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Steyning Parish Church

Church Services in November

St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s

Every Sunday
8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service
9:30am Sung Eucharist each Sunday with full choir, except on
Sunday 17 November with the Music Group. A simpler
communion service, for all ages.
6:00pm Evening Service. Reflections on Sunday 10 November, and
Choral Evensong on Sunday 17 November.

St James’s
10:30am Second Sunday Remembrance Service, (See page 6)
Fourth Sunday Holy Communion

Wednesdays at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s
11:30am Midweek Eucharist
The second Sunday is Reflections

This is a quiet, peaceful evening service. This month itis on November 10 at 6pm
and entitled “The Light of the Lord”. (See poster page 6).

The third Sunday is Choral Evensong

This month it is on Sunday 17 November at 6pm.

For more details of all the special services this month (see page 6).

Vicar of Steyning Parish Church and Rector of St James’ Ashurst
The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA 879877
Parish Office Address:  Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB
Tel: 813276 office@steyningparishchurch.org www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator: Pat McMullan.

Parish Office open: Tuesday to Friday 10am to midday
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

‘Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee O Lord.’

These words, familiar to anyone accustomed to
English evensong, were originally from the older, Latin
service of ‘Compline’ — the monastic service marking
the end of the day. | call them to mind as autumn
turns to winter, as the days are shorter and as the nights are longer. The
change in seasons was more significant when people had only candles to
light them to bed.

Candles haven’t lost their popularity of course. There is something special
about a vulnerable candle flame, and its poignant brightness. The action of
lighting a candle easily turns into prayer, and becomes a way of ‘handing
over’ our needs to God.

Candles are also a sign of hope. As Christmas approaches, we remember
how a dark world longs for the light of Christ, ‘the true light’ that came to
save the world that God had made, long before Christ was born of a human
mother (John 1:8-14).

At the end of November, the Church celebrates the festival of Christ the
King, the last Sunday before Advent and the last of the church year. We pray
that the light of Christ will overcome the passing darkness of this world, as
we long for the coming of the Prince of Peace:

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Collect for Aid against all Perils,
1549 translation of a text from the Gelasian Sacramentary, 492.

fir Mav




FROM THE EDITOR:

As we acknowledge the huge impact
on everyone in Ukraine now that this
war is facing another cold winter, our
thoughts and prayers continue to be
with them all. We hold before God
those families who have found refuge
within our community.

We extend our love and deep concern
for The Holy Land and all the Bible
lands.

My public thanks to the editorial team,
as it is only with them all, that this
magazine achieved its award (p5).
Look at all the amazing work on the
Families and Children’s pages (p13).
Remembrance Sunday, All Souls
Service and more church dates for you
to note this month. Thank you for the
continued articles and pictures relating
to our community and our world.

Do please send any article to:

steyningchurchmag@gmail.com

Sunday Notices

The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent from
the Parish Office gives all the information
about services, news and events. Thereis
also the list of those needing our prayers.
If you would like to receive this sheet
contact:

office@steyningparishchurch.org orring
01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests contact:

prayers@steyningparishchurch.org
orring 01903 813276
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Magazine Award

This church magazine has been awarded a certificate of
excellence for its appeal to intended readership.

Congratulations

to the Editor, the Editorial team and the Communications team.

Chris Fitton, editor, is receivig the award
from the chair of ACE

On a beautiful autumnal day at the
end of September, Chris Fitton, our
magazine editor, travelled to an
awards ceremony at Westminster
Central Hall at the invitation of The
Association for Church Editors
(ACE). 58 church magazines had
been entered from across the
country, and we are delighted to
report that ours won the Certificate
of Excellence in the category:

““The magazine’s appeal to intended readership.”

We would like to offer heartfelt congratulations on behalf of our parish to
Chris and the Communications Group. We are so pleased that Chris’ talent,
hard work and dedication have been recognised in this way.

Thank You!
Vanessa Knowles & Catherine Berry

From your Editor:  Thank you for this report, and your kind words, but it is
only because of those of you who write the interesting articles, or who send
me pictures and reports etc that we have such an appealing magazine. Thank
you for your great contributions. Please do not stop. When you see the
certificate you will read that it is awarded to the team, those who proofread,
print and deliver the magazine to homes are all important.



Special Services in November

All Saints Sunday will be observed

on 3 November. That afternoon
we will hold our popular and gentle
All Souls-tide Candle Service in
Steyning Parish Church at 4:00. iThe | ict t of the Lord’
Remembrance Sunday will be R——
observed on 10 November at 10:45 e Lord has risen upon yot

at both Steyning and Ashurst. ™ i
Festival of Christ the King will be
celebrated on 24 November The Revd
Andrew Smith is advising our PCC
about how to encourage the

congregation give generously. He Sunday 10 s _mber, 6pm
will be preaChmg at 8am and 9:30am The Parish C% St Andrew

services, and looks forward to & St Cuthman, Steyning

meeting you.

Parish Registers 2024

BAPTISM
22 September Herbert Timothy Foy Gue

FUNERALS
30 September Angela Rosemary Browse died 8 September
1 October David William Mendez died 2 September
1 October Stephen (Steve) Seymour died 14 September
13 October Malcolm David Cairns Donaldson died 22 September

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

6



Prayer Diary for November
Friday 1 November All Saints’ Day

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fel-
lowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so
to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may
come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who truly
love you.

