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Steyning Parish Church

Church Services in January 2025

St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s

Every Sunday
8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service
9:30am Sung Eucharist each Sunday with full choir, except on
Sunday 19 January with the Music Group. A simpler
communion service, for all ages.
6:00pm Evening Service (see below) No service on 19 January

St James’s
10:30am Second Sunday Family Service for Epiphanytide.
Fourth Sunday Holy Communion

Wednesdays at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s

11:30am Midweek Eucharist (29 January will include prayers for healing)

Evening Services at St Andrew’s and St Cuthman’s

The first Sunday is Reflections This is a quiet, peaceful evening service
on January 5 at 6pm and entitled “Simplicity (See poster page 6)

The third Sunday is Churches Together Agape for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity on January 19, to be held at 4pm at the Methodist
Church.

The fourth Sunday is Taizé
This will be on Sunday 26 January

Vicar of Steyning Parish Church and Rector of St James’ Ashurst
The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA 879877
Parish Office Address:  Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB
Tel: 813276 office@steyningparishchurch.org www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator: Pat McMullan.
Parish Office open: Tuesday to Friday 10am to midday
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Smiles all round for the wreath making
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See page 13 for the Advent Stir up Fun Morning
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

One of the virtues of the Church of England, for all its

weaknesses, is its presence across the whole of the

country. Wherever you live, town or country, there is a
parish church for you. How long this will remain the case is another
question. Vicars and Rectors need to be paid for and it’s the regular giving
of the congregation that make the presence of local clergy viable - as of
course is the upkeep and maintenance of what is often an historic building.

As we celebrate the Epiphany this January and remember once again the
gifts presented to the infant Jesus (see page 8 of this magazine), | want also
to give thanks for the regular weekly and monthly donations that make the
continued existence of our parish churches in Steyning and Ashurst
possible. Without these contributions our churches would not be staffed -
or clergy would be stretched so thinly that there would not be enough of us

to go around.

And whilst ‘Epiphany’ always makes us think first of the gifts presented to
Jesus from the wise men who followed the star, let us remember too that
the word means to ‘show’, to ‘shine’, to or make visible. The name refers
not to the star the appeared in the east but to the manifestation of Jesus to

the people — Jews and Gentiles.

As well as the provision of essential pastoral care, it is the role of the Church

to manifest Jesus — in what all we do as Christians, as well as what we say.

iy Mavic



FROM THE EDITOR:

We acknowledge the continuing impact on everyone in Ukraine now that this

war is in the cold of winter again. See page 13 for prayers for Ukraine and World
peace. We hold before God those families who have found refuge within our

community.

We extend our love and deep concern for The Holy Land and all the Bible lands.

Welcome to the first magazine for 2025.
May we join together and pray that this
year will bring peace in the world, in our
country and in our homes and hearts.

There are many good things to read this
month including a part one look at safe-
guarding in our church; a historical look
at the voluntary that is played at the end
of the 9:30 service, and a report with
pictures of the successful, fun events for
our families and children. Joy from the
wreath making can be seen from the

page 3 photograph.
Do continue to send in your pictures and
articles.

steyningchurchmag@gmail.com

Magazine Donations

If you enjoy this Church Magazine
and would like to make a donation
towards the costs, we would be
very grateful. BACS transfers with
reference ‘Magazine Donation’ can
be made to Sort Code 30-09-33
Account 03220862 Alternatively,
scan the QR code below and select
‘Magazine’ to donate. If you are a
UK tax payer and fill in the Gift Aid
slip, we can recover an extra 25p
for every £1. Thank you.

| wish to Gift Aid my donation to ‘Steyning Parochial Church Council’ to help meet the

expenses of the Church Magazine. We suggest an annual donation of at least £12

Title Surname

House No/name

Postcode

Forenames

Date

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less income Tax and /or Capital Gains Tax in the

current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to
pay any difference. Please notify Steyning Parish Church if you *cancel this declaration *change
your name or home address *no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Registered Charity No: 1132913
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Prayer Diary for January 2025

Wednesday 1 January The Naming of Jesus

Almighty God, whose blessed son was circumcised in obedience to the law
for our sake and given the Name that is above every name: give us grace
faithfully to bear his Name, to worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, and
to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world; who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Sunday 5 January Epiphany (Transferred from 6 January)

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son to the peoples
of the earth; mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, may at
last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever.
Sunday 12 January The Baptism of Christ
Saturday 18 - 25 January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles, ‘Peace | leave with you, my
peace | give to you’: look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church and
grant it the peace and unity of your kingdom; where you are alive and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Sunday 19 January The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Saturday 25 January The Conversion of Paul

Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to shine throughout the
world through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: grant that we who
celebrate his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing witness to
your truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Sunday 26 January The Third Sunday of Epiphany



Parish Registers 2025

FUNERALS
20 November Aileen Joyce Millman died 15 October
25 November  William Roy Powel died 4 November
10 December  Ronald Howard Donmall died 21 November

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Gifts

There are so many forms of gifts | could talk about this month, so let’s see
where | go! Firstly, the gift of a New Year, and all that that may mean for
you as each day unfolds. | hope the year brings you the peace and joy that
can only come from the love of God.

