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Steyning Parish Church   

Church Services  
St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s

Every Sunday

8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service 

9:30am Sung Eucharist each Sunday with full choir, except on 

Sunday 20 October with the Music Group Eucharist .  A simpler           

communion service, for all ages.

6:00pm Evening Service.  Reflections on Sunday 6 October, and

Choral Evensong on Sunday 20 October. 

St James’s 

10:30am Second Sunday Harvest Family Service and 

` Fourth Sunday Holy Communion 

………………………….

Wednesdays at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s

11:30am Midweek Eucharist 

Reflections, on the first Sunday each month, is a quiet, evening service.  This 

month it is on Sunday 6 October at 6pm and is entitled “Give us this day our daily 

bread”. (See the poster page 6).

Choral Evensong, is on the third Sunday 20 October at 6pm  

Vicar of Steyning Parish Church and Rector of St James’ Ashurst

The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA 879877

Parish Office Address: Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB         

Tel:  813276 office@steyningparishchurch.org www.steyningparishchurch.org

Parish Administrator:  Pat McMullan. 

Parish Office open:  Monday - Friday   10am - midday

Harvest Services

6 October, Steyning 

9:30am Sung Eucharist, and

4:00pm Harvest Family Service

13 October, Ashurst 

10:30am Family Service 
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Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,

Food shortages are rare nowadays – at least in our part of the world. Shops 

are open late, most food shops every day of the week, some for 24 hours. 

Global trade has largely put an end to seasonal produce, so long as we don’t 

worry about air miles. We are no longer used to waiting for the things we 

need. (Readers who remember rationing after or during the war know      

exactly what that feels like.) 

Having all we need ought arguably to make us more generous people, but 

the opposite is true. Usually, it’s the poor who are most generous. Church 

of England statistics reveal that it is the congregations in the poorer districts 

and the less-prosperous dioceses who give, proportionately, much more to 

the church. This is why, in God’s heavenly kingdom, it is ‘the last who will be 

first – and the first last’ (Matthew 19:30; 20:16). 

Waiting is the very essence of agriculture, and the original reason for     

keeping a Harvest Festival. Farmers, and the world’s poor, know what it 

means to hope and wait on God’s generosity. Anthropologically the roots of 

religion may lie in prayers for an annual harvest sufficient to feed the      

community through the winter and spring. Fasting has usually been the  

prelude to feasting in much of human history. 

This autumn, from Harvest Festival onwards, one of the focuses of our 

preaching will be God’s generosity and our response. This is of course partly 

driven by the necessity of our parish church, as a local charity, in covering 

our running costs with our income, but the call to live generously is at the 

heart of all that Jesus had to say about what it means to be part of God’s 

Kingdom. Thanksgiving and generosity are the reason we come to church in 

the first place. It should be at the heart of worship in any season, and not 

least at Harvest Festival: 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above,

then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.

Matthias Claudius 1740-1815

(translated by Jane Montgomery Campbell 1817-1878)
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FROM THE EDITOR: 

As we acknowledge the huge impact 

on everyone in Ukraine now that this 

war is in its third summer, our thoughts 

and prayers continue to be with them 

all.  We hold before God those families 

who have found refuge within our              

community.

We extend our love and deep concern 

for The Holy Land and all the Bible 

lands.  

This month I have been sent a wealth 

of interesting articles, and all so very  

varied.  Thank you.  The harvest this 

year is abundant. Will that continue, I 

hope so?  More of you could join them 

and write for the community to enjoy.

Do please send to:

  steyningchurchmag@gmail.com

Please note Harvest Service times at 

both churches, and that all gifts will go 

to FSW. There is a new box, Diary 

Dates, p 15 that looks ahead, and gives 

dates for a few special services.

Sunday Notices
The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent from 

the  Parish Office gives all the information 

about services, news and events.  There is 

also the list of those needing our prayers.  If 

you would like to receive this sheet           

contact:   office@steyningparishchurch.org   

or ring 01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests contact:          

prayers@steyningparishchurch.org               

or ring 01903 813276
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Prayer Diary for October   

Thursday 3 October  George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Ecumenist,  

      Peacemaker (Commemoration) 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking 

what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the 

way of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy;  through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. 

Sunday 6 October  The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

      Harvest Sunday at Steyning (Gifts to FSW) 

Sunday 13 October  The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

      Harvest Sunday at Ashurst 

Friday 18 October   Luke the Evangelist  

Almighty God, you called Luke the physician whose praise is in the gospel, to 

be an evangelist and physician of the soul:  by the grace of the Spirit and 

through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, give your Church the same 

love and power to heal;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for     

ever. 

Sunday 20 October  The Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 27 October  The Last Sunday after Trinity 

Monday 28 October  Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Almighty God, who built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone:  so join us 

together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy  

temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for 

ever. 
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Parish Registers 2024 
 

 

BAPTISMS 

18 August  Zachary Lee Hallett 

8 September  Mabel Margaret Edith Hedley 

WEDDINGS 

21 August Samuel Neil (Sam) Goodridge and 

   Christine Anne Odborne 

4 September  Charlie George Plant and 

   Madalyn Hannah (Maddy) Hanton 

FUNERALS 

20 August Andrew Michael Ruedi Baird  

   d. 31 July  

23 August Janice Elizabeth Ann Beale  

   d. 25 July 

Generous God 

As soon as you read the title for the theme of October’s magazine, I expect 

you will have a Bible passage in your head, or a Bible story to illustrate why 

we can say with confidence - Our God is Generous. 

The Story of Ruth or 

John 10 10  “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”  or 

2 Corinthians 9 6-12 … “God is able to make all grace overflow to you. So that 

in all things at all times, having all you need, you will overflow in every good 

work….” or many more. 

All the way through the Bible we read about a generous God, so it seems to 

me that generosity on our part, is at the heart of our faith, and a hallmark of 

our faith in action. 

When I was young I did not think of God as a generous God, but a bit more as 

a strict parent (like my own father) and we children didn’t have much            

because our parents were very careful with what they had, and so life did not 

abound with a huge amount of simple childish wishes.  No different from 

many post war childhoods.  It was at college and attending Christian Union  
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Generous God   cont�d 

that I  began to realise that God was the first, and still the most generous giv-

er of all time.  He gives us his generous love;  his generous acceptance;  his 

generous forgiveness;  his generous patience;  his generous kindness, and 

above all, he gave his Son, “that whoever believe in Him shall not perish, but 

have eternal life.” (John 3 16) 

God loved his people so much that he GAVE, he gave his best, his most      

precious Son for you and me, and I think that enormous act of generosity 

came first and foremost from the heart of God.  I read somewhere this 

phrase - I am sure you know it too: 

“We can give without loving, but we cannot love without giving” 

Matthew 26 10 -13 tells the story of Jesus in the home of some friends, and a 

woman came in and went up to Jesus, and poured a very expensive jar of 

perfume over his head. Many criticised her generosity as wasteful, and my 

Mum and Dad would have come into that category, but Jesus saw it a     

different way. “Why criticise this woman for doing such a good thing to me?  