Saturday 2 November All Souls’ Day

Eternal God, our maker and redeemer, grant us, with all the faithful depart-
ed, the sure benefits of your Son’s saving passion and glorious resurrection
that, in the last day, when you gather up all things in Christ, we may with
them enjoy the fullness of your promises:

Sunday 3 November The Fourth Sunday before Advent
Sunday 10 November The Third Sunday before Advent
Sunday 17 November The Second Sunday before Advent
Sunday 24 November Christ the King

(Sunday next before Advent)

Friday 29 November Day of Intercession and Thanksgiving for the
Missionary Work of the Church

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the church in the
unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created or-
der to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Saturday 30 November Andrew the Apostle

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Saint Andrew that he
readily obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ and brought his brother with
him: call us by your holy word, and give us grace to follow you without delay
and to tell the good news of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.



The Light of the Lord

This is the theme for this month’s magazine and it is joined

up with the Reflections theme. | will aim to give some words,
alongside the cover picture, for us to think about as we
enter into a time of Remembrance.

Looking in the Bible we find
mention of the Light of Christ,
or of our Lord, mentioned so
many times.

“The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness
has not overcomeit.”

(John 1.5)

When | was sorting through some books about four days ago, | came upon a

piece of paper given out at an RE course | was doing with the diocese. Itis
the story of how Derek Prince came to find the love of the Lord. Derek was
born in Bangalore in 1915, and died in 2003.

“I was a professional philosopher at Cambridge University a good many years
ago now and when | was called up into the British Army in World War Il my big
problem was what will | take with me to read, because that’s what my life
centered around, was reading books. After a while | reasoned with myself
something like this. Here you are, you’re supposed to be a teacher of
philosophy but there’s one book in the world, a book of philosophy, that is
more widely read and more influential than any other book in human history. |
said to myself you know very little about what’s in that book. You know the
book that | had in mind? The Bible. So | decided it was my philosophic duty to
read the Bible. | didn’t have any special desire to read the Bible, I just felt | had
to do it.

So I went out and bought myself a nice, new, black Bible because | couldn’t
conceive at that time that the Bible would be any colour but black. Then I said
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The Love of the Lord cont’d

to myself how do you study the Bible? And my answer was treat it like any
other book, begin at the beginning and read it through to the end in order. So, |
made up my mind to do that.

The first night | was called up and | was in the barrack with twenty-four other
new recruits, it was the 12 September, 1940. It happened to be my mother’s
birthday. She’d always - | was going to say prayed for me but that wouldn’t be
the word - she’d always got on to me because | was a philosopher, she didn’t ap-
prove of that. All my family have been officers in the British Army. From time
to time she would say to me, “I wish you’d get your hair cut and go into the
Army.” So when | was called up | went back on leave, | said, “There you are,
your wish is granted, my hair is cut, I’'m in the Army.” But | did not go in by
choice.

So, the first night in this barrack room with twenty-four strangers, | thought
I’m going to start the Bible. So I began at Genesis 1.1, | opened my Bible, sat
down on the bed and started to read. In due course the other recruits realized |
was reading the Bible and a kind of uneasy hush fell on the whole barrack room.
I realized, which | subsequently confirmed, that to be seen reading the Bible
regularly in the Army makes you very conspicuous.

However, | said I've started, I’'m going to stick with it. In about nine months |
had read as far as the book of Job - which is probably a lot better than some
professing Christians do! But I couldn’t understand it, | found it a remote,
wearisome, baffling book. The only reason | went on reading it is | said to
myself no book is going to defeat me. I’ll read it through.

And then on a certain night in July 19411 had a supernatural revelation of Jesus
Christ in the middle of the night in an army barrack room. And that radically
and permanently changed the whole course of my life. It didn’t make me
perfect, it still hasn’t made me perfect, but it did make me different. And the
next day when | opened my Bible it was the most dramatic difference. It was as
if God was speaking personally to me as if there are only two persons

involved - God and me - and the Bible was God speaking to me. And it’s been
that way now for more than fifty-one years. But | had a revelation. As long as |

tried to understand it with my philosophic reasoning | could make no sense of
9



Love of the Lord cont’d

it. And | believe we are shut up, in a sense, to revelation. We have to depend on
God to reveal by the Holy Spirit the truths that we really need to know.”

Love is a wonderful thing. To love is to look at virtues, and not the faults.
Love is patient and kind, bears and endures all things, believes and hopes in
all things, is not jealous, or boastful or proud or rude or selfish, but rejoices in
truth, not evil, and keeps no record of wrongs. This is the love of a parent to
a child, and so it is the love of the Lord to us. To love Christ is the very
cornerstone for a Christ filled life, and being God’s hands here on earth.

My connections with war are slender. It has happened around me but not to
me, and my father rarely talked about his time in the RAF in World War Two.
So any thoughts | have connecting Remembrance with the Love of the Lord
is not born from experience as | have known predominantly peace-time. We
all understand about the threat of war, or terrorism and fear, and our
thoughts are with all who are in the midst of war and terror now, today, this
minute; with those children who know of no education, or water, or
warmth, or understanding of their situation. We can pray, and we can grasp
that theirs is a sacrificial life - they have lost their lives as much as those who
die as soldiers on the battle field. Such courage, but amid war-filled
darkness, the light will shine by many sacrificial acts of heroism that never
make headlines.

Love your enemies, says Jesus, and bless those who persecute you. The
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks once said, “We need to respect our opponents’
Integrity and include them in our embrace.” Love your opponent and those
who stand on the other side of the political or religious divide. Let your light
shine in the darkness.

My final thought is to give yourself time to reflect on the Love of the Lord
that surpasses human knowledge and understanding. Chwis Fittov

““May you have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God” Ephesians 3.18,19
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Prayers for the Second year of Crisis

in Jerusalem and all the Holy Land

Father of All Mercies

Father of all mercies, we pray for
the families who have fled their
homes in fear. We lift up the
mothers and fathers who have
escaped with only their children,
leaving everything else behind.
Their country has changed, their
lives will never be the same and
they are afraid of the future.