. Why the front picture? Yes! Of course, it’s all about
- the gifts that the Magi brought to the baby Jesus and
we celebrate this at Epiphany. There is a lot of
meaning wrapped up in this lovely story. The Magi
saw the star from afar and followed it to worship the
Christ Child. They brought him gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. The story represents the
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E coming of Jesus to all - to Jews and Gentiles alike - to

everyone anywhere, including you and me. This baby
is God’s greatest gift to us. The gifts from the Magi
were not simply a demonstration of wealth, but conveyed a deeper
meaning, both then and now. The gold represents the Kingship of Jesus,
and because the Magi recognised this Kingship that transcends all earthly
rulers, they came to worship him. The frankincense represents Jesus as
both fully man and fully God, because in the Old Testament times
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frankincense was burned in the temple as an offering to God. Myrrh was
commonly used to embalm bodies, and so this gift was speaking of the
importance of Jesus’ death. Jesus’ whole life and purpose are revealed in
these gifts, he was born, he lived and he died so that we might have salvation
and eternal life. These gifts point us onwards to the ultimate gift, that
through his amazing grace, he died, so that we might live.

| have a glass star in my conservatory. | think | should move it to somewhere
more prominent to remind me that the magi actively pursued Jesus by
following the star. The star will remind me to let Him be my guiding star.

There are many other gifts shown to us in the Bible.

The baptism of Jesus was the gift of the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove

Along with thousands of Gentiles, John the Baptist baptised Jesus in the
muddy River Jordan. John was hesitant to baptise Jesus, he recognised that
he was not just another person coming to repent and confess their sins, and
John said to Jesus “I need to be baptised by you, but you’re coming to

me?” (Matthew 3 ). Jesus’ answer was that he was here to ‘fulfil
righteousness’ - to be the obedient Son of God and to follow God’s will fully
whilst here on earth. The Bible reports this occasion very clearly by saying
that as Jesus was baptised, and he was coming up from the water, these very
distinct words were heard from heaven:

You are my beloved Son in whom | am well pleased
and the gift of the Holy Spirit of God descended on him like a dove.

In Corinthians 12 we are told about the Spiritual Gifts God gives us; we receive
numerous gifts from God each day, and every moment of each day. That
takes a while to sink in, but God comes to us so many times each day if we
give him a few moments of our time and listen to him. Each of those gifts in
Corinthians are not just a one off “Here you are, Chris, that’s your portion” but
they come to us, again and again and in different ways as we grow in love and

wisdom and understanding, and above all compassion.
9



1 Corinthians 12 ESV
Now concerning spiritual gifts ...

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties
of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it

is the same God who empowers them all in everyone... For to one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

The gifts keep on coming because on top of all those set out in Corinthians,
we are told in Ephesians 4:9 “And he himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers...”

All these gifts are found within our church to serve us, to teach us about
Jesus, to preach and read the Bible, to give us a vision for the future for our
lives and the life of the church and the life of our community, to lead us as a
shepherd leads his flock. All this and more so that we can tread the path of
life more gently and be filled with God’s peace.

Writing about God’s gifts within the church, | realise that the churches in
Steyning and Ashurst, are also God’s gift to us. So many talents are used to
help others, and each person gives that ability so freely. My husband, David
is now not mobile enough to physically come to church any more, so, in the
best way possible, the church comes to him. Every two or three weeks he is
brought Home Holy Communion by a member of that team, and we are able
to celebrate Communion together in the comfort of our own sitting room.
This is what he has to say:

“I was confirmed in 1946 but it was not until 1960 when [ started going to St
Mary’s Church in Nottingham that | began to receive the Eucharist weekly.
This has since become part of my Christian journey. It was difficult when

10



Covid restrictions in 2020 stopped this. Since then mobility problems have
prevented attendance at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman'’s, so it has been a great
comfort to be able to receive communion regularly at home thanks to the
ministry of the Home Communion Team. The fact that it is brought by a
member of the congregation after consecration at the Sunday morning service
leaves me feeling very much part of this church family”.

h_:._"__. ‘l S
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Thank you to that special team. L\

Please talk to Fr Mark if you know of &
someone who might like to receive
communion at home. Or maybe
that’s you?

My last thought on Gifts is one of my |

favourite Bible verses. Also one that

| think you will be very familiar with, RECEIVE HOME COMM

FROM JUDIE

but it summarises the entire message
of the Bible:
John 3:16 (NIV)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.
For God so loved you/me/name....... Put your own name there and that
makes it really personal. That he gave... ... The greatest gift he could give,

to you and me, and asks us to accept that gift each day.
Chwris Fittow

A Message from, joyce FHoner:

Joyce Honer would like to wish all her friends at
St Andrew’s and St. Cuthman’s

Peace and Joy for this season and the coming year.

I write on Joyce’s behalf, and she thanks you all for your
prayers and support. Yvonne Lang
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Prayers for the Second Year of Crisis
in Jerusalem and all the Holy Land

Father of All Mercies hearts towards peace. As our leaders

) and those around the world consider
Father of all mercies, we pray for
N . how to respond, please grant them
the families who have fled their ) o
. , wisdom and insight.
homes in fear. We lift up the

mothers and fathers who have Lord Jesus, you are the Prince of

escaped with only their children, Peace. We pray for an end to the

leaving everything else behind. violence and bloodshed, and ask you

to bring a new dawn of peace across
the Middle East

Their country has changed, their
lives will never be the same and

they are afraid of the future. Xawier

University
Lord, you are the God who heals.
Please bring your comfort and

healing to those who are hurting. +

We lift up the communities who

have taken in refugees and displaced

people, even though they may be

By Rabbi Sheila Weinberg
struggling themselves. We thank

Two peoples, one land,

you for their generosity and Three faiths, one root,

compassion towards those in One earth, one mother,

distress. One sky, one beginning, one future, one

Lord, you are the God who provides. destiny, One broken heart, One God.