You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.  

She has poured this perfume on me to prepare my body for burial.  I tell you the 

truth, wherever the Good News is preached throughout the world, this        

woman’s deed will be remembered and discussed.”  Her generosity was          

remarkable because of its value, and therefore it was great sacrifice showing 

her deep gratitude to Jesus.  This kind of generous gratitude and worship,  

Jesus said would be discussed and connected with his followers for ever. 

The generosity of our land, and our seas is a 

constant wonder to me, also a joy, and joy 

radiates from the harvest tray of garden  

produce in the cover picture.  It is shown in 

an attitude of offering and giving, rejoicing 

in God’s world.  Those hands are God’s hands, doing God’s work, being     

generous because they “love one another.” 

A generous life begins with love, and if we give with a glad and generous 

heart, joy is born. I work for this all the time. 
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Generous God   cont�d 

We achieve much together as a church, through our financial giving because 

individually we have developed the good practice of regular weekly or  

monthly giving. Harvest-time is the perfect time to look and see how much 

we are giving to the general running of our churches, both Steyning and 

Ashurst.  Times are hard financially, for everyone, and belts are being      

tightened, but please review, in your head and your heart, how you love this 

church and this community;  how can that love be generous, and then still 

more generous thus reflecting more accurately your love and kindness, in 

your own quiet and generous fashion.  Jesus sees the love in our giving, and 

the heart behind our thinking, and sometimes the sacrifices we make when 

our generosity is running very deep.   

I can vouch for so many of you as to your kindness, love and generosity, so 

lets help our church lift its deficit and keep its community work developing, 

and its boiler working in the winter months, and then it will vouch for the 

love, kindness and generosity of each one of you. 

It is essential that we love the poor, and the homeless, and our mission work 

(that is the work done for us by other individuals in the name of Christ and 

the Church) helping and supporting those in need at home and abroad is top 

of our agenda.  It is easy to have love and compassion towards a stranger         

because we are not judging their faults or issues, but not so easy to show 

that love practically when ones own needs are great.  Also, when our giving      

has to be earned or deserved it loses some of the generosity of spirit.   

All are in need of our love and grace towards them, and the love of Jesus to 

be spread way beyond the walls of these two churches. 

Please read Sarah’s super article about her vineyard, and the link to the      

video Canon Nigel made with her, entitled Generous God.  (Nigel, you           

inspired me to write this!)  Our faith starts by receiving the most generous 

gift of all, God’s gift of new life, and new hope in Jesus Christ. Our generosity 

and worship is our response to God’s amazing generosity.        

                Chris Fitton 
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Prayers for this Second year of Crisis 

in Jerusalem and all the Holy Land 

God of light and salvation, our refuge and our strength,

We pray for the people of Israel and Palestine amid the     

violence.

We pray for those killed and injured in southern Israel.  May 

your rod and staff comfort them. We pray for those who are 

worried and grieving, may they know your ever present help 

and protection.  As they walk through this dark valley may 

they fear no evil.

We pray for all the civilians of Gaza.  May they know that 

their help comes from the maker of heaven and earth.

And we pray for those in leadership in Gaza and Israel.  May 

you guide them along the right paths.  We ask all this in    

union with Christ and trusting in the power of your Holy 

Spirit.

Dear Father, we cry out for peace 

and stability - for everyone. 

We pray for Your protection over 

children and their families every-

where, and especially those who 

are caught in conflict and face               

ever-increasing dangers.

Amen

are caught in conflict and face               

· Pray for an immediate ceasefire

and an end to the violence.

· Pray for world leaders with           

influence in the region to make wise  

decisions that lead to lasting peace.

· Pray that God’s peace would fill

the hearts and minds of everyone who 

is suffering as a result of this conflict.

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:

kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace and guide with 

your pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of 

the earth that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is 

filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, Amen. 
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Pray for Ukraine and World Peace  

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,                       

reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and comfort 

for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Lord may 

your Kingdom come, and your will be done.

We pray that people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that 

there will be provision of essential food, power and clean water; for vulnerable 

people who cannot flee.

That refugees will find safe places to stay.  For healing for people who are   

wounded or have experienced trauma, remembering those caught in the attack 

on the children’s hospital in Kiev; and comfort for those who are grieving.

We pray that international leaders will know wisdom and understanding, 

strength, courage and compassion.

Ukrainian citizens ask that we pray:  

· That God would intervene in the situation and stop the violence

· For God’s wisdom for the presidents and authorities of both countries 

· That God will care for those who are in danger, especially for those who have 

lost their loved ones, for His comfort and protection over them and the church

Please also pray for the people of Russia:

· That God will comfort Russian families who have lost their beloved ones

God of all, with continued alarm     

and concern we bring before you   

the military intervention in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and 

flourishing, we lament the use of 

armed force.

We mourn every casualty of this   

conflict, every precious life                 

extinguished by war.

We pray for comfort for those who 

grieve and those who are fearful.

Hear our longing that leaders and   

nations will honour the worth of all 

people by having the courage

to resolve conflict through dialogue.

May all our human failings be       

transformed by your wonderful grace 

and goodness.

We ask this in the name of Christ,

the author of peace and sustainer of 

Creation. Amen.

From The United Reformed Church
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Families and Children’s Work  

 

Hello Everyone, 

It was so nice to be welcomed into the church family on my 

first service on 4 September 

and I felt truly welcomed by 

everyone. I know it will take 

time to learn everyone’s 

name so please do bear 

with me as I gradually get to meet you all. I am looking 

forward to getting to know you all.  

I have spent lots of time meeting people and key stake holders in my first few weeks 

and have plenty of ideas floating around in my head for children and family church      

related activities. I hope that you will keep an eye on church notices, noticeboards and 

our Facebook page (Steyning Saint Andrew and Saint Cuthmans) for events we hope to 

be running in the coming months. 