Lord, you are the God who heals.
Please bring your comfort and
healing to those who are hurting.

We lift up the communities who
have taken in refugees and displaced
people, even though they may be
struggling themselves. We thank
you for their generosity and
compassion towards those in
distress.

Lord, you are the God who pro-
vides. We pray that timely help and
support will reach all who are in
need.

Father, there is so much pain and
conflict across the Middle East. We
pray for leaders throughout the
region and ask you to turn their

hearts towards peace. As our leaders
and those around the world consider
how to respond, please grant them
wisdom and insight.

Lord Jesus, you are the Prince of
Peace. We pray for an end to the
violence and bloodshed, and ask you
to bring a new dawn of peace across
the Middle East

Xowier
University

B

Our Arms
We lay down our arms
So that we can reach our arms
Out to one another.
We seek harm to none, and harmony for
all...
Victorious, not because we will never
again know defeat,
But because we will never again sow
division.

Poem by Amandor Gorman
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Pray for Ukraine and World Peace

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,
reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and com-
fort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring.

Lord may your Kingdom come, and your will be done.

We pray that people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that
there will be provision of essential food, power and clean water; for
vulnerable people who cannot flee.

That refugees will find safe places to stay. For healing for people who are
wounded or have experienced trauma, remembering those caught in the
attack on the children’s hospital in Kiev; and comfort for those who are
grieving.

We pray that international leaders will know wisdom and understanding,
strength, courage and compassion.

Ukrainian citizens ask that we pray:

« That God would intervene in the situation and stop the violence

« For God’s wisdom for the presidents and authorities of both countries

«  That God will care for those who are in danger, especially for those who
have lost their loved ones, for His comfort and protection over them and the
church

Please also pray for the people of Russia:

«  That God will comfort Russian families who have lost their beloved ones

For Courage to do Justice

O Lord, open my eyes that | may see the needs of others; Open my ears
that I may hear their cries; Open my heart so that they need not be
without succour; Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the
anger of the strong; Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger
of the rich. Show me where love and hope and faith are needed, and use
me to bring them to those places. And so open my eyes and my ears,
that | may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for thee.

Alan Paton, South Africa, United Methodist Hymnal #456
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Families and Children’s Work

What a joyous occasion! The Family Harvest
Service hosted by Gary on the theme of ‘Squeak The
Harvest Mouse’ (a mouse who hid in a barn and was
thrilled to find a Harvest Festival service in progress).

Harvest Festival

Family Service

We had the story, songs, readings
and origami prayers, and all
started at the family friendly time
of 4pm.
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Hello Everyone,

Lots happened in October. You can see, over the page that lots of
fun things happened at the Harvest family friendly service . It went really
well .

Within Steyning Primary School | have been taking some
collective worship, talking about Harvest and also the
Ugandan Primary School | support.

We also have presented new Bibles to every class

which are reflective of the various abilities within the Key
Stages and Year Groups.

We gave reception some Bible stories, Yrs 1 & 2
had Beginners Bibles with lots of pictures, Yr 3 & 4
had the Lego Bible and Yrs 5 & 6 had a Youth
Bible.

Also, the school celebrated winning an award for

the Best School Library in the whole country and
the librarian has been invited to the House of

Commons to talk to MP’s about how important
school libraries are for young people.

WELL DONE TO THE PRIMARY SCHOOL, \‘ \ W
AND CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN.
The Cake Ministry

Weekly cakes and treats are made by members of the church and sent into
school for all the staff. These have been going down really well, and a big

THANK YOU to everyone who has baked.

Little Stars 5\ e sl Yo

We have also launched our new Baby and Tod-

dler group ‘Little Stars’ and we have seen people join us for a time for fun
and play. (See p15 for meeting times) Blessings

Gawy
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SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
2.30 - 11.30
STANDREW'’S & ST CUTHMAN'S
CHURCH

CAKE MAKING, WREATH MAKING,
CRAFTS, REFRESHMENT AND CAROLS

Steyning Saint Andrews and Saint Cuthmans
----- steyningparishchurch.org

SUGGESTED DONATIO

WL E £2PERFAMILY N
5221/'5 3“

PENFOLD CHURCH HALL
THURSDAYS 09.30-11.30

TOYS, CRAFTS, SINGING AND LOTS MORE
COFFEE AND CAKE FOR PARENTS, CARERS AND

GRANDPARENTS |

f Stoyning Saint Andrews and Saint Cuthman
<

2. steyningparishchurch.org

Community
coffee

Penfold Hall

COME IN ...
PLEASE

FOR A COFFEE OR
TEA AND
A CHAT

10-11:30
IN THE PENFOLD
HALL

WEDNESDAY
MORNING
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Christ, be our Light

With our own eyes, we see salvation
In deepest night, shadows are lifted  Within our hearts, we are set free

Now let your servant go forth in Your Word made flesh, hope of the

peace nations

Your Word fulfilled, your promise Light for the world to see!

honoured

Love that will never cease! Christ, be our light! Shine in our
hearts

Christ, be our light! Shine in our

hearts Shine through the darkness
Shine through the darkness Christ, be our light!
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Shine in your church gathered today Bernadette Farrells

SAMS next meeting

St Andrew’s Men’s Society Tuesday 26 November
is a meeting of a group of male mem- Speaker:
bers of Steyning Parish Church and Steve McGuire
guests. We meet in the Penfold Hall, talk entitled :
beginning with a glass or two of A Long Way Round
wine and nibbles. Doors open at 3:45 for 4:00 start
Then we enjoy a talk. ‘ Any enquiries please to:
' Leonard Warner

Do join us.