We pray that timely help and We pray to You: Grant us a vision of

. . unity. May we see the many in the one

support will reach all who are in _
and the one in the many.

need. May you, Life of All the Worlds, Source
Father, there is so much pain and of All Amazing Differences help us to see
conflict across the Middle East. We clearly.

pray for leaders throughout the Guide us gently and firmly toward each

region and ask you to turn their other, toward peace. Amen
12



Pray for Ukraine and World Peace

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace,
reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and com-
fort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring.
Lord may your Kingdom come, and your will be done.

—

=

We pray that people still in Ukraine will be protected from the violence; that
there will be provision of essential food, power and clean water; for

vulnerable people who cannot flee.

That refugees will find safe places to stay. For healing for people who are
wounded or have experienced trauma, remembering those caught in the
attack on the children’s hospital in Kiev; and comfort for those who are

grieving.

We pray that international leaders will know wisdom and understanding,

strength, courage and compassion.

Holy God,

We hold before you all who live
close to war and conflict; and all
who live close to the threat of war
and violence.

We remember especially at this
time, people in Ukraine and Russia.

We pray for nonviolent and
peaceful resolutions of conflict.

Give to us all hearts of hospitality
and sanctuary, forgive us all our
hostility and hatred.

Bring all people to the humanity you
give us, and to the reconciliation

and healing for which you give your
life.

Strengthen us all to work with you
to build justice and peace,
reconciliation and healing,

in our hearts and homes, in our
streets, in all communities,
neighbourhoods and nations.

Bless all who live lives for the peace
and wellbeing of others, and make
their service fruitful.

In the name of Christ. Amen

Pravyer written by Revd Dr Inderjit
Bhogal, Honovauwy President of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation
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Families and Children’s Work

We offer our congratulations to Gary who has
successfully completed his qualification with the
Church Mission Society as a Certificate of Higher
Education in Theology, Ministry and Mission.

Gary graduated on 4 December.

Hello Everyone,

We had an amazing Advent Stir Up in the church on 30 November!

There was a lot going on including:
wreath making and

Christmas
uddin s

| would like to thank everyone that helped with the event as there was a real
buzz in the church for the whole morning. The families who came all said
they had a really good time! | think the wreath making was popular with
both children and adults alike, and they all looked fantastic. There were lots

- of awesome things made by everyone who came - it
E' % really did feel like a good start for the Advent and
- ' Christmas season.
y -Lﬂ 4 We also had lovely mulled apple juice as our
refreshment.
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I’ve been into school and taken collective worship regularly before

Christmas.

£
&

We have had Christingle and Carol Services with
the school in the church. For the school Christingle

Service we would like to say a massive THANK YOU to
The Sussex Grocer for providing all the oranges for the

key stage 1 children.

The cake ministry in school is still going very well with the staff loving

the cakes weekly - so please do sign up if you feel you could make a cake or
two for the school.

Little Stars is doing really well and is growing with new families

attending each week. Everyone loves the homemade cakes as they

and are excited with how it is growing and developing.

If you would like to join the fantastic team and help with this then
please do speak with me as we would love some more help as we

say this really makes our group stand out as being homely and invit-
ing. We have been getting lots of positive feedback about this group
iﬁi grow.
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| am excited about our update on our social media to help us reach more
people - with just a slight change to the name on Facebook to

Steyning Parish Church
We have launched a new Instagram page called

Steyning_Parish_Church

and we have also updated the website page for the families and children’s
work.

By making these small updates all our social media and website have the
same name now to help our community find us more easily across all of
these sites.

I want to thank everyone for all the support and help I have been

given as we start lots of new things together. I’m looking forward to our
new partnership with the Community Wardens as we work together on the

Board Game Café and we also have hope for other new adventures this

new year! Please do listen and watch out for all that’s happening in the
Parish.

Blessings Gawy
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Start the Year

... with a service and a sherry!

New Year’s Day always falls on the same day of the week as
Christmas Day! That’s a good way of remembering that our service called

Start the Year
will be on Wednesday 1 January

at 10:30 am.

Start the Year service is a lovely way to say farewell to the past year and
hello to the new one. That may be something to do with the sherry which
follows it!

This short service combines reflection and joy and is very relaxed. It
provides just the opportunity to begin the new year in a way that is spiritual
and sustaining, and at the same time draws us together in worship in the
Celtic tradition. .

Canow Nigel
Let us give thanks at the start of this new year.

God behind us in the past;

Christ before us, the way ahead,;

Christ beside us in this moment;

Christ beneath us in our weakness;

Christ above us to shield us;

Christ in us, providing us with his all-sufficient grace.

Thus, armed, guided and protected we face the new year. AMEN

Fr Luke Irvine-Capel, Archdeacon of Chichester, has been
appointed Bishop of Richborough, with the responsibility
of looking after traditionalist parishes in the province of
Canterbury. We offer him our congratulations and prayers.
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The life-changing Epiphany

One thing that always strikes me about the Christmastide readings in the
Bible is their briefness. Much of the traditions of Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany, such as the number of magi, their names and the time of their
arrival, a description of the stable nativity scene we use, rather than an under-
ground cave, and so on, are not found in the Bible. They are additions.

The space in the Bible given to the birth of the king of kings, and, as the
shepherds and the magi show us, is worthy of being worshipped as God, is
amazingly small. The visit by the magi only appears in the Gospel of Matthew.
Yet God’s word in the Bible never becomes old news, there is always
something fresh and new to be learned from every phrase because they are
there for a good reason.