Our Foundation Governors, Caryl Vine and Kate Burnett and I are working together to 

help support Steyning Primary School in any way we can, building relationships with the 

young people in the school. This will then lead to my getting to know and work along-

side the whole family and  introducing them to all we offer as the centre of the          

community. 

I do hope we will be able to all work together to make these new adventures happen 

and for them to be a great success in 

sharing the love of God to all those 

round us in our community.  

I will have two parish email                   

addresses which will be available.  

These are: 

children@steyningparishchurch.org 

and 

families@steyningparishchurch.org  

Blessings, 

 

   Gary 

The Glorious Pet Service 
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Bible Reading Notes

Each “New Daylight” booklet offers 

four months of daily Bible reading 

and reflection for everybody who 

wants to go deeper with God.  It is 

ideal for those looking for a fresh 

approach to regular Bible study, and 

offers a talented team of                

contributors who present a Bible 

passage (text included), helpful comment and a prayer or thought for the 

day ahead. (A larger print version is available)

Several parishioners already subscribe to these Bible reading notes each 

year. We find that these are very accessible, small booklets providing     

helpful notes for each day’s reading. 

They are now being ordered through the Parish office with the advantage 

of a discount and the annual subscription next year should be in the region 

of £10, or £14 for the larger print version.

Existing subscribers will have already received a reminder, but if you would 

like to start to receive these booklets, we will be putting in the 2025 New 

Year order in early November, so please contact the office and ask to be    

included in the order by the end of October. 

The booklets come three times a year and can be delivered to your door or 

collected from the office.  If you wish to view an example of New Daylight, 

there is a copy in the office, so do come and have a look at it before             

ordering.

You are very welcome to join in

the monthly Croft Meadow Churches Together services.

Come and sit with some of the residents

Monday October 21 at 11:30 - 12 midday
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Generous God -  
in Southlands Valley Vineyard 

I’ve always been interested in and had a yearning to be involved in agriculture 

and after 40 years in Civil Engineering and Flood Risk Management, the        

opportunity came up to buy a little vineyard in West Chiltington.  A five-acre 

plot on a perfect south-facing slope with half its area planted to vines in the 

traditional Champagne mix of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier 

grapes. So, in 2014 a crazy early retirement fantasy turned into a beautiful 

community vineyard project and a wine business.  As the business developed, 

Brian and I decided it was time to make the move from London to Sussex, and 

in 2018 we discovered the jewel which is Steyning. 

Working on the long-term strategy for London’s tidal defence over the        

previous ten years I had become very aware that with climate change there 

would be winners and losers. We all remain rightly concerned about the      

dangers and negative impacts of climate change (and the increasingly            

unpredictable weather does cause us many problems in the vineyard) but 

over the past 20 years the climate in Sussex has become ideal for growing the 

temperate grape varieties used for making sparkling wine. We are not able to 

call it ‘Champagne’ and the search continues for a suitable generic name for 

English Sparkling wine. Any suggestions gratefully received – please send 

them to our esteemed Editor! 

Southlands Valley Vineyard was founded by local 

entrepreneur and dreamer John Gibert in the 

year 2000 (so next year we celebrate our 25th  

anniversary!).  When Brian and I bought the   

vineyard in 2014 half was vines and the other   

half was pasture, so in 2015 we planted the     

pasture with a further 3,500 vines giving us 

7,000 vines in total.  We sourced our new       

vines - the same ‘champagne’ mix - from a       

supplier in France comically (to us) named             

Tourettes.  Our ‘babies’ are now in their ninth 

year and producing a good quantity and quality of grapes. We produce about  
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Generous God   cont’d 

eight to ten tonnes of grapes per year making 6,000 to 8,000 bottles of 

Smock Alley sparkling wine. 

Our vineyard cooperative is a unique    

model where local people tend the vines 

and receive a share in the crop - currently 

the annual share is seven bottles of our 

Smock Alley sparkling wine per row of 65 

vines tended.  At harvest, an additional   

allocation of one bottle per half day 

worked, plus our traditional ‘bring and 

share’ lunch means we always have a team of enthusiastic pickers. 

Our cooperative members are an eclectic mix of local people including airline 

pilots, musicians, surgeons, recent retirees, nurses, horticulturalists,               

unemployed, a funeral director, teachers and many who are seeking peace 

and solace and find working in the vines a therapeutic experience. 

After harvest, we take our grapes to the renowned 

Wiston Estate winery, and following a consultation 

with Marcus our winemaker, we agree what sort of 

vintage they will produce for us.  The traditional 

champagne method with double fermentation is a 

three - or four - year process, but thankfully we    

always have the current vintage to enjoy.  This year 

we started with the 2020 vintages (rosé and white) 

and we are now enjoying the 2021 vintage with an 

intriguing hint of pineapple.  Every vintage is  

different, reflecting the annual journey of the vines over the past year from 

pruning through to harvest. 

Every year is full of surprises but one of the things I love most about the   

vineyard is the annual expression of new life – no wonder so many of the   

parables and stories in the Bible feature vines, vineyards and vineyard      

workers. You may like to look at the lovely video (link attached on the next 

page, and can be used as a click link if viewed in the church web site           

magazine edition). Canon Nigel produced with the cast from our  
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Generous God   cont�d

congregation entitled, Generous God, which is also the theme for this         

October’s magazine.

h ps://!nyurl.com/ParableVineyard

In Winter we prune away all the diseased wood and choose the best and 

strongest canes for the next year ready for Spring when we have bud burst -

my favourite time in the vines as new life bursts out all over the vineyard. 

There then follows an anxious wait as a late frost can damage or destroy the 

delicate shoots.

Other hazards include the three main diseases of temperate grapes – Downy 

Mildew, Powdery Mildew and Botrytis.  We try to minimise the use of       

chemicals and use organic controls when we can, but our damp and              

unpredictable climate is a constant challenge. The Spotted Wing Drosophila 

(a vinegar fruit fly) and hungry badgers are other 

challenges we have had to learn to deal with.

The highlight of our year is harvest when the 

whole cooperative, together with friends and 

families, get together for four days of celebration 

as well as a ‘bring and share’ lunch each day as we 

bring in the harvest. Sarah Lavery

Future Diary Dates

All Saints Sunday will be observed on 3 November.  That afternoon we 

will hold our popular ‘All Souls-tide Candle  Service in Steyning Parish 

Church at 4:00.

Remembrance Sunday will be observed on 10 November at10:45 at  

Steyning and Ashurst.

Festival of Christ the King will be celebrated on 24 November at Steyning 

with our guest preacher at 8:00 and 9:30 services at Steyning.