News from Chichester Cathedral

New Dean of Chichester Cathedral
The Very Reverend Dr Edward Dowler was installed as Dean of Chichester in
a service at Chichester Cathedral on Saturday 14th September.

16



$

The Friends i i,

‘Lost and Found Vicars’ - new date for this presentation ™ 7

Saturday 30 November 2024

About four years ago, during the Covid lockdown, the current Vicar of
Steyning, Father Mark Heather, asked the Church historian (Sarah Leigh) to
check the details on the Vicars’ board in the church which lists those who
have been Vicars of Steyning going back to 1307.

It actually took about three years to get a list with which we had any
confidence, and it has taken another year to get the new Board ready to
launch. Along the way several core helpers got involved. Chris Tod (for 25
years Hon. Curator of Steyning Museum), Christopher Whittick (previously
Senior Archivist at East Sussex) and Brian Hanson of our own PCC who is very
knowledgeable about canon law, besides many local historians. Sarah’s job
was to check the bishop’s records and organise the information.

In the end we all met to decide who should stay and who to ‘sack’; we took
off eight people who had never been a vicar, and added five who really were,
dating back to 1278.

So if you want to know why, and how, we lost and found these vicars of
Steyning, do come and hear us all explain. Postponed from 13 October, it will
now be on:

Saturday 30 November (St Andrew’s Day) at 4 pm
at Steyning Parish Church of St Andrew and St Cuthman,
4pm to about 6.45

Presentation of Steyning's Lost & Found Vicars, including Q & As (and half an
hour of drinks and nibbles).

No charge, no tickets, just come.

For members of the Friends: the AGM will be at Rosebank, Jarvis Lane,
Steyning BN44 3GL at 2 pm on 18 November.
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Future Diary Dates

Darkness to Light.
The popular candlelit Advent Carol Processional Service
6:00 on Advent Sunday, 1 December.

Christingle Service.

A Children’s Society service celebrating Jesus as the Light of the world.
Sunday 8 December at 4pm

Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 15 December at 6pm
Voice of Christmas

A beautiful Christmas concert at Steyning Parish church on
Wednesday 18 December (See Concert page of website for times)

Village Carol Service
At Ashurst St James at 4pm
Start the Year Service

Wednesday 1 January 2025 at 10:30am

Prayer Points for November

- All those who will be remembering family and friends who have died in
any conflicts around the world

« All charities who work in war torn areas
« Children who do not have access to education
. Forour armed forces wherever they are serving

« The work of our Church Parish Council and the new
Families and Children's initiatives

. Forall who live and work in Maudlyn Parkway and The
Ridings
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Saint of the Month
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HILDA, ABBESS OF WHITBY
(614-680)

Hilda was born in 614 the niece of
Edwin, King of Northumbria and
brought up in his court. In 627 Edwin

was baptised along with his whole
court including Hilda. Six years later
Edwin was killed in battle by the King
Hilda of Whitby - Mother and  of Mercia and Hilda had to flee to

Guide of the English Kent.

At the age of 33 Hilda answered the call of Bishop Aidan of Lindisfarne to
return to Northumbria to live as a nun. After a year, Aidan appointed her as
Abbess of Hartlepool Abbey. With that experience, Hilda became the
founding Abbess of the new Abbey at Whitby. The Abbey came to have a
significant role in the development of the faith in England. It was a double
monastery of both men and women living separately, but governed by a
single head. The community became famous for its learning and no fewer
than five bishops were trained there.

The Venerable Bede in his History of the English Church and People describes
Hilda as a woman of great energy who was a skilled administrator and
teacher. She gained a reputation for wisdom and her advice was sought by
many people of influence. However, she also had time for ordinary folk such
as Caedmon, a herdsman at the monastery who composed verses praising
God. Encouraged by Hilda, he is recognised as the earliest English poet.

The prestige of the Abbey was such that it was chosen to host the Church's
synod which became known as the Synod of Whitby. The synod was famous
because it settled the matter of the calculation of the date of Easter - a
dispute between the Celtic Church and the Church of Rome. It was decided
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Saint of the month cont’d

that the Roman practice should be followed which Hilda and her community
agreed to, even though Hilda had argued for the Celtic use.

In the last seven years of her life Hilda suffered from fever and severe pain.
However, she continued to work up to the date of her death at the age of 66.

Memorial Book
To arrange for someone’s name to be added to the

In Memory

memorial book in the north aisle of Steyning Parish
Church please complete a form found at the back of
church. There is a suggested donation of at least £10,
to include the cost of calligraphy.

Martyn Snow, in the Pilgrim book, The Creeds, which the
Study Group are working on, writes a reflection on

“I believe in the Holy Spirit”,

and entitled it ‘The Go-between God’. Pam read us this part of
a sermon preached by a friend of hers.

“The Holy Spirit stamps the words of Jesus into our brains and hearts. John
V Taylor, once Bishop of Winchester wrote in his remarkable book, ‘The
Go-Between God’:

‘The Holy Spirit is the power which opens eyes that are closed, hearts that are
unawadre, minds that shrink from reality’.

Jesus, in the gospel of John, makes the same point when he tells his twelve
disciples “It is the Holy Spirit that comforts, and will guide you into truth” If
you are willing, this promised Holy Spirit of truth can, and will lure you from
all shallow thinking and plunge you into the very depth of knowing where
God in Christ will truly be known. Are you prepared for that?”