Bible scholars tell us that the main purpose of Matthew’s gospel was to
convince the Jewish people that Jesus is the Messiah who was promised in
the ancient scriptures. Yet here, at the beginning of his book, Matthew
includes the magi, wise men from the East, probably from the Persian area
that today includes Irag and Iran. These men, clearly Gentiles, had travelled
great distances to worship the newborn King of the Jews.

So right at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, we find God revealing himself
to be the God of all nations of the world — Jew and Gentile alike. The visit by
the magi was clearly included in Matthew’s gospel for this reason, it is part of
God’s revelation of his private plan for the universal church.

This is one of the reasons why making time to study the Bible, helps us to un-
derstand God better and so develop a stronger relationship with him.

When we seek to develop a strong relationship with God, do so with sincere
determination as the magi did, and we will find him. He is not hiding from us.
He wants to have a closer more intimate relationship with each of us.

Bob Peters
ACE
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Steyning PCC Report

The November PCC meeting dealt with the usual routine matters, and, most

importantly, agreed the budget for 2025. Financial matters are an

Many people don’t realise that a major part |important function of the PCC.

of any Church of England church’s outgoing How is money spent when |

. ¢ H )
cost is a sum known as the ‘parish share’. give to the church?

This is a payment to the diocese, in our case

Chichester Diocese. It is based on a sum

known as the Parish Ministry Cost (PMC). Our cost is shared between the
two parishes, Steyning and Ashurst, because we share a minister. There is no
standard formula for splitting the PMC, but we work it out according to the
relative populations, which means Steyning bears the far larger proportion.

The PMCis made up of not only the minister’s stipend, but associated costs
including National Insurance, pension, housing costs, a share of the cost of
training new ministers as well as a contribution to the central diocesan costs.
Some 80% of Chichester Diocesan income comes from the parish share
payments, the rest coming from things like investment and rental income.

Each parish is asked to pledge as much as it can realistically afford for its
parish share. A few wealthy parishes pay more than the PMC but more,
particularly those in poor areas, pay a lot less. Our PCC has been operating at
a deficit for several years, but we try to make a parish share payment as
close to the PMC as we can.

The diocese too has been running at a deficit — £1.5 million for 2024, but with
savings in place the budgeted deficit is expected to be halved for 2025,
though this is still unsustainable. One of the areas where many dioceses are
having to make cuts is in the provision of clergy — so in order to keep our
vicar we need to demonstrate that we can pay our share and, if we fall short,
that we are taking steps to spend wisely, to grow our congregation and to
increase our giving.

Our 2024 parish share payment was 93.7% of PMC. For 2025 we are aiming for
a parish share payment of £75,000, which is 96.4% of PMC. This is in addition
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PCC Report cont’d

to all of our other costs which, as well as running the parish, include
maintaining and improving our listed buildings. So that is why we are asking
congregation members to look closely at their giving — suggesting an
increase of at least 3-4% and, if not already signed up, using the Parish Giving
Scheme for regular planned gifts.

Any member of either parish’s PCC or the Finance Committee or
churchwardens will be able to answer any questions about our budget and
how it is spent and allocated. Bl Thomsow

Reverand Canon Andrew Norman is to be the new Suffragan
Bishop in the Diocese of Europe. Many people in Steyning will
remember his mother Anna Norman, father John Norman, and
Andrew himself. We offer him our congratulations, and hold
him, and his family, in our prayers.

We Three Kings from Orient Aren’t

‘Magi, as the wise men are also known, is an ancient word referring to pagan
astrologers, from which we get our English word “magic”. So while “We
Three Kings” is a delightful Christmas carol, these dudes aren’t kings. Nor
are they political dignitaries but pagan specialists in the supernatural, akin to
what we might call sorcerers and wizards — and they are coming to worship
Jesus.

We really should beware of having a narrower vision of who can come to
Jesus than God does. We might be prone to write off people like this, but
God isn’t. He draws. He woos. He calls out for himself, and his Son,

worshippers from the most unexpected of places.’

From “The Christmas we didn’t expect” by David Mathis, copyright 2020 by
The Good Book Company, used by kind permission.

20



Penfold Church Hall

- &

Do you know what has been
happening to the Penfold Hall? An
enormous amount of work is needed
in the large hall this year. John
Edwards tells us about it.

As | am sure you will know, the Penfold
Church Hall has suffered for several years
from problems caused by subsidence and
the cracks in the back wall have gradually
become more serious. The large hall, the
old National School, is a Listed Building
and Horsham District Council has

approved a scheme for the repairs.
SHOWING THE CRACKS VISIBLE FROM THE

Thanks to the generosity of the Wilson OUTSIDE OF THE Penfold Hall

Trust and the legacy of the late Millicent

Honeywood, the Church Council has been able to approve the tender of
Pilbeam Construction Limited, based in Southwick, to carry out the
underpinning, strengthening the wall, and other repairs. There is asbestos in
the plasterboards, the flooring and in the outside paintwork which will need
to be removed by a specialist contractor.

On 25 November, John Edwards and Len Warner attended a meeting with
our Architect, Simon Dyson, and the Contractors. Work will start on Monday
27 January when the contractor will seal off the large hall from the rest of the
building and install an external tap.

IMPORTANT

THE CONTRACTORS will need the layby at the front of the
building for a skip and mess facilities and also two parking
spaces nearest the school entrance. The entrance to the
building for the disabled will be, as now, from the path which
runs from the Museum.
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The Penfold Hall cont’d

Pilbeam will also need to strengthen the roof trusses and install temporary
supports to the wall before the specialist contractor, Crucial Environmental,
comes in to remove the asbestos. The precautions that they will take will
mean that it will be quite safe for the other parts of the Penfold Hall,
including the Parish Office, to be used whilst the work is being carried out.
However, some work, particularly excavation within the hall for the
underpinning, will inevitably be noisy.