Darkness to Light. The popular candlelit Advent Carol Processional Service 

will take place at 6:00 on Advent Sunday, 1 December
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 Saint of the Month 

 

ELIZABETH FRY, PRISON REFORMER (1780-1845) 

Elizabeth Fry was born into the prominent Quaker banking family of Gurney 

in 1780. In 1800, she married Joseph Fry a London merchant and Quaker.    

Before her marriage in 1798 it was suggested to her during a Quaker meeting 

that she was called to ministry and, thirteen years later, she was recognised 

by the Society of Friends as a preacher and minister. 

Following a visit to Newgate Prison in 1813 

she was shocked by the inhumane            

conditions in which the women and their 

children were held.  She began daily visits 

where she read the Bible to them and 

taught them to sew.  This led to a long   

campaign by her to secure segregation of 

the sexes, female supervision of women 

and education for prisoners and their      

children.  Over the years most of her           

reforms were implemented. 

Her other campaigns included night         

shelters for the homeless and the               

establishment of a Society for the care and 

rehabilitation of released prisoners.  It was said that for twenty years she         

inspected every ship transporting female convicts before they sailed for  

Australia. 

In 1840 she founded a training school for nurses in Guy’s Hospital known as 

the Institution of Nursing Sisters.  This inspired Florence Nightingale who 

took a team from the Nursing Sisters to care for the wounded in the Crimean 

War. 

Elizabeth Fry's admirers included Queen Victoria, who contributed money to 

her various causes, and Robert Peel who promoted various Bills in                

Parliament to further prison reform. 

Elizabeth died at the age of 65 on 12 October 1845, the date is kept as her 
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commemoration in the Church of England calendar. She was buried at     

Barking in the Friends Burial Ground. At a public meeting after her death it 

was decided that, rather than a statue in Westminster Abbey or St Paul's    

Cathedral, a women's refuge should be established and a house was           

purchased in Hackney which housed young women who had been                

discharged from prison.  That work is still continued to-day in a hostel now 

situated in Reading. 

 

Hallowe�en Pitstop 

By putting on a Hallowe’en Pitstop we hope to          

engage with people from all the different areas of our        

community, many  we may have never met before. 

Come Into the Penfold Hall 

Where we are serving HOT CHOCOLATE 

and offering Hallowe’en themed crafts    

and board games 

 

All with a Christian theme.  

(See the illustration) 

 

THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER 

FROM 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

PENFOLD HALL 

 

Let this be your Pitstop 
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Community coffee

Do come and join us 

on a Wednesday morning 

any time between 10am  and 11:30am   

Several of our visitors go across to the Church in time 

for the Wednesday morning service, but there are al-

ways plenty of people wishing to chat until the coffee mugs are empty and we 

don’t finish until 11:30. 

Elizabeth Brown and the Coffee Team

COME IN … 

PLEASE

JOIN THE TEAM 

FOR A COFFEE 

OR TEA         

AND  A CHAT  

Memorial Bookok
To arrange for someone’s name to be added to the       
memorial book in the north aisle of Steyning Parish 
Church please complete a form found at the back of 
church. There is a suggested donation of at least £10, 
to include the cost of calligraphy.

To mark the closing months of the diocesan Year of the New Testament, Fr Mark 

will be hosting a six-session course exploring the Lord’s Prayer and how it helps 

Christians to know and worship the God of Love, the God that Jesus taught his 

disciples to call ‘Our Father’.

This course will take place over six sessions 

Starting provisionally on Thursday 10 October in the evening

at the Vicarage. 

If you would like to take part please speak to Fr Mark or send an email to the     
Parish Office. 

A huge thank you to those of you who supported our    

Garden Party in July. We were delighted to be able to 

share £600 between our two nominated charities:           

The Children’s Society and Chestnut Tree House. 

We have received letters of grateful thanks from both of 

these organisations.

Jill and Roger Brown
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Just a Thought: 

          Encouragement 

Has anyone not seen the inspiring four episode Series on BBC 1 called 

Freddie Flintoff’s Field of Dreams?  If so please try to see it on iPlayer. 

This 46 year old was brought up on a Council Estate in Preston. Educated in a 

state school, a tearaway, but becomes a brilliant all round International      

cricketer playing for England. This was a sport thought to be ‘only for posh 

boys from Public Schools’.  With his strong Lancashire accent he would have 

experienced tough times, but he overcame the odds through ability, skill, and  

a winning personality. 

You may be thinking ‘I’ve no interest in Cricket’ or ‘I can’t be bothered to read 

this’!   Well, all I can say is watch all four episodes and then see whether you 

feel differently by the end ! 

In his early 40’s Freddie woke up to the fact that, given the opportunity and  

encouragement, anyone can play cricket.  He then made it his mission to teach 

the importance of team spirit to lads who have lived their lives in individual 

bubbles and with few opportunities, to create  a cricket team. 

These boys had little idea of consideration for other people quite apart from 

considering anyone else’s feelings, but they each decided to give it a try. 

Slowly ‘encouragement’ became the name of the game, and a team took 

shape.   

This series shows how it happened.  Freddie, untrained in any form of            

psychology, chats with each one.  He has a masterly touch with the most     

troubled and difficult of boys. He simply speaks from his heart and not his 

head.  His depth of understanding and empathy moves you to tears.  He           

instinctively  knows their struggles - each one different - and totally gives of 

himself to help, encourage and guide them through their tough times. 

They learn that they have a responsibility to each other by encouraging each 

other. 

How are we able to encourage others?   Many of us are like me, old, not            

elderly, we are old!  Therefore we are frequently challenged by our limitations, 

Never mind !  We are still able to chat and to listen.  We don’t have to ‘do’       

anything.  We are not professionals. That can be a strength!!  
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Encouragement   cont�d

So we in small ways can encourage each other. Do remember though 

that listening is not passive. It can take energy and concentration. At the 

times when we really need to be listened to we are acutely aware when we 

are only heard.  Believe me, I know, because I’ve been there !  It’s just a quiet 

warning !!  

I may have gone from the sublime to the ridiculous, but there are so many

times when a word of encouragement is all that is needed. Small things. No 

need to look for them, they just happen.

N B

When you see Episode 1, if you are like me, from the South, it isn’t always 

easy to understand Freddie or the boys’ accents. Stay with it, you will get the 

gist of what is going on.

