canon Nigel Hartley as quiz master.

Around 50 people came to pit their wits against each other at a Curry & Quiz
Evening, organised by the Steyning Society on 12 July. Keeping matters light-
hearted, Canon Nigel Hartley acted as the quiz master, with his warm and friendly
approach helping to ensure a fun evening for all.

With wide ranging and often challenging questions facing the seven teams, the
quiz required everyone to delve deep into their knowledge and memory. Subjects
covered included classical music and pop, politics, gardening, TV, food, current
and local affairs and plenty more. The curry, put together by professional caterer
SuperDoux, Brighton, was truly delicious. The evening raised £470

The Steyning Society is a social group with a serious intent, aiming to encourage
people to meet and take an interest in local affairs. As part of this, the Society is
keen to support local organisations in Steyning, Bramber and Upper Beeding and
also to recognise the dedication shown by many of their inhabitants.

The Society has given away almost £10,000 in the last seven years to local
organisations, and they welcome applications for their grants from local
organisations. Please visit https://steyningsociety.org.uk/contacts-and-grants/

The Steyning Society next meeting

r Friday 20 September at 7pm for 7:30 start
{ 3_-\‘_ ‘ The Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
) e
iy - Shoreham Port - Present and Future

by Tom Willis.

Tom Willis was appointed Chief Executive at Shoreham Port in November 2018.
Alongside his maritime work he brings extensive leadership experience in logistics
gained at Royal Mail and aviation at Heathrow. He is Chair of the Board at Sutton
Decentralised Energy Network, an innovative sustainable energy concern.
Doors are open at 7pm and there will be wine or sparkling elderflower (monetary
donations welcome) on arrival. Talk will begin at 7:30.

Free to members and £5 guests.
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Eco House Open Day

eco

gpe" August. Six houses plus the local
ouses

Greening Steyning is organising an
Eco Ope n yﬁ\ Eco Open House Day on Saturday 31
House Day

Fire Station will be opening their
doors to show off the steps they’ve
taken to make their buildings
cosier, cut their energy bills, and
trim their carbon footprint.

. A wide range of properties will be
, on display, from an old Victorian
Vet o IWEMEE pub to a former council house and
a brand new home. You’ll be able
Sat 31 st Aug 1 1 - 5 to see arange of eco-measures up
close, including: Solar PV
Battery storage Heat pumps Insulation improvements of all kinds
Rainwater harvesting  Wildlife-friendly gardens  Electric vehicles

Pick up a Green Card and get a free cuppa!

As an added incentive, several High Street cafés are offering a free drink to
visitors who are taking part in the Eco Open House event. Just pickup a
‘Green Card’ from one of the open houses and you can trade it in for a free
tea or coffee at participating cafés, provided you buy a snack or pastry at the
same time.

Entrance is entirely free and homes are open from 11am to 5pm.

You can pick up a brochure with a map and details of all the houses from
Steyning Book Shop or the Library, as well as from most of the estate agents
and coffee shops in town. Or you can download one from the Greening
Steyning website: www.greeningsteyning.org/EOH

Prayer from Wild Goose Earth Day You, O God, gave us the chance to start

Today's Thought: again:

From the dark mornings of depression you the gift of new life, the gift of being happy
call us. You call us into being once again,  to bealive.

giving us the chance to find our true Thank you, God, for this new day.

selves, renewing us from inside out. Thank you, God, that I can pray.

You believed in us throughout that long ~ Thank you for the sun’s rising.
fearful journey. Thank you that I’m more than surviving.
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Community coffee

Do come and join us s
P PLEASE
on a Wednesday
. JOINTHETEAM
i morning
e FORA COFFEE

any time between

10am and | 1:30am

Several of our visitors go across to the Church in time for the Wednesday
morning service, but there are always plenty of people wishing to chat until the
coffee mugs are empty and we don'’t finish until 11:30.

tligabetihv Brown and the Coffee Team

Memorial Book
To arrange for someone’s name to be added to the
memorial book in the north aisle of Steyning Parish
Church please complete a form found at the back of
church. There is a suggested donation of at least £10,
to include the cost of all the calligraphy.

In Memory

SAMS next meeting

£

St Andrew’s Men’s Society Tuesday 24 September
is a meeting of a group of male mem- Speaker:

bers of Steyning Parish Church and Larry Culliford,

guests. We meet in the Penfold Hall, talk entitled : Happy as Larry
beginning with a glass or two of Doors open at 3:45 for 4:00 start
wine and nibbles. Any enquiries please to:

Then we enjoy a talk. Do join us. Leonard Warner (01903 812752)
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Just a Thought:
Signs of Hope in a Time of Turmoil

As | write this during the first week of August it is at a time of great sadness,
violence, and anger. The tragedy that someone was in such a state of
distress that he felt able to enter a scene of happiness and fun and wantonly
stab and kill. This then sparked a series of extreme rioting and violation of
the law - and all this on our own doorstep in Britain. As always these
happenings, rightly, make headlines. Sadly good things rarely do.