The scheme is expected to be completed by early summer and we are
confident that bookings for the large hall may be made from September

onwards.

Johwn Edwawrds

Peter Sawyer
1931-2024

Peter was a loyal and much loved
churchwarden here at Steyning Parish church,
and was instrumental in the improvements to
the Penfold Hall, and its general upkeep. He
was a very contented, kind gentleman, whose
life revolved around his very large family.

Peter was very close to all his family, = Peter was the eldest of seven

and there were many happy family children, enjoying school and the
get-togethers, especially around cadets at Leigh-on-Sea in Essex. His
Christmas and birthdays. National Service was served in

Kenya, and that time influenced
much of his unique, personal art
work. His creative side developed
further when he returned, and
trained as an architect.
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Peter worked for Seeboard for 15
years before joining East Sussex
County Council as a building surveyor,
where he stayed until his retirement
at 65 years old. His main
responsibility was to look after the
King Alfred Leisure Centre, with its
many problems, but his lasting lega-
cy is his design for the canopied shel-
ters with seats along the seafront.
They are still there.

It was at Seeboard that he met his

wife, Angela, and after their wedding
at St Nicholas Church Shoreham by
Sea they came to live in Steyning.

Their family grew up here, with Peter
involved in the horticulture society,
and winning many prizes for his
runner beans or tomatoes.

He loved gardening and sailing, and
frequently sailed with his friend John
Underwood to France. On
retirement he and Angela moved to

Adur Vale where they had a small-
holding and lived the Good Life, but
sadly Angela died in 1993 aged 50.

Were you a scout with Peter, or
maybe you remember ‘Baggy’, as he

was affectionately known?

Scouting then took up a great deal of
Peter’s time, organising the trips and
camps. He was always doing
‘something’ at Hillside Scout Camp,
just up the road from his house.

Peter was a thorough and thoughtful
churchwarden at Steyning Parish
church, with the main responsibility
for the building, churchyard and
Penfold Hall. No small task, but he
was often seen doing a job in one or
other of those areas. He loved his
Lord, showing that with his service to
others. Afew years later he was
responsible for setting up the church
ready for the weekly Wednesday
Eucharist. He was known for being
organised, generous, and never late
for anything!

He was a proud father, grandfather,
and great granddad. He loved all the
dogs he had in his life; he was always
smartly dressed, curious and
interested in current affairs, until his
death, aged 92. Alife well lived.
Chwris Fittow

23



The Organ Voluntary

For the last few months some details
about the final organ voluntary have
been announced during the 9:30
Sung Eucharist Service, along with
an invitation to the congregation to
remain seated and listen to the
music. This is by no means
obligatory, but has become common
practice in many churches now. It
has two advantages: the first is that
those who want to listen to the
voluntary undisturbed are able to,
and the second is that the organist
can vary the choice of music,
particularly regarding its volume.

With those things in mind, | thought |
would give some historical
background, to the organ and the
organ voluntary and how they have
become part of worship in churches
and cathedrals.

The historical background to the
organ and to the organ voluntary

The Greeks have been credited with
the invention of the first true organ,
way back in the third century BC. The
so-called Hydraulis organ used
hydraulic water power to provide air
under high pressure to a series of
whistles or pipes of different pitch.
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This strong hydraulic pressure made
the Hydraulis very loud indeed, and
the Greeks even used it to frighten
their enemies, in the same way that
the Scots used bagpipes to the same
effect!

The Romans also used the Hydraulis,
but more as part of the entertain-
ment of the gladiatorial arena rather
than to scare their enemies.

Not surprisingly the church was slow
to adopt the organ. Early Christians
were only too aware of its
association with pagan ceremonies.
However, by the 10th century organ
building had developed to the extent
that it could make the famous
Winchester Cathedral instrument
which had two keyboards, each with
twenty notes. However, the keys
were so wide they had to be pressed
down by the player’s fists! This
monster of an instrument was not
practical for use in the average small
church, but by the 14th century an
instrument called a positive organ
(organ of fixed position) was in use.
It was loud and suitable for leading
singing, although much of what it
played was the organist’s
extemporisations on the plainsong



tunes to which the liturgy was sung.
These were played at the end of a
service as well as during, and were
the earliest kind of voluntary,
although not called as such.

Purcell composed pieces for the

organ with the title Voluntary.

Sadly, many organs were destroyed
during the English Civil War, but
organ building picked up again with
the restoration of the monarchy in
1660. During the 17th century many
English composers, the most famous
being Henry Purcell, composed
pieces with the title ‘voluntary’,
which could be performed as either
sacred or secular music. The style of
these pieces is very different from the
liturgical chorale preludes of Johann
Sebastian Bach, which are almost
invariably based on the theme of a
seasonal chorale (Lutheran hymn
tune).

The 19th century was a time of
great developments in organ
building and the organ voluntary
as we know it today

During the 19th century the develop-
ment of congregational singing and a
new repertoire of great hymns led to

the emergence of more ‘romantic’
organs, and the organ voluntary as
we know it today. That is, the
performance of a piece of music as
the congregation departed from
church at the conclusion of a service.

The 19th century also saw unlimited
technical progress in organ building.
Instruments became bigger in terms
of the number of stops they had and
in their range of tonal colours and
loudness. English and French organ
builders attempted to imitate the
orchestra. Most of the great
composers wrote music for the
organ, much of it non-liturgical as the
organ came to be regarded as much
an instrument of the concert hall and
civic hall as the church. Many are very
long and therefore not suitable as
voluntaries.