For myself I feel hugely encouraged and moved from watching how this      

series evolved.  Young boys, with no motivation whatsoever in their lives, 

some of whom would have undoubtedly spent time in prison, have become  

confident, thoughtful people ready for adulthood. All this through one man 

and his overriding desire to share his love of belonging to a cricket team and 

all the fun, lessons and discipline that that provides.

Who wouldn’t be inspired and encouraged.

Thank you, Freddie. Maureen Jones

Advent and Evelyn Underhill

From “Advent with Evelyn Underhill”  Church Publishing 

“We mostly spend our lives conjugating three verbs:  to Want, to Have, and to 

Do … forgetting that none of these verbs have any ultimate significance,        

except so far as they are transcended by and included in, the fundamental 

verb, to Be.”

In 2021 The Archbishop of York chose “The Music of Eternity: Meditations for 

Advent with Evelyn Underhill” to be his Advent Book.  It is available as a  pa-

perback, and Stephen Cotterell says “Almost before I opened this wonderful 

book, I was hooked.”  Either appeal to me to try. Have you got a favourite to 

share with us?  
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 Report from the Churchyard Management 

A small (but growing) number of enthusiastic volunteers have been working in 

the Churchyard once or twice a month for over a year now.  We hope you will 

have noticed the improved path from the Lychgate to the Church, with the 

overbearing shrubs lifted and trimmed back to give more open vistas of the 

Church and Churchyard. 

To aid our work and to help plan future work, the team has carried out a full 

shrub and tree survey this year, counting and measuring over 55 shrubs and 31 

trees.  Many of the trees have outgrown their positions and require some        

remedial work to get them back under control. But before we can do this, we 

need to get planning permissions as we are in a Conservation Area. Hopefully 

once these are secured, we can start a programme of tree work this winter. 

We started surveying the wildflowers in our Churchyard in 2021, and that has 

continued in the last two years. We have now recorded an impressive 95     

different species of wildflower, including a rare Fern and our first Pyramidal    

Orchid this year. 

Grass cutting has been 

problematic again this 

year. Our aim is to have 

a ‘wilder’ area of    

longer grass in the less 

visited areas of the 

Churchyard, which is 

cut twice a year. This has 

proven benefits for wildlife 

with toads, frogs, slow worms, field voles, dragonflies 

and numerous butterflies all being recorded this year. 

The rest of the Churchyard is supposed to be cut every 

six weeks.  But Horsham District Council (HDC) contract 

grass cutters have been unable to keep to this schedule. 

That, together with the prodigious plant growth that all 

gardeners experienced in early summer due to the wet  

 

 

 

SLOW WORMS 

COMMON 

BLUE      

BUTTERFLY 

 WALL BROWN BUTTERFLY 
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The Friends’  Children’s Event 

Spring, led to the grass overwhelming us!   We 

are in constant communication with HDC and 

will try and keep them to the schedule next 

year. 

Meanwhile, we continue to keep pathways 

clear and cut paths to tended graves where 

we have longer grass. Those with a family 

grave in these areas are invited to contact   

the Churchwardens who will arrange for an  

access path to be cut to maintain access to  

the grave.  

Roger Brown 

HOLLYHOCKS 

Monday 28 October 2024  

School Half-Term Break Children’s Event 

Bring your children along for a fun packed few hours in our stunning 

church. 

Half-Term Children’s Extravaganza! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a fun-filled and educational children’s event!  
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This year, we are excited to explore the rich history of our church through a 

variety of activities designed to spark young imaginations, such as craft 

work, exciting storytelling, and an interactive quiz.  

In addition, following the success of our Tudor Day, we’ll be hosting another 

dance session. This time, we’re considering a different period in our history. 

There will be opportunities for dressing up in period costume. 

Indoor Family Picnic: 

Families are invited to bring their own picnic to be eaten in the church. We’ll 

provide a selection of hot and cold drinks to complement your meal. 

Note: All activities are designed to be inclusive and family-friendly. Whether 

your child is a history enthusiast or simply loves to create and play, there will 

be something for everyone. 

Venue: Steyning Parish Church 

Admission: Free 

Time: Drop in any time 11am to 3pm 

 

All children to be in the care of a responsible adult. 

Watch out for firm details to be published soon.      friendsofspc.org/events 

Prayer Points for October 

· Our government and their decisions during their first year in office. 

· All with disabilities, from those immediately visible to those not so 

readily spotted. For all young people struggling with a disability. 

· Our local hospices and care homes. 

· Our local charities that bring help and assistance to those 

in need 

· For generosity towards others. 

· For those living and working in Tanyard Lane 

· Our PCC and especially the work with families and         

children 
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 Churches Together  

The Churches of Steyning, Bramber, Beeding and Ashurst updated their local 

partnership agreement in 2023. A summary of our purpose would be that: 

We all acknowledge that Jesus is Lord and that the unity of His church is the 

will of God. Therefore we join together on occasions of prayer and worship and 

we seek greater understanding of our several Christian traditions.  

In addition we work together contributing in ways such as the Ecumenical 

Lunch Club each month, Croft Meadow service every month, and also through 

Breakfast meetings which are held from time to time. 

The Churches Together committee, which meets six times through the year 

consists of vicars and pastors from each church. 

At the moment these are:- Fr Mark Heather,  Steyning Parish Church and 

Ashurst; the Revd Neill Stannard, St Peter's, Beeding; Deacon Simon Wright, 

Christ the King in Steyning and the Towers; Revd Peter Butchers, The Hub at    

Beeding Baptist Church; Revd Steven Donnison, Steyning Methodist Church.  

There should also be two lay members per church, as well. Lay people from 

each church take on the role of Chair and Secretary for two years, on a       

rolling programme. I am currently the Chair, and Ann Hanson and I, alone, 

represent our two churches.  Pam Perry was Steyning Parish Church’s other 

lay member and she was also a very efficient Secretary for our Churches     

Together meetings. She is greatly missed, especially by me.   

We now need another lay representative from Steyning Parish Church, 

please, and one who would be willing to be the Secretary alongside me.  

What is involved?  We meet over lunch starting at 12.30pm and always     

complete the business of the meeting by 2:00 or 2:30pm. That months’ host 

church provide hot drinks for us, and we all bring a packed lunch. This makes 

it a very straightforward, focused meeting.   We share our news and explore 

planning opportunities to work and worship together, and through that gain 

a greater understanding of one another.  

Please contact me, Elizabeth Brown if you'd like to come for a cup of coffee 

and a chat about the Secretary's role and what it involves.  