Given for this magagine by Pamw Finnigarn
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Bereavement Cafe

Members of our pastoral care team are starting a much needed

Bereavement Cafe

on the second Friday of each month

between 2 and 4pm at the Penfold Hall

starting on 8 November.

All are welcome

to this safe space for tea, biscuits, chat and support. Please look out for
flyers in church and around the town. Contact Judie on 01903 810392

or care(@steyningparishchurch.org

The Steyning Society

Friday 15 November 7:00 for 7:30
The Steyning Centre
The Role of the Sussex Police

& Crime Commissioner

by Katy Bourne

Katy Bourne was first elected Police
Commissioner for Sussex in 2012. She
will talk about her experiences in the
role during which she supported
various initiatives to tackle hate crime
and domestic violence and to improve
liaison with young people, and finding
funding during Government cuts.

The doors are open at 19:00 and there
will be wine or sparkling elderflower

(monetary donations welcome) on arri-
val. There will be a Bring and Buy table.

Free to members and £5 guests.
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Steyning History Society

WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER

The meeting will be held at the
Steyning Centre 7:30pm for 7:45pm

The talk is entitled

The Normans in Sussex,
England's Gatekeepers

by Kevin Newman.
Visitors are welcome at

£5 per person.

You are very welcome to join in
the monthly Croft Meadow
Churches Together services.

Come and be among some
of the residents.




Just a Thought:
Where Poppies Blow

Have you ever wondered how thousands of fallen personnel are buried
beneath pristine identical headstones in beautifully tended Cemeteries
following WW12 | have come across a passage in a book, ‘Where Poppies
Blow’

“Veterans were becoming concerned that insufficient traces would remain of
what had taken place on the Western Front, and that earth would lose its
memory.”

There are no cemeteries for those who fell at Waterloo, Agincourt, or
Blenheim all forgotten.

Everything was about to change.

The man largely responsible was Sir Fabian

Ware. As war began in 1914 he was 45, too old
to fight, and too young to do nothing. So he
went to France and became the Commander
of the Mobile Ambulance Unit of the Red
Cross. They soon did more than transport the
wounded from the battlefields.

In fighting for its life the British Army had little
time to deal with its dead. At Ware’s insistence

SIR FABIAN WARE

he urged that his Unit searched for any hastily
dug graves of the fallen - often marked with nothing but a cross roughly
made from branches, or a biscuit tin lid with some scrawled words written on
it.
He decided that, when graves were found, they should be marked with a
proper wooden cross and identification plate. His Unit now became known as
‘The Graves Registration Commission’. However, registering these graves was
not enough for Ware. He was determined to find a permanent solution for
the Commemoration of the fallen. Good fortune would have it that he had
‘friends in high places!’
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Just a thought cont’d

In 1917 the Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC) was founded by Royal
Charter with Ware as its Vice Chairman. Lord Derby acted as its figurehead.
At Ware’s cajoling the IWGC decided that all War Graves should be uniform.
This way rich and poor alike were to be buried where they fell regardless of
privilege or rank, and each with an identical headstone.

Those missing were still to be honoured with their names carved onto
magnificent arches or memorials. Those without name tags would be
buried, ‘known only to God’ engraved on their headstone.

He insisted that all cemeteries and memorials should be constructed from
the finest materials and designed by the greatest Architects of the day. Sir
Edwin Lutyens among them.

What an amazing man Ware was, and certainly way ahead of his time.

The Cemeteries were to be

gardens of remembrance,
planted with trees and flowers
to become ‘little bits of Britain’
on land sequestered from

France, so the dead would lie
among English scenes. There
is something very beautiful
about them - some vast, others

very small, with these often

set apart in a peaceful field. They continue, to this day, to be gardens.
Headstones are set in narrow flower borders between grass paths,
beautifully kept.

As one visitor said “it is the simplest, yet it is the grandest place | ever saw”.

By 1927 the IWGC had overseen the construction of 500 permanent
cemeteries in which 400,000 headstones had been laid down.

With so many missing, memorials were considered to be of great
importance.

The Menin Gate is one, at Ypres, Belgium. A magnificent structure

commemorating the names of 54,896 missing, engraved on the memorial
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Just a Thought cont’d

panels. The Arch wasn’t large enough for the names of all the soldiers who
were killed in the Ypres Salient so 35,000 nhames are recorded at a separate
memorial at Tyne Cot Cemetery.

Every night at 8pm there is a short ceremony at the Menin Gate when
the Last Post is played. This has taken place
from 2 July 1928, with the exception of the
years May 1940 until September 1944 due to
the Nazi Invasion. Then it was played at
Brookwood Cemetery in England. It
resumed again at the Menin Gate the very
night that Ypres was liberated from the Nazi

occupation on 6 September, and continues to
this day.

In 2006 Ray and | went on a three-day Tour of

CEREMO-
WW1 Cemeteries and Sites. We visited many, NY AT THE

all so similar and yet each with their own
special atmosphere of peace and beauty.

In the 1850’s and 60’s two of my great uncles
and a great aunt emigrated to New Zealand.
We visited the grave of one of their
descendants at Westhof Farm Cemetery in
Belgium.

During the War the Site had been a dressing
station. Just over 100 servicemen were laid to
rest there. It was such a moving

experience.

Why, when we walked up the steps and saw

the family name, did | burst into tears?