When the riots in Southport had subsided and the mob had moved on,
local people gathered with bin bags and cleared the rubbish that had been
left behind on the streets. Those people weren’t asked to do it, for them it
was a natural response at a time of crisis and need. They will be caring for
those bereaved, traumatised, and injured in their community.

Did it make headlines?

Not that | saw - just two lines of print. We know that kindness is every-
where but it is good to have it written about. Not for those involved, but
for the rest of us. We need the antidote to prevent the feeling prevalent
today that, ‘things are getting worse’, because, although true on many
levels, | believe that on others ‘things are getting better’.

The Olympics arrived at a good time. We all needed a lift

and an event to take us out of ourselves. There have been

some amazing results for Team GB in 2024. It is so easy to

sit, watch, and cheer competitors on, forgetting the endless

training that goes into every sport in order to achieve these
sometimes extraordinary results. We see the pent up emotions released
when a Gold Medal is won. The wonderful
camaraderie between Nations when they
congratulate each other.

Finally, the piece of news that set me thinking
what to write about this month ... back in Decem-

ber | wrote about the destruction of the very beau-
tiful 23




Signs of Hope cont’d

Sycamore Tree, several hundred years old, that had grown in ‘the Gap’ on
Hadrian’s Wall. It had meant so much to so many people, a thing of simple
beauty in God’s world. Well, this week there it was - a photograph of the
stump which has begun sprouting new shoots!! What a symbol of Hope. |
nearly danced a jig of happiness!

Two years ago | fell in the garden onto parched ground and fractured my
spine. Couldn’t move, pain etc. After several weeks and still in hospital but
beginning to move from my bed Ray arrived with a gift from a neighbour
whom | knew but not that well. When | opened it | wept. It was a circle of
wood with the bark still on it three and a half inches in diameter and three
quarters of an inch deep. Painted onit, the first words in blue and the last
in yellow, was:

‘After the Rain

So simple but the effect was extraordinary. And sure enough over time | am
able to walk and do many things that didn’t seem possible at the time. It
has been on our mantelpiece ever since. What a symbol of hope. The sun
is still shining!

Hope is a gift from God. We all need to trust and receive it with gratitude
and give thanks. It is an antidote to despair. We only need to look around
us to see the flowers among the weeds.

Smile and feel the sunshine.

Mauwreen Jones

At the General Synod this summer there was an emotional debate around
the motion endorsing the importance of compassion, love and support for
families facing the news that their unborn child was disabled. The
Archbishop told Synod of his 32 year old daughter, Ellie, who was neuro -
diverse. A pregnancy test had been offered, but had it proved positive they
were told termination would follow. Ellie was exceptionally precious. Synod
unanimously agreed that there should be better support for all families.
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Robin Andrew Hall

Dad was born in his Grandparents’ house in Winchester on

19 March 1942. Dads’ grandfather, Joseph Hall was County
Surveyor, and his Uncle David designed the concrete
pavement for the Winchester bypass. One of Dads’ earliest
memories was seeing the tank convoys lined up on the Bypass
ready to embark on D Day. No wonder a career in Civil
Engineering beckoned (along with a lifelong obsession with
concrete). The family moved to Lancing in 1945, where Dad
attended Primary school and sang in the Church choir, before becoming a Boarder and
Chorister at King’s School Worcester aged 10. He graduated from Brighton College of
Technology in 1964 and married my mother Hilary Todd in 1967. He became a Chartered
Civil Engineer in 1970, having earlier joined the Consulting Engineers, Howard
Humphreys and Partners. Dad’s work took my parents first to Raglan then Cowbridge
in South Wales, then back to Sussex in 1986. They decided on Steyning because by then
my mother had been diagnosed with MS and they wanted to be closer to the extended
family. In 2003, Dad’s career came to a premature end, when he was diagnosed with

Neuroendocrine pancreatic cancer. Mum died in 2006. Dad showed incredible love and
dedication to her care throughout her illness.