01903 817144 or email: ebrown.start@yahoo.co.uk 
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Family Support Work - FSW

Anagram for October

Flowers in Steyning Parish church 

for October

13 & 20 October Sue Clarke & Jayne

27 October   Elizabeth Harden

The anagram for this month is: GENEROSITY

All words to have three or more letters, but only use each letter once. No 

capitalised words or plurals allowed.

Harvest Festival at Steyning

Gifts for FSW

Sunday 6 October 9:30 Sung Eucharist AND

4:00 Harvest Family Service

At harvest time FSW always hope to fill their coffers with your food gifts, 

which sustain the families throughout the winter months. Again, this year 

your monetary gifts will be a great help with the enormous heating bills the 

families face.  These are the ways in which you can help:

Þ Bring your gifts of food or money to church on Harvest Sunday.

Þ Donating by cheque directly to Family Support Work, Top Garton 

House, 22 Stanford Avenue, Brighton BN1 6AA

Þ Cash or cheques made out to Steyning Parish PCC (with FSW written on 

the back) and posted through the Penfold Hall letterbox.

We appreciate all you do for FSW throughout the year.

With our thanks, The Steyning FSW Team
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Children�s Prayers - Thank You 

(as written, as near as possible) 

Dear God, thank you for everything I have and how lucky we are to 
not be stuck in conflict.  We pray for everyone who could be strug-
gling at home, in hospital or at school.  thank you for this brilliant 
earth and help us to mentain it and keep everything on it safe. 

Amen 

 

D 
 

ear God  

We  pray for those people who are less fortunate than 
us.  We are so lucky to have every thing that we have and please 
help those people who don’t. 

Amen. 

My Walking Shoes 

I would love a few people to join me in our home to be a church book group, 

and discuss books together, both religious and secular.  We would each be 

able to “put on our walking shoes” and think about walking with others  on 

their book journeys, and thinking about the book from a religious and faith 

perspective. 

There are some obvious books we could look at together, but if you are      

interested, then please consider these points: 

· We would meet approximately every other month on the day to suit us 

all, to be decided when we gather together. 

· We will meet at 3pm for a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits, and finish at 

5pm.  First date: Wednesday 13 November 

· Please come with some ideas for our first book so we can begin our own 

journey together. 

Then, please contact me if you would like to make this happen. 

Chris Fitton:   fittonchris13@gmail.com  01903 816946 
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Steyning’s ‘Lost’ & ‘Found’ Vicars 

 This event will be held later this year. 

The AGM and presentation was set for Sunday 13 October, 

but has been postponed to show our respect for Malcolm Donaldson 

who has sadly died, and whose funeral is to be held that afternoon. 

Malcolm was a personal friend of many Friends of the Parish Church, 

as well as a keen supporter of all we aim to do for this community. 

 

This has been our project, and we will share it with you: 

To learn how a local history project overturned accepted ‘truths’ about our 

town’s history, come along to discover the fascinating stories behind the re-

evaluation of Steyning’s Vicars’ Board.  

A dedicated team of researchers, including Sarah Leigh, Brian Hanson, Chris 

Tod and Christopher Whittick, together with the Revd Mark Heather, will   

present the surprising results of their extensive study which took them back 

as far as the 13th century. 

As a result of their research, eight of Steyning’s previously listed vicars were 

‘expelled’ and five new names identified. The team’s findings have been     

substantiated with robust historical evidence and the presentation will reveal 

their journey of discovery. 

 

The Trustees of the Friends look forward to welcoming you to this event 

when a new date is set. 

Sarah Leigh 

Striking Lucky, from the letters in The Times in September 

Sir, Short services are helped along by short sermons.  Charles Spurgeon, the 

19th century Baptist preacher, counselled his theological students on the 

subject: “If you have not struck oil after ten minutes, stop boring.”  

Terence Crolley, Merseyside 
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Concert: Chanctonbury Chorus  

Saturday 7 December 2024 at 7:30 pm 

The Creation – Joseph Haydn 

 

When Chanctonbury Chorus performs its concert around Christmastime it is 

always popular and often sold out.  This time we are singing Haydn’s, The 

Creation, and rehearsals began in earnest in September.   

We always aim for the highest of standards and we love our audiences as 

much as they seem to appreciate us!  For that reason I try to make sure that 

those who are part of our church family have every opportunity to buy     

tickets well in advance.  Please do not leave it to the last minute!  In the 

weeks immediately before our concerts I often have to say to those who   

enquire that there are very few tickets left and if they delay they may be    

disappointed.   

Tickets will be on sale from this month, October, onwards.   

Book the date now and you can see me after most 9.30 services to secure 

your place for an atmospheric concert in our lovely church.   

More details in next month’s magazine.   

(Other sellers are available but some charge commission!)         Canon Nigel 
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 Birthday Bell 

The bells in the church at Steyning ring out week in, week out and are a            

familiar sound, but in the past this wasn’t always the case.  Although there 

are limited details about the early history of the bells, from records of the  

parish in 1632, there are a number of entries relating to work being carried 

out on the bells.  Some mention four bells, whilst another is £0.16.0 being paid 

for six bell ropes; these bells probably would not have been what we think of 

today as a ring of bells. 

Moving forward to 1723, it is certain that there were five bells in the tower  

because the Churchwarden’s book has the following entry dated 11 August 

1723: ‘it was agreed there should be a twelve penny book to defray the charge of 

new casting the bells and making the five into six’.  The contractor chosen to 

carry out the work was John Waylett, who was an itinerant founder who a 

few years earlier had cast one of the bells at Ashurst.  Payment for the work 

had at least been paid in part, as an entry for 12 June 1723 records (sic): 

‘Received then of Mr Tho. Groome, churchwarden of Styning the som of three 

pounds and three shillings itt being an earnest and in partt of seventy pounds 

which I am to have for new casting the bells of the afore sayd parrish.  Witness 

my hand – John Waylett’. 

The new bells actually carried the date 1724, but unfortunately one of them 

(number four) did not last many years and in 1775 required to be recast.  This 

time the work was carried out by Pack and Chapman who were working at 

the bell foundry in Whitechapel, London.  These bells continued to be used 

for over 150 years, and in 1878 some major work was required to the frame 

from which the bells were hung, as it was reported to be in an unsafe          

condition.  During 1878 work was put in hand to repair the bell frame, and this 

was overseen by the Curate, Revd MG Vine, and carried out by a local       

Steyning builder Mr J Dalby, under the supervision of a London architect and 

surveyor, Messrs Creed and Dalby. 