MAUREEN AT WESTHOF FARM

CEMETERY, LITERALLY IN THE MippLE | KN€W nothing about Frederick Havill other
OF FARMLAND. THELANDISAGIFT  than he was 24 years old, and a Rifleman. It
FROM THE BELGIAN PEOPLE must have been the feeling that he was being
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Just a thought cont’d

remembered, so far from home, and | could well have been the first person
ever to have visited his grave.

| prayed and thanked him for his sacrifice in giving his life for us in our
country, the other side of the world from his. So, imagine the comfort these
thousands of graves have given to relatives over the years. Somewhere to
visit and grieve.

Ware gave such a gift to many thousands of individuals over the last 100
years, enabling them to enter these peaceful sanctuaries of comfort
and blessing.

A very special man indeed,

Sir Fabian Ware.

An interesting comment : the CWGC has an online register of UK and
Commonwealth Forces casualties who fell during the 1914 - 18 War. They call
it “the Debt of Honour.”

Mauwwreerv Jones
From the Editor: Thank you Maureen for telling such a moving personal story.
I would love to hear from anyone with a personal story that they feel they
could share. Do visit the War Graves in our Churchyard.

Pastoral Care

It’s been a little while since this team was commissioned and | would like to
remind you, or anyone you know, that our work in our church and the
parish, is to give a listening ear, a shoulder to ease a heavy burden or a
phone call to let you know someone is listening to your concerns or
worries. Please don’t hesitate to be in touch and feel free to email
care(@steyningparishchurch.org or speak to me 01903 810392.

Someone from the team is ready to be there at your side either by phone or
in person.

Judie Thomsonw Pastoral Cawve Co-ovdinator
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St Luke
Who was he and what was he saying to us?

This is part two of three articles that Senex is writing, helping
us to know a little more about the gospel of Luke. This month
he explores the Sermon on the Plain and how Luke shows a
real love and concern for the poor.

As the year of Luke’s Gospel comes closer, | am thinking of some of the
things we might well look out for during the year as we read what he has to
tell us.

Last month | noted the pattern Luke uses for his writings is that of two
journeys; from Nazareth to Jerusalem for Jesus; and from Jerusalem to
Rome for the Spirit in the Church. We need to be ready to move onin our
own Christian life, we can never rest easy in a lay-by.

(It is not just by chance that the early Christians were known as followers of
The Way. Bunyan’s Pilgrim was always progressing, and | imagine the
trumpets which sounded for him “on the other side” were still calling him
forward).

Much of the Gospel readings come from what is known as the Sermon on the
Plain, Luke’s version of Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. Matthew puts it
on the Mount because he wants to portray Jesus as a second Moses, who did
most of his communing with God on a mountain on his own or with a select
few. | think Luke is more concerned with Jesus’ wider audience on his
journey. It’s better not to lead large numbers up mountains; (remember the
Grand Old Duke of York? — Not the present one, but the famous one!) So
Luke sets his version of the Sermon on level ground!

If you compare the two Sermons you will find Matthew says “the poor in
spirit” while Luke says “Blessed are the poor”. They both mean the same
thing, but Luke's word ‘Poor’ is a good example of two more things to look
out for in his Gospel.

He knows the Old Testament in Greek, where the ‘poor’ are traditionally the
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St Luke cont’d

downtrodden Remnant of Israel, left behind when the important people are
sent to exile, left behind when they return from exile, ignored as unimportant
when the kingdom is restored, real down-trodden strugglers ready to be
despised and exploited by anyone who can be bothered, but yet quietly and
faithfully observing the Law and the worship.

Luke’s knowledge of the poor spills over into his severe criticism of anyone
with property or wealth. As we read through the gospel during next year,
watch out for this bias to the poor as he selects bits of Jesus’ teaching. (e.g.
Dives, the rich young man, the eye of the needle, etc.). Remember this
continues over into Acts, where the early Christians cashed in all their capital
and spent up, so that Paul had to collect for the Jerusalem rescue fund from
the churches round the Mediterranean!

If we are to take Luke seriously, we have to take to heart what he says about
humbleness of heart AND about worldly wealth and property. Is this a subject
almost as taboo as talking about death? It could prove uncomfortable enough
to qualify for Lent?

Think on! Senex

Anagram for November
The anagram for this monthis: FIREWORKS

All words to have three or more letters, but only use each letter once. No
capitalised words or plurals allowed.

Set to WORK. It’s for the WISER amongst us!!

Flowers in Steyning Parish church

for November

9 and 16 November Sandi Dibb
23 and 30 November  Christine Aubrey
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September Parochial Church Council

The Parochial Church Council (the PCC of Steyning Parish Church) is
the legal, executive body, made up of the clergy, churchwardens and
laity. They have legal responsibility for the church, it’s finances and
land. This is Bill’s personal reflection on the meeting.

The Steyning PCC met on 18 Septem-
ber to conduct the usual full agenda.
After Fr Mark’s introduction and pray-
er, we welcomed Adrian Bamforth,
who has been co-opted to the PCC

to assist the churchwardens with
looking after our building.

The main topic under discussion was
finance. Treasurer John Edwards
presented the current picture,
showing that, with the necessary
repairs to the tower roof and the
subsidence affecting the Penfold Hall,
our reserves will be drastically
depleted. We are seeking grant aid
to help with the tower repair, and
we are grateful to the Wilson
Memorial Trust and their promise to
help with the Penfold Hall. We have
received a number of donations and
pledges, and the Friends of Steyning
Parish Church have offered help. We
have been running at a deficit for a
number of years, dipping into the
building fund to meet general
expenses, the situation is looking
difficult.

Each year all parishes are expected to
pay a ‘parish share’ to the diocese to
cover the cost of our clergy. For 2024
there was no increase to our parish
share, but we expect to do so in 2025.
This year the diocese has added to the
generous donations from our
congregation, enabling us to employ
Gary, our Families and Children’s
worker. The Vicar and PCC need to
encourage more generous giving
from the congregation.