However, many distinguished
composers of the 19th and early 20th
centuries continued to write music
for the organ with the liturgy at the
forefront. Hubert Parry (of
‘Jerusalem’ fame), Stanford, Vaughan
Williams and Herbert Howells all
composed liturgically linked organ
music, the latter even writing two
sets of Psalm-Preludes, reflections on
verses from the psalms.
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significant output of organ music.
The 20th century composer & P g

Oliver Messiaen wrote organ The subject of organ voluntaries and

music for use in church. the use of the organ generally in
worship is an extensive and complex

Like many of his predecessors and
y . P one of which | have only scratched
contemporaries, the 20th century ,
o ) the surface. However, | hope that this
French composer Olivier Messiaen's ) ) o
) o ] article may have given a small insight
music comes from his liturgical , ,
. into the subject.
working background. He was the

organist of Le Trinité in Paris for a Most organists give considerable

large part of his working life, and thought and practice time to the

almost without exception his organ ~ Preparation of their Sunday

music is liturgically based. voluntary, and hope that the

“ppparition de IEglise éternelle” congregation will enjoy it as part of

and “La Nativité”, nine meditations the conclusion to their worship.

on the birth of our Lord, are just two Briawn Sawyer

examples from a huge and very Organist and Choirmaster

Amazing 73

73 is the best number: it's the 21st prime number and its reverse is 37,
which is the 12th prime number. The reverse of 12 is 21, which is the product
of 7 and 3. Amazing, right?

This idea caught the attention of experts from Dartmouth University (New
Hampshire, USA), who confirmed that 73 is the only known prime number

with these unique traits ( for the more mathematically inclined readers this
web link gives the full proof:

https://math.dartmouth.edu/~carlp/sheldon02132019.pdf)

To make it even more remarkable, 73 is a palindrome in binary (1001001), and
every 37th Fibonacci number is a multiple of 73 (a Fibonacci sequence is one
in which each number is the sum of the two preceding ones -0, 1,1, 2, 3, 5,

8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144, ...)
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Diary Dates

Start the Year Service Wednesday 1 January 2025 at 10:30am
Feast of the Epiphany Sunday 5 January at 9:30am (transferred from
6 January)

Festival of the Baptism of Christ
Sunday 12 January at 9:30am

Candlemas Procession (Feast of the Presentation of Christ at the Temple)
Sunday 2 February at 9:30am

Ash Wednesday Wednesday 5 March

Easter Day Sunday 20 April

The Hanover Band perform the St John Passion by JS Bach
Saturday 12 April in the evening

Interesting Robin fact_s; teams whose home colours

o predominantly use red.
e Males and females are similar in

coloration. « Due to artificial lighting robins will

: . often sing at night.
o Nearly 75% of robins will die before

they are a year old, but after that life ® Therobinhas twice been declared
expectancy increases. Britain’s national bird, the first time in
1960 and the second in 2015, but it’s

« Male robins exhibit highly not yet been made official

aggressive territorial behaviour,
many ending in fatalities.

« Inthe 15" century the bird became
known as Robin redbreast, (rather
than just redbreast), when it was
popular to give human names to
familiar species.

o Some sports organisations are
nicknamed ‘The Robins’, typically
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Saint of the Month
SEBASTIAN (c255-c288)

Not much is known of Sebastian’s early life but it
is thought that he was born in Milan about 255.
In 283 Sebastian entered the army under
Emperor Carinus. His aim, as a Christian, was to
help fellow Christians who were suffering
persecution. He was promoted to become a

captain in the Praetorian Guard.

In 286 under Emperor Diocletian it was
ST SEBASTIAN (SEBIANUS) INTHE  discovered that Sebastian was a Christian when
NURENBERG CHRONICLE . .

he converted Tiburtius , the son of a local
prefect. He also converted Zoe, the wife of another official, who had been a

mute for six years. As soon as she had been baptised her speech returned.

When Diocletian heard of this he accused Sebastian of betrayal for being a
Christian in secret which was contrary to his oath as a member of the
Praetorian Guard. He ordered him to be bound to a stake and suffer death at
the hands of his archers. Many arrows pierced Sebastian’s body and he was
left for dead. Irene, a fellow Christian, went to retrieve his body for burial
but discovered that miraculously he was still alive; she nursed him back to
health.

Sebastian then confronted Diocletian and denounced him for his cruelty
against Christians. At first Diocletian was astonished that Sebastian was still
alive and that he had the effrontery of speaking in that way to his Emperor.
However, enraged he commanded him to be seized and beaten to death
with cudgels and his body thrown into the common sewer.

Later, Christians retrieved his body from the sewer and buried it in the
catacombs at the entrance of the cemetery of Calixtus in Rome, where now
stands the Basilica of Saint Sebastian. His feast day is kept on 20 January.
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The FSW Team would like to express their thanks to all those who so

very kindly donated food and treats for our  families in the run up to
Christmas. The response for new toys and games for the children was also
extremely generous - thank you all most sincerely.

During January and February we wondered whether our congregation

would donate any unwanted or surplus Christmas presents

Family
. . Support
which we can then use as raffle prizes for our future events dur- = g .
ing the coming year?

We wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year and thank you once more for
your wonderful support.

27 January (Monday) is HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

A day for remembrance of people who suffered, chiefly at the hands of the
Nazis during the second World War but also in other persecutions.

It aims to keep memory fresh and ensure that no such atrocity happens again.

We are a volunteer organisation
providing community based

attend medical appointments, or
other activities which are
beneficial for their wellbeing.