The bells and frame did not have to wait much longer for even more work to 

be carried out, this time on a major scale in 1889.  The complete installation 

was removed, and of the old bells two were retained, the old fourth from  
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Bells   cont�d 

1775 and the Old Fifth from 1724.  The remaining bells were recast and two  

additional smaller bells added to bring the ring up to eight bells.   

At this time there was an extremely strong and enthusiastic band of ringers.  

The bells were hung in a brand-new frame and in addition the belfry floor 

was renewed.  The records show that this was carried out as the gift from 

three sisters, Mrs John Ingram and the Misses Elizabeth and Jane Penfold. 

Since that time (1889) the bells have been well used and remain in their    

original frame work.  More recently, in 1977, all of the fittings were replaced 

and the tenor recast.  This work was carried out by the Whitechapel Bell 

Foundry, with assistance from members of the local band.   

So it is that this year we mark the 300th birthday of one of the bells in our 

tower, as it rings out week in week out.  It would be easy to forget what has 

happened in Steyning and the wider world during that time and the               

occasions marked by the ringing of the bell. 

Happy Birthday Old Fifth! 

              David Kirkcaldy 

Generous God 

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 

his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God 

so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive 

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith?”  

         Matthew 6:28,29 

 Thank you, Jim Lang for 

this photo of the lily in 

your garden. 

If we do not feel grateful for what we already have, what 
makes us think we’ll be happy with more? 

From Little Sayings given to me 
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 Our Downs and how we look after them 

I retired in July 2023 and many asked "What are you going to do to fill your 

time?". Answer, way too much. Filling the time was easy, but everything had 

to involve looking after our beautiful area.  

I joined a newly formed Maintenance Team, set 

up by the Steyning Downland Scheme (SDS) to 

look after 170 acres of the Wiston Estate on the 

South Downs in the National Park. In the “Vision” of the SDS it states “it is a 

place where all life flourishes; an inspiring flagship of local endeavour, rich in 

wildlife; a natural community space which is enjoyed, valued and skillfully       

managed by local people”. 

Well, this really caught my imagination. But who are the people looking after 

the land? I'm going to tell you about one part, the Maintenance Group, over-

seen by Matthew Thomas (SDS Project Manager) and run by our main man, 

Barry. There are six of us in our team, all from incredibly different back-

grounds. Barry, an Import & Export Logistics Manager; Phil, a Coffee  Import-

er/Exporter; Simon P, a Civil Engineer, Paul, a Civil Servant; David, an Engineer 

of Surgical Equipment/soap actor, and me, Simon, a PE Teacher. Wow!  But 

what have we all in common? Well, I asked them why they joined the team? “I 

wanted to look after my local environment”, “I walk my dog each day on these 

beautiful downs, so I wanted to give something back”, “It all started with a real 

interest in the medieval pond, and it grew from there", "I had moved to Steyning 

and wanted to meet new people who had similar interests to me”, and “I walk 

the downs and was extremely appreciative of the gate and fencing repair and 

pathway clearance, so I wanted to give something back” 
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So we all loved the land around us and wanted to help preserve it.  

Our jobs, include gate maintenance, cutting back, helping clear the pond of 

debris and litter, plus helping local projects and events, such as ‘Unearthing 

the Past’ on the Rifle Range.   

These are but a few of the things we do to maintain our beautiful downs.  

Another article will explain how the Friends of Steyning Downland Scheme 

help fund our activities, plus how their volunteers help maintain the land on 

group session days. So look out for more news later in the year. 

Simon Knowles, on behalf of The Steyning Downland Scheme 

Steyning History Society 

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting of the Steyning   

History Society on Wednesday, 9 October 2024.  The meeting will be at 

the Steyning Centre, Combe Court. You may arrive any time after      

7:30pm ready for a 7:45 pm start.  Meetings run through until around 

9:00pm.  The title of the presentation is: 

 “A brief history of the Falkland Islands” 

 by Graeme MacPherson.   

Visitors are welcome at £5 per person.  Annual subscription available at 

£15 per person. 
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 Luke  
Who was he and what was he saying to us 

Next year, starting in Advent,  is the year of Luke’s Gospel, so I said I would wait till 
now to write about his Gospel and the Acts and just remind myself about him and 
think of some of the things we might well look out for as we read what he wrote 
and wonder what he is trying to tell us.  It’s still a bit early, but as he is one of the 
three red-letter saints of this month I thought October was a good month to start. 

His is the longest Gospel (if you do a word count), and only Luke and John tell us 
why they decided to write a Gospel. John tells us right at the end, chapter 20, “so 
that we may believe”;  Luke tells us right at the start in the first five verses, “so that 
we may be sure we’ve got it right”.  

The Gospel is in sections:- 

1. Declaration of purpose ch1 v 1-5 

2. So called “Infancy Narrative”, which will be in front of us at and after Christmas, 
and finishes with the 12 year old Jesus in the Temple. 

3. His Public Ministry, the journey which takes him from Nazareth to Jerusalem. 

4. His Passion, Death and Resurrection. 

               and I expect Luke would say also, 

5. The Spirit’s journey on from Jerusalem to Rome, which we call Acts. 

For most of 2025 we will be largely concerned with section 3, written about 50 
years after the events occurred, and perhaps 20 years after Paul’s death. From 
what, and how, he wrote, we can say that probably he was a Greek-speaking     
Gentile; had never been to Palestine; did not speak Hebrew; but knew the Old    
Testament in its Greek version; had a hazy memory of historical events and when 
they actually happened; (just like many of us ... Well, like me, anyway!) and was a 
great story-teller. 

His main theme is the journey of God’s Salvation message through Galilee and       
Judea to a climax in Jerusalem, so to start us off we read his account of the first call 
of disciples.  

I think it’s worth saying that when Paul was going full steam ahead, this chapter 
was probably the main point of his preaching - the Death and Resurrection of        
Jesus. There is hardly a word said in the Letters or in Acts about Jesus’ life and   
ministry; we have to wait for the gospels tell us. 

So Luke is at pains to stress the continuous link from Old Testament to Nazareth to 
Jerusalem and then on to Rome – the end of the world. 

Thought for the week:- I must never think I have “made it”. There is always       
somewhere further to go, something more to learn.  Don’t stop now!            

                                           Senex  
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Steyning Art Group 
ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2024

AT THE STEYNING CENTRE

Saturday 2 November 9:30am - 5:00pm

Sunday 3 November 10am - 3:30pm

We shall be displaying inspiring, original artwork 

in Oils, Acrylics, Pastel, Watercolours, Mixed Media and Pencil. 