Dad often talked about his 1960 Summer of fun working for Worthing Corporation -
clearing the scrub at Cissbury Ring and revealing the many old flint mines. He was fond
of saying that some of the artefacts they found are now in the Worthing Museum!
Family get togethers at my Granny and Grandpa’s would typically involve the most
delicious Roast Beef dinner, perhaps the odd heated conversation about what the
Bishop of Durham was saying that week, and then a walk around Cissbury Ring. Later,
when Dad was recovering from cancer and not able to drive, being able to walk to
Cissbury from Steyning became an achievable goal with the added incentive of a cup of
tea with Granny at the end.

In my opinion, Dad’s “kitchen” tent, a second world war ridge tent handed down to
him by my grandfather, also deserves the label of being a happy place for Dad. A place
for rest and relaxation that he first experienced in his childhood with his parents,
brother David and sister Wis. Thanks to Wis and Charlie’s generosity in allowing us the
use of their paddock, camping became an annual holiday for Mum, Dad, Stephen and
me. In complete contrast to his home kitchen, Dads kitchen tent was generally kept
ship shape. He even took pride in doing the washing up! Imagine our surprise when one
day we returned to the farm after a day out at the beach and noticed that the side
panels of the tent were moving rather strangely. A snout emerged from under the
canvas. My cousin Rowan’s piglets were in there having quite some party!
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Robin Hall cont’d

Whilst looking through Dad’s special things | found photographs he had taken of the
Cuthman Window and the Cuthman sculpture just outside. It brought home to me just
how much dad loved the church and the people in it. He joined the choir in 1986 and his
beautiful tenor voice was a regular feature at services here (even if he did say that he was
really a Baritone) He last came to Church to hear us sing Stainer’s Crucifixion on Good
Friday 2022. | will never forget the expression on his face as he listened and watched with
such intense focus and concentration.

Thinking more about the people in Dad’s life | am struck by how many former colleagues
became firm friends. Dad was a team player (as evidenced by his love of playing Rugby
and Cricket) and was not one for giving up, always working hard and wanting to pull his
weight. He was great at finding connections with others and became a skilled negotiator
and manager in his final role of Director of Highways.

How fortunate Dad was to have a kind of Renaissance combined with retirement. He
thought of his childhood friend, and best man Michael as a brother. Michael helped him
to navigate the challenges of the tough times with warmth and humour and then gently
encouraged him to rediscover his spirit for adventure. As a result, he swam in a warm sea
for the first time whilst on holiday in Spain with lan, Roy and Zenda. He went on a walking
Safari with his friend Tony in the Zambezi Valley. I’'m told that their small group was sud-
denly charged by two very, very angry lionesses who appeared from behind an anthill.
Apparently, the lionesses skidded to a stop about 12 paces away from Dad, then retreated
with the rest of the pride, including the cubs. | think Tony is right that dad didn’t realise
what a close call it was, because Dad managed to take several photographs to prove it!

The icing on the cake for Dad was getting together with Hilary Newman in 2009. In awe of
Hilary’s academic credentials dad read widely and voraciously. Their shared interests took
them to many concerts and performances including Les Mis. which Dad declared to be
“Every bit as good as The Sound of Music”. They travelled extensively, and there was
plenty of time for fun days out with Grandchildren, Helena and Willem, Elsa and Isla. Dad
and Hilary enjoyed many a takeaway dinner with Mal and Rog and relished playing silly
after dinner games with us on Christmas Day. Hilary supported Dad right up to the end,
and | am forever grateful to Hilary for making Dad happy.

So, to conclude, we celebrate the love and good times we have shared.

“Hats Off to you Dad (or Chapeaux, as Granny would have said) From a medical point of view
I don’t know of anyone else who has survived for 21 years after a diagnosis of metastatic
cancer in the brain, but more importantly, you have lived life well. Thanks for everything
Dad. You will be missed but you will live on here in our hearts and minds. Now | hope and
pray that you will rest in peace -alongside all of those who you have loved and who have
sadly gone before.”

Chawlotte Hall
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Money Talks

They tell the tale of the little girl sent to Sunday school for the first time.
Asked how was it, she was full of enjoyment, but said she didn’t want to go
again. “Why not?” “Because you have to pay to get out!”

Or the boy enduring a long and boring sermon - not in Steyning, of course -
who dug his dad in the ribs and said “Can’t we pay him and go now?”

| remembered these old lines because | happened to hear a news item about a
vicar who was apparently bringing the church into the 21° century by telling
his congregation to contribute the money by text. I’ve no complaint about
that, but he was setting aside five minutes both before and after the service
for this texting to take place, and telling them not to text during the service.

Now it may seem odd that for our services you don’t pay to get in or to get
out, but in the middle. It’s called the Offertory.