We rely on a team of volunteers to help us deliver this much needed and
appreciated service and are always looking for new people to join us New
drivers are always welcome, and becoming a volunteer driver is easy.
If you are interested in finding out more, please give us a

call on 01903 816181 or look at our website

www.steyninggoodneighbours.co.uk .

We look forward to hearing from you. Clowe Vickers
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Flowers in Steyning Parish church for January
January 4 & 11 The church will have the greenery from the
Christmas decorations.

January 18 & 25 Lindsay Sharrier

Memorial Book
To arrange for someone’s name to be added to the
memorial book in the north aisle of Steyning Parish
Church please complete a form found at the back of
church. There is a suggested donation of at least £10,
to include the cost of calligraphy.

Prayer Points for January

. Forall those for whom this new year feels bleak. Maybe family break-
up; money problems; cannot keep the heating on in the house; grief.

« Those who areiill in hospital or housebound.

« The church Pastoral Visitors and those who take home communion to
people in this parish.
« Ourlocal schools as they return after the Christmas holidays; families,

staff and school governors.

«  The church PCC and particularly the Communications group and Gary,
our families and children’s worker.

« Those who are managing the work in the Penfold Hall,
and the groups who have had to find new premises
for six months.

« For the people we know and love.
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B Bereavement Café

In the Penfold Hall, Churdh Street, Steyming

GOOD

% 3

* Are you feeing alons?

* Have you been affected by
any kind of loss?

= Would you like bo be with people:
whio understand and can help?

i 40, we offer a safe space where you

can talk, or just listen

= Never mind how recent or how long ago

- we can all be affected by loss

» Everybody welcome, regardless of faith,

Ny O RO

Tea, Caffee and Biscuwits provided

Members of our pastoral care team help at a

Good Grief Café

on the second Friday of each month

between 2 and 4pm at
the Penfold Hall

Dunafrom weimme

Comtact us at cared@stoyningparishohur dhuong Frid ay 1 0 J a n u a ry
s R
S 25 S o All are welcome

in this safe space for tea, biscuits, chat and support. Please look out for
flyers in church and around the town. Contact Judie on 01903 810392
or care(@steyningparishchurch.org

Steyning History Society

Our meeting on:
Wednesday 8 January 2025 will be held, as usual, at: Beware of
the Steyning Centre, New Year’s
7:30 for 7:45 start. resolutions;
The talk is entitled they can go in
Downland Villages one year and
by Alan Barwick out the other.
Visitors are welcome, £5 per head.

You are very welcome to joinin
the Croft Meadow
Churches Together service.
Come and be among some
of the residents on
Monday January 20

Diocesan Year of Faith
We are now celebrating our Faith
as we move through the Diocesan
Year of Faith.

See page 33 for the Deanery
celebration of faith at Steyning

11:30 to mid-day

Grammar School. All welcome.
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Baptism

To-find out move about baptism of o child; young persov or
adult i Steyning Parishv Chaurchy or A shuurst Chauwrchy,

please talk to-Fr Mawrk 01903 879877

Community Coffee COMEIN ...
PLEASE
Penfold Hall

FOR A COFFEE
ORTEA AND
A CHAT

we are open

Join us every Wednesday morning any

10-11:30
time between 10am and 11:30am

IN THE
Several of our visitors go to church for the
, : PENFOLD HALL
Wednesday morning 11:30am service, but you can
stay on chatting, too. WEDNESDAY
tligabethv Brown and the Coffee Teamv MORNING

Pastoral Care

Would you, or anyone you know, like a member of our team to:

-  Give alistening ear, or chat for a few minutes if you are lonely
« Give a phone call to help ease a heavy burden

« Betherejust to listen to your concerns or worries?

Please don’t hesitate to be in touch and feel free to email
care@steyningparishchurch.org or speak to me 01903 810392.

Someone from the team is ready to be there at your side either by phone or
in person

Judie Thomson Pastorad Cawe Co-ovdinator
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DIOCESE OF :
CHICHESTER ﬂ) I(::e!rﬁb"ahng
TOENOW - LOVE - FOLLOW JESUS al

STORRINGTON DEANERY

CELEBRATION
_ Iebratlng the history

r! 'yning Grammar School

Roger & Louwise Williawmson write:

the last 18 months have seen me (Roger) go-into-hospital
for thwee significant operations. We have really
appreciated the concernw and prayers of the congregation
duwring this time. We've felt especially supported by friends
at the Wednesday Eucharist. Thank yow all very muich
indeed.
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How Safe is our Church? part1

Within the church community a great deal of sadness has been expressed
about the sudden resignation of Archbishop Justin Welby. The publication
of the Makin Report, detailing the many abusive actions of the lay preacher,
John Smyth, prompted his action. Fiona Aiton is a member of our church
safeguarding team and she has written about this report and some of the
measures in place to assure us of a different attitude to the safety of
children and vulnerable adults. Next month she will tell us more about how
we all can play our part in keeping ourselves and others safe.

The Makin Report

The publication of the Makin Report
in November 2024 and the
subsequent resignation of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, have meant the Anglican
Church has once again become
headline news. We are all probably
familiar with the catalyst for this- the
actions of John Smyth, Lay reader - a
perpetrator of significant criminal
abuse over a lengthy period of time
and the essence of the catastrophic
mistakes and the longer term failings
of the church with regard to this.

In his resignation speech Justin
Welby said:

“I hope this decision makes clear how
seriously the Church of England
understands the need for change and
our profound commitment to
creating a safer church.”

Many journalists and prominent
church figures have commented on
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the Makin Report which includes a
summary of recommendations.