Greeting cards will also be on sale. 

Do come and join us, meet the artists and learn more about our group.

Delicious homemade cakes.

Free Entry

Suffering in the Holy Land

Taken from Richard Rohr’s daily meditation, 9 August 2024:  Palestinian Christian pastor Dr. 
Munther Isaac reflects on what it means for his family and faith to endure injustice:
“Daddy, why did they stop us yet allow the other car to pass?”  

This was the question my seven-year-old son asked me when the Israeli soldiers sent us 

back at the checkpoint on our way to Jerusalem, having realized that the special permits 

we obtained from the Israeli military to cross to Jerusalem had expired.  

Try explaining the segregation system we have to a seven-year-old boy! How do I tell him 

that we need a permit to cross to Jerusalem while Israeli settlers don’t? Or that my ID 

card as a resident of the West Bank (I carry with me all the time) is different than that of 

Jerusalemite Palestinians, or Palestinians who hold an Israeli citizenship, or a Gazan (the 

worst of all IDs)? How do I explain to him this system of segregation that exists today?

I am forty years old, and I have already witnessed so many wars and uprisings that I 

would need a whole book to write about them. Walls, settlements, and checkpoints are 

our daily experience. Conflicts and divisions define our reality. How do I understand God, 

let alone teach the Bible, in such a context?  

A theology from behind the wall is concerned with day-to-day issues in Palestine. We are 

preoccupied with life under occupation, injustice, nonviolence, religious extremism, and 

peacemaking. We talk about identity and nationality. We do not write theology in the   

library; we write it at the checkpoint. We bring Christ in dialogue with the checkpoint. 

We simply ask, What would Jesus say or do if he were to stand in front of the wall today? 

What would he say or do if he were to stand at a checkpoint today for five or six mean-

ingless hours? What would his message be to the Palestinian trying to cross it and to the 

Israeli soldiers stopping them?



36 

Recipe for October 

 

Method 

1. To spatchcock the chicken, turn it breast-side down with the legs towards 

you. Using very sturdy kitchen scissors or poultry shears, cut down one side 

of the parson’s nose and the backbone.  Turn the chicken around and cut 

along the other side of the backbone, back to the parson’s nose. Remove 

this piece and discard. Flip the chicken breast-side up again and press down 

firmly on the breast bone to flatten it out. 

2. Mix together the salt, peppercorns, herbs, paprika and lemon zest in a 

small bowl and whisk in the oil. Rub this mixture all over the chicken. 

3. Put the chicken in a bowl and pour over the lemon juice. Place in the 

fridge to marinate overnight or for at least 1 hour. 

4. Remove the chicken from the fridge 1 hour before you are ready to cook 

it. 

5. Preheat the oven to its highest setting and put the chicken in a large 

roasting tray. 

6. Put the chicken in the hot oven and reduce the temperature to 200C/    

fan 180C/Gas 6. Roast for 35–40 minutes until cooked through and the      

juices run clear. 

Lemon, herb and paprika 

spatchcocked chicken 

Ingredients 

1 whole chicken (1.5–1.8kg/3lb 5oz–4lb) 

1tsp salt 

1 tsp black peppercorns 

½ tsp finely chopped fresh rosemary 

½ tsp finely chopped fresh chives 

1 tsp sweet smoked paprika 

1 lemon, zest and juice 

2 tbsp olive oil 

“I serve this with salad 

and lemon potatoes or 

wedges but any usual 

accompaniment would 

work well. “  Becky 
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Sussex Wild Life Trust  

Shakespeare’s Starlings -Three Act Tragedy 

Hey y’all, I’m mailing in this month’s article from my vacation at Bodega Bay on the  
foggy Pacific coast of California. It may be all organic coffee, art galleries, surfer dudes 
and flip-flops but this quaint coastal community is notorious for being the location for a 
most sinister film: ‘The Birds’ (1963). Alfred Hitchcock has long gone 
but flocks of the film’s stars still sit ominously perched on telegraph 
wires as if unaware that the portly director yelled “cut” 56 years ago. 
But unlike the local hummingbirds, phoebes and chickadees these 
particular birds look reassuringly familiar to me. They are Sturnus    
vulgaris, the European Starling, the same species we see wheeling 
around Brighton’s West Pier in their dramatic amoeboid                 
murmurations. And, like me, they don’t belong here. The Starlings 
are here thanks to Henry IV. Well, ‘Henry IV Part 1’ to be precise.  

 Act I: London, 1597. William Shakespeare scribbles the word 
‘Starling’ in his epic tale of power and treachery. With that feathered flourish of his 
quill, Shakespeare would be the author of an ecological catastrophe that would play 
out until the present day.   

 Act II: New York, 1877. Enter stage right Eugene Schieffelin, a socialite who would later 
be remembered as “an eccentric at best, a lunatic at worst”. He chaired the American 
Acclimatization Society, a group which, despite their nationalistic sounding name, were 
very keen to welcome foreigners. In fact, their aim was to import animals of economic 
or cultural interest from the Old World to the New. Schieffelin, a big fan of              
Shakespeare, had a dream: to populate America with every bird mentioned in his     
writings. And so the bard’s birds were boxed up in England and brought to New York 
where Skylarks, Pied Wagtails, Bullfinches, Nightingales, Chaffinches and many more 
were ‘liberated’ into Central Park. The majority of them died. But on March 6, 1890, 60 
Starlings (a bird mentioned only once by Shakespeare) were released in Central Park 
and they fared better. Much better. Today there are around 200 million of them across 
the United States.  

 Act III: United States, present day. The story of Schieffelin’s Shakespearian motivation 
may just be an urban legend, but the legacy of his American Acclimatization Society is 
very real. Today European Starlings are widely vilified by Americans as aggressive pests 
that have destroyed precious ecosystems and turfed out native species. Which is pretty 
rich coming from a bunch of invasive Europeans who have been doing just that for the 
past few centuries!  

And since then there have been many who seem hellbent on 
dismantling this country’s environmental regulations which  
protect wildlife, the landscape and our planet. But sure, let’s 
blame the birds. As Mr Shakespeare (almost) once wrote, "The 
fault, dear Brutus, is not in our Starlings.  But in ourselves”. 
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Proverbs 11:24-25 ESV

One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should 

give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one 

who waters will himself be watered.

Proverbs 22:9 ESV

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the 

poor

Proverbs 21:13 ESV

Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be 

answered

Generous God Sayings in Proverbs