The early Church made a great thing about this with everyone bringing their
own produce, rather like a Bring & Buy or Harvest Festival, with the deacons
collecting it all and the bishop picking out the bread and wine needed for the
next bit of the services. The rest would be sold or given to the poor. It all got
a bit too chaotic and chancy, so it was agreed that the deacons should provide
the bread and wine and everyone else should pay for it. Which is why many
churches have a collection in the middle of the service, much neater, but still
full of meaning — we earn our livings and bring our livings to God’s altar; we
offer our lives.

My anxiety about that 21* century vicar is that he has separated the offering
of the people of God from the worship, and turned it into a form of Club
membership subscription. If only he set aside three or four minutes at the
time of the Offertory for people to text the money in, the meaning would not
be lost and | would be all for giving it a try.

The money collected at the Communion service used to go to the
churchwardens to be kept quite separate from any other money given at any
other time or service and could only be used to provide the bread and wine
needed. Anything over given to the poor. All other money at other services
or occasions went to general church use. But this distinction seems to have
died out. Pity!
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It’s really quite important to remember and make it clear that no-one has to
pay to belong to the church. Itis unlawful to charge a fee for Baptism, which
is why any vicar who demands a baptism fee, evenif it’s called a donation,
should be in court for it. Other things, like marriage, churching, burial etc.,
yes; but not Baptism. Anyone can join for free!

Senex

«R1D

+5TR|DE" Ride and Stride

SATURDAY
14 SEPTEMBER

Once again it is time to put on
your walking shoes or maybe cycle, or even travel by car to as many churches
as you can on 14 September “Ride and Stride” day is a national day organised
to raise funds for the Sussex Historic Churches Trust BUT importantly please
remember 50% of the funds raised come back to our church.

We are very fortunate to have some very interesting churches near us.
IDEA ONE

In a morning it is easy to walk to four churches starting with St. Andrew's,
Steyning, then St Nicholas, Bramber, St Peter's Upper Beeding and lastly
Botolph's.

IDEATWO

Shoreham has 6 Churches St. Nicholas, St. Mary de Haura, The Church of the
Good Shepherd, St, Giles, St. Julian and the Methodist Church.

IDEA THREE
Washington, Sullington, and Storrington, are all a good walk.

Sponsor Forms and other information will be available from the back of the
church or from John Downe.

Happy walking !
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Family Family Support Work - FSW

Support
Work

THE FESAEN CHMITTY FOE OMILINEN

== Please join us for our first

Family Support Work Musical Extravaganza

Featuring
St Andrew’s Parish Church Choir and
Church Music Group - as you have never heard them before!
With Special Guest stars
Steyning Primary School Choir

Saturday 12 October 2024, 4-5:30pm
At St Andrew and St Cuthman’s Parish Church, Steyning

Entry payable on the door: adults £5, children free
Refreshments and raffle

All proceeds in aid of Family Support Work
(the Sussex Charity for children since 1890)

Steyning History Society

Wednesday 11 September is the start of our new season of talks and the evening
when annual subscriptions are due! Come and join us.
As usual the meeting will be held at:
Steyning Centre, Coombe Court, 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start.
The talkis:
Walter Gibraltar: From Wiston, Sussex, to the Bishops Palace, Malta
by Dr. Janet Pennington.
Visitors are welcome at £5 per person.

Believers who follow Christ are like
sheep.

(John 10:27)
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Animal Symbolism in the Bible
THE LION

“The wicked will flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a
lion” (Proverbs 28:1)

This proverb could be said to use contrasts to teach lessons about justice and
righteousness, honesty and integrity, culture and reputation. It could be that
a person with a guilty conscience can be defensive, even without an accusa-
tion, or a thief who runs from the police, when the police aren’t even aware
of the theft. When might we ‘flee’ from accountability to others or God?
Those who are ‘lions’ do not have those fears, and can face the music. Christ
was called the lion of Judah.

THE ANT

“Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise! Having no cap-
tain, overseer or ruler, store her supplies in the summer, and gathers her food at
the harvest.” (Proverbs 6 6-8)

Wisdom is with these tiny creatures, and perhaps the greatest wisdom is how
they work- without supervision; with diligence; working hard when it can to
provide for all of them in the lean times of no food. We can see a self driven
ethic, a motivation from within, together with a wisdom in how we plan and
do things for others in our lives. Where can we find this work ethic2 How can
we be both careful in our planning and dealings as well as generous towards
sharing, others and God?