Some sections of the guttering to the
lychgate have become loose, prompt-
ing further investigation of the roof. If
funds permitted, we would remove
and replace all the Horsham stone
slabs and repair some of the timber
batons, and take steps to strengthen
the frame. Meanwhile, the gate has
been assessed as safe by a structural
engineer. Adrian reported that the
Steyning company, Coast to Coast
Roofing, who carried out the recent
repair to the North Aisle, had offered
to make things safeona temporary
basis free of charge, for which we are
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The PCC September Meeting cont’d
extremely grateful.

This is an historically-important Grade
1listed building, and so maintenance
to the fabric can easily eclipse the
even more important areas for
discussion, the mission and
discipleship of our church, but that
will not happen.

We are pleased that Gary is
spreading the word in our primary
school and he is planning exciting
events to take our mission out into
the community.

Admission of younger people to Holy
Communion, as part of preparation

for confirmation, is making progress.
We are hoping to expand the work of

House Groups, starting with a course
on the Lord’s Prayer. We are also
hoping to offer a quiet Sunday
evening Taizé service, to compliment
our lay-led Reflections, and so adding
to the variety of worship we offer.

Finally, the results of the recent
Worship survey were presented. We
cannot please everybody all the time,
but the mixture of traditional and
modern worship is generally
appreciated - the high standards of
music in particular —and it is
encouraging that our congregation is
growing. We hope, that with our
Lord’s help, we are heading in the
right direction.

Bl Thomsor

The Arts Society Steyning

November 11 10am - 12 noon The Steyning Centre
THE ASTONISHING MASTER MOZART COMES TO LONDON

By Graham Griffiths

This lecture tells of the Mozart family’s stay in London (1764-65) when

the 8-year-old child prodigy, Wolfgang Amadeus, befriended George Il
and became the subject of medical research. The talk is illustrated with
explanations and performances of Mozart’s witty and precocious

miniatures at the piano or electric keyboard.

Graham Griffiths’ experience includes work as a lecturer, conductor, pianist
and composer. He has been a guest on BBC Radio 3’s Composer of the Week

and his work has been broadcast in several countries.

Free to members, £10 donation for visitors
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‘God of Surprises’

The mention of ‘Advent with Evelyn Underhill’ in the GERARD W. HUGHES
October magazine (p20), and the question, do we
have similar favourite books, reminded me of ‘God
of Surprises’ by Gerard W. Hughes (published by
Darton, Longman & Todd). When we first started
attending Steyning church, | think it was our

second sermon from Fr Mark, (the first made an 1

GOD
SURPRISES

Hughes, however, he describes himself as REVJSED AR UEDATID ER TN

EWORD Y EUGENE PEY

even deeper impression) that referenced a tale
from this book. Normally I might be put off by the
fact that it was written by a Catholic priest, Fr Gerard

bewildered, confused and disillusioned — which
was how | felt at the time, searching for a church community | could regard

as my own.
Fr Gerard describes our spiritual journey in terms of
The theme of the our earthly journey: infancy - when we absorb what
book describes others tell us; adolescence — when we ask questions
our ‘inner journey’ about what we have learned and begin to form our
— that which takes own opinions; and adulthood, when we have a
us through life on clearer idea of what we think and where we are
earth to eventual going. Along the way we are encouraged to ask
salvation. questions, to find out for ourselves, and to ‘dig for

the treasure’ as Fr Gerard puts it. Some so-called
believers, we are told, never progress beyond the infancy stage, relying on
teaching alone and seldom searching for any real meaning. The book’s
journey, as in real life, goes off at tangents along the way. | found that very
useful, helping me to answer question, ‘What would Jesus do?’

When, or even if, | might manage to reach full spiritual adulthood, cannot be
answered by a mere book. But if | get slightly closer to eventual knowledge
and enlightenment it will indeed have proved a worthwhile read. Our God is,
indeed, one of surprises.
Bl Thomso
Could you write about another helpful book?
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The Children’s Society Cards

Chiﬂl:?en‘s The Children’s Society annual report for 2024, recently published,
Society contains much information about their work. One fact that stands
out for me is that in 2024 its expenditure exceeded its income by
£2.2m compared with a surplus in the previous year of £2.6m, after adjusting
for investment gains in both years. This swing from surplus to deficit resulted
from a big reduction in legacy income and higher expenditure due to inflation,
plus an increase in staff numbers. The necessity for this increase is shown by
the fact that in 2024 the Society worked with 72,000 young people, compared
with 63,800 in the previous year. Given what we read about young people’s

mental health, the increase is not surprising.

One way we can help to redress this deficit is by buying | We can help their
the Society’s Christmas cards. Based on previous years’ |deficit by buying
figures half of the price paid for a card supports their Children’s Society
important work. The cards come in packs of ten priced | Christmas Cards.
between £3.25 and £3.75 per pack — 33p to 38p per card.
They are all printed in this country on sustainably sourced

card.

I can take orders from the samples of all the cards
available this year, which can be seen at

7 Goring Road (tel. 01903 816946, e-mail dfitton(@talktalk.net)

and a limited number of catalogues are available in church.

Orders for cards should be placed with me by November 14.
Alternatively, cards can be ordered on line at:

childrenssociety.org.uk/christmas-cards. But note, orders under £50 placed
individually will incur a charge of £4.95 for post and packing.