THE FOX

““At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here,
for Herod wants to kill you.” And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold,
| cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day |
finish my course . (Luke 13 31-33)

Jesus knew the Pharisees and Herod and their true motives and deception,
however they appeared on the surface. He called them Foxes because of
their cunning and weaknesses. No one was going to disrupt or frustrate
God’s ultimate plan for Jesus, so he would do His work today and tomorrow.
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Anagram for September

The anagram for this monthis:  SAPPHIRE (September Birthstone)

All words to have three or more letters, but only use each letter once. No
capitalised words or plurals allowed.

| could not be HAPPIER giving the PARISH this word this month!

Flowers in Steyning Parish church
for September
Sept 8 Lucy Lane
Sept 15 & 22 Margaret Tully
Sept 29 Sandra & Sheila Tredgett
Carol McKechnie

” = | would like to show my appreciation to my
PN Z’:-‘; church family for their support, good wishes
H 1;’?):11 and prayers during my health issues over the
' last few months.
| managed to get on one of the last buses to
@  Christianity a relatively short time ago,
something | should have acted on years ago.
Over the past few months Yvonne, the woman in my life, has had to put
up with my tantrums and mood swings. Yes, | know that is difficult to
imagine, however, there’s light on the horizon as the doctors have
now agreed on a series of procedures that should bring me back to
normal - normal for Jim Lang! Onwards and upwards.
Again, thank you.
Jimv Lang
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Recipe for September

Blackberry coulis

A lovely recipe for Blackberry picking season! Thank you Becky.

Ingredients
250¢ blackberries
50g golden caster sugar

% tsp vanilla extract

Method
STEP 1
Put the blackberries and sugar into a

small pan with 10oml water. Bring to the boil, then simmer for 5 mins until

the fruit is soft. Stir in the vanilla, remove from the heat, and cool a little.

STEP 2
Tip the contents of the pan into a blender or food processor, and whizz to a
purée, then strain through a sieve, rubbing it through with the back of a

ladle or spoon. Serve warm or chilled.

Keeps in an airtight container in the fridge for up to 3 days, or freeze for up to
3 months.

Ideal with ice cream and pancakes.

We don’t meet people by accident;

maybe they cross our paths for a reason
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Sussex Wild Life Trust - Wasp Spider

| never thought I’d say this, but I’ve fallen in love with a spider.
And coming from a lifelong arachnophobe that’s quite a claim.
Whereas every other spider species sends me screaming in utter
terror, the Wasp Spider has melted my heart. They are
gorgeous. | met one on the South Downs last weekend and,
hypnotised by her beauty, | spent hours with her; lying in the
grass, staring lovingly into her eight eyes.

Wasp Spiders’ rotund abdomens are delicately patterned with

exotic black, yellow and white stripes. Every Wasp Spider looks
subtly different — as if each has been individually hand-painted. Their eight legs wear
stripy black and white stockings — the sort favoured by the Wicked Witch of the East.
This stripy, waspish appearance has given the spider its name and is used as a defence
mechanism to ward off predators who equate this colouration with being stung.

They’re arelatively new resident in England. The first British Wasp Spider was found
near Rye in 1922. Since then they have slowly spread across Sussex and you can find
them in any areas of grassland. Here inside their long grass lair, they weave their silky
circular webs which - like all spider webs — are a masterpiece of arachnoid
architecture. As if proud of her accomplishment the Wasp Spider autographs her web
with a unique silken squiggle. The actual purpose of this thick zigzag flourish (the
‘stabilimentum’) is a mystery; although some believe it reflects UV light, luring in
pollinating insects who mistake the web for a flower.

Male Wasp Spiders don’t have it easy. Physically they lack any snazzy patterning and at
5mm are a third of the size of their hulking female counterparts. And when it comes to
spider sex, she dominates the male too. During mating she turns her lover into lunch.
So, as the female lies enticingly in her web, the male approaches her with
understandable trepidation. It’s all about timing. After she slips out of her old
exoskeleton and into something more comfortable, her fresh body is temporarily soft
—and so are her jaws. This is her Achilles heel, an opportunity for the male to jump in,
do his business and get out before being eaten. This sort of pressure would affect any
fellas’ performance, but the male Wasp Spider has a trick up his eight sleeves: he can
detach his sexual organs, leave them inside the female and scarper.

| always assumed that jettisoning his genitalia allowed the spider to survive, but almost
every mating session ends in death for the male. Scientists have found that after this
self-imposed castration, the spider’s sexual organs keep on fertilising the female and
block other males’ attempts at mating. The spider sacrifices his own life to save his
member and ensure he becomes a father. Wow, what a way to go.

Michael Blencowe for Sussex Wildlife Trust
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