Dowvid Fittorv

There are two main things we can give our
children: one is roots and the other wings
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Concert: Chanctonbury Chorus
Saturday 7 December 2024 at 7:30 pm

The Creation - Joseph Haydn

When Chanctonbury Chorus performs its concert around Christmastime it is
always popular and often sold out. This time we are singing Haydn’s, The
Creation, and rehearsals began in earnest in September.

' | We always aim for the highest of standards
, .,q‘ ‘ H “ ‘ and we love our audiences as much as they
n,' :g- §‘ seem to appreciate us! For that reason|tryto
' ‘ make sure that those who are part of our

church family have every opportunity to buy
tickets well in advance Please do not leave it to the last minute! In the
weeks immediately before our concerts | often have to say to those who
enquire that there are very few tickets left and if they delay they may be
disappointed.

Tickets will be on sale this month.
Book the date now and you can see me after most 9:30 services to secure
your place for an atmospheric concert in our lovely church.

(Other sellersy are available but some chawge commission!) Canow Nigel

A beautiful Children’s Prayer

Pat Edwards spotted this prayer at Grantham Parish Church on a recent visit.

Thank you God for families
Thank you God for you and me
Shine with Jesus like a light
Through the day and through the night
Thank you God for all our friends,
Now and evermore.

Amen.
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Steyning Downland Scheme (SDS)

Following on from the
article regarding the SDS
Maintenance Team, one
major task given to
them, was the
enlargement of the
wildlife pond in The
Gateway garden.

Previously the pond was
too shallow for
amphibians to hibernate
over the winter period,
so we set to.

Here are some pictures
showing the progress
made.

Now all we need is rain!

Yes, even more rain!

Simon Knowles/
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Steyning Downlands cont’d

MAKING GOOD PROGRESS

The Dexters always think
we have food. They also lick
the equipment to see if
there's salt!




Ingredients for 2 large - 4 smaller portions

Recipe for November

Easy white chocolate mousse.

250g whipping cream (see notes) e

1508 white chocolate

0.5 teaspoon vanilla extract

pinch of salt optional \ ”
Method \‘\

1.

Chop the white chocolate and place it into a \,@ _ S——
large heatproof bowl.

Heat half of the cream in a small saucepan over medium-high heat until
bubbles begin to form around the edges.

Pour the cream over the white chocolate, and leave to sit and melt for a
couple of minutes. Add the salt, if using.

Stir with a wire whisk until all of the chocolate is melted and the
mixture is smooth and well combined.

Whisk in the remaining half of the cream and the vanilla.

Cover and chill the mixture until it is very cold, either a few hours in the
fridge or 15 minutes in the freezer.

Pipe or spoon into glasses or small bowls. Chill until ready to serve.

This is another of Becky’s family favourites. | completely

understand why, and you will love it too if you have a sweet

tooth, just make the two larger portions!
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Sussex Wild Life Trust

Jays

Each autumn a lot of my conversations
go like this: “This morning | saw a
weird pink and blue bird on my l[awn.”
Me: “It’saJay.” “There’s a parrot on
my bird table!” Me: “It’saJay.” “I’'ve
just seen...” Me: “It’saJay”.

Spotting such an exotic looking bird in
the back garden gets even my most
wildlife-averse friends reaching for the
Blencowe bird identification hotline. Yet
despite looking like it has flown in direct
from the jungles of Costa Rica, the Jay
lives in Sussex all year round. For most
of the year it withdraws to the wood-
lands and leads an elusive life amongst
the leaves. But in October it is time for
the Jay to step out of the shadows.

Jays look fabulous. With extravagant
pink plumage, a drooping black
moustache and a snazzy electric blue
flash through the wings, it’s no surprise
that the eminent Sussex naturalist,
W.H. Hudson, called it ‘the British Bird
of Paradise’. Surprisingly, it’s a member
of the crow family. But while the

related Ravens, Rooks, Crows and
Jackdaws all wear black funereal
feathers, the Jay obviously didn’t get
the memo about the dress code!
Gather the Crows for a family portrait
and the Jay stands out like Danny La
Rue in full drag amongst a crowd of
coal miners. But, when the Jay opens its
beak, it reveals its family heritage. The
song of the Jay is a rough, rasping, nails-
down-the-blackboard shriek, which
would make any Crow proud.

The reason we see more Jays in the
autumn is because they are busy. Jays
are nuts about acorns and at this time of
the year their favourite food is in
plentiful supply. But the Jay is a clever
bird. Aware that there are lean times
ahead it starts making a long-term
investment for surviving the winter.
With up to nine acorns jammed in its
beak and throat, the Jay flies far from
the woodlands and hides these nuts in
nooks and under dead leaves. With an
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Jays cont'd retrieved and from these lost acorns,
impressive ability to remember exactly  mighty Oaks grow. | often wonder how
where he has stashed them, the Jay will  many of the huge Oaks we see in Sussex
return, and tuck into these life-saving were originally planted by Jays. Through
larders in the cold days of winter. the centuries these birds have been

I’'ve employed a similar strategy many  architects of the English countryside: a
times at parties! Faced with a full buffet landscape created by the forgetfulness
at the start of the night, | hide a few of a pink crow.
piles of crisps and vol-au-vents behind

curtains and cushions to help me get

through the evening.

Michael Blencowe
Of the Wld Life Trust

One Jay can store up to 5,000 acorns in
a season. Not all are remembered and

Spied from my buggy, in a Steyning front garden. What a

glorious display in the early Autumn sunshine.  Chvis Fitton




The Light of the Lord

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not

overcome it.
John 1:5

The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom shall | fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life - of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 27:1

This magazine is provided free of charge for the benefit of the community.
Donations will be welcome, suggested donation £12 per annum.