In a frank interview Julie Conalty,
Bishop of Birkenhead and deputy lead
Bishop for safeguarding, commented:

“Culturally we are resistant to
accountability and criticism”.

The Bishop of Newcastle Dr Helen-
Ann Hartley said:

“Mr Welby was right to step down, but
that does not solve the churches
profound failure on safeguarding, nor
excuse others whose neglect of their
duties were exposed by the Makin
Report”.

Dr Sam Wells Vicar of St Martin in the
Fields writes:

““Over recent decades the church, along
with many organisations, has
undergone a radical re-appraisal of its
procedures around safeguarding.

The simple principles of vigilance,
reporting and safeguarding being
everyone’s responsibility have made



the church a much safer place. The
church has failed many individuals
whose lives have been impacted
beyond description. It puts into
question the significant progress that
has been made. And it undermines
the church’s credibility all over again’

Gavin Drake a journalist writes in the
Church Times;

“Abuse is the thin edge of the fat
wedge of bad activity from
discrimination to bullying”.

These are dark days indeed.

It is not the place here to comment
in too much detail on the Makin
Report. The list of failings of the
Church is stark despite there now
being some debate about later
referrals to the police in 2013. If you
wish, further detail can be read via:

https://
lawandreligionuk.com/2024/11/13/
makin-review-summary-of-
recommendations/

In work places today.

In secular society there are usually
strict policies in place with regard to
discrimination, bullying and
harassment. There is increasing
advice and training around abuse. In
the UK there is currently no legal
obligation for anyone to report
suspected or known sexual abuse to
statutory authorities.

The IICSA (Independent Inquiry Into
Child Sexual Abuse) also found that
disclosures of child sexual abuse to a
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responsible adult did not always lead
to action being taken.

The 2023/24 Criminal Justice Bill,
which contained proposals for a
mandatory reporting duty in England
for child sexual abuse, did not
complete its passage through
Parliament due to the general
election. Further progression is
currently awaited with the new
government.

The proposed duty was an additional
measure to safeguard children to
ensure relevant information is
shared appropriately.

The Parliamentary document
‘Working Together to Safeguard
Children 2023 (Dept of Education)’
provides advice and actions for
organisations and agencies
(including the church ) to help,
protect and promote the welfare of
children and young people. This
most recent guide, updated from
2018, focuses on strengthening multi
agency working. It sets out
expectations for working that apply
to all individuals, for improved child
protection practice and better
outcomes for children.

What should safeguarding look like?

Safeguarding should be seen as
having multiple levels throughout
society; from Acts of Parliament, to
rigorous guidance, training and
advice within the sphere of child and
adult safeguarding and the
protection of all who are vulnerable.



The Christian Independent Charity
Committee on Safeguarding now
named:

Thirtyone:eight from Proverbs 31:8

‘speak up for those who
cannot speak for
themselves, ensure
justice for those being
crushed’

www.thirtyoneeight.org

“The silence around issues of abuse can
be deafening, often leaving those that
have been abused to be the sole voices
speaking out. We will use our voice and
influence to publicly and privately speak
up about the injustice of abuse and the
need for change.”

The Makin Report itself “was
triggered in large part by the actions of
several victims” and in contrast
describes “the distinct lack of curiosity
shown by ... senior figures and a
tendency towards minimisation of the
matter”.

Indeed the original report from Rev.
Mark Ruston in 1982 deliberately
chose to cover up and protect the
lwerne Movement (Christian Camps)
and, amongst other reasons, to
protect ‘conservative Anglicanism’ as
well as the reputation of those
individuals involved.

The PCCis delighted to appoint Fiona as

The Scolding Review (2024)

In recent times the Scolding Review of
Sept 2024 (the Review into the Soul-
Survivor movement known around the
world) looks at the behaviour of its
Christian Pastor leader Mike Pilavachi,
It reports:

“the religious context is likely to have
compounded this sense of wilful
blindness.”

The success of the Soul Survivor
movement “would have been
attributed to complexities to an extent
that would have been even harder to
challenge”.

It also raises once again the example
of ‘hiding in plain sight’- a repeat of
known public figures who were prolific
serial abusers such as Jimmy Saville
and Rolf Harris.

Within a church or faith setting, the
added complexity of false and
dangerous theologies can compound
the situation - as also documented in
the Makin Report.

Flona A forv

This is v serious and complex
subject, so-I thank yow for
reading my first article about
safeguarding. We all need to-
leawrn to- talk about these dark
and difficldt aweas of life. Powt
two- inv the Februawry Chuwrchv

magagine.
a Parish Safeguarding Officer, and

thank her for all her hard work in this important area of church life.

36



Not My Problem

The preacher glared at the congregation and warned them that everyone
living in this parish had sinned and risked going to Hell. They all looked
worried apart from one little chap who giggled excitedly. The preacher angrily
asked him if he had not understood that in Hell the flames would roast him
alive forever. He laughed again to the horror of those sitting near him and said
he understood perfectly. The preacher roared in fury and demanded to know
what was so funny.

“I don't live in this parish!” ACE

The Arts Society Steyning January Lecture

Monday 13 January 2025 10:00-12nO0N
The Steyning Centre,
18th Century English Porcelain - Chelsea, Worcester, Bow and Derby

A talk by Jane Gardiner

This lecture delves into England's early porcelain-making experiments, focusing on the
Chelsea, Bow, Derby, and Worcester factories. We explore the development of pastes
aimed at achieving whiteness and strength, the influence of silver and continental
porcelain on shape and decoration, and the inspiration drawn from Chinese and
Japanese export wares. Additionally, we examine how porcelain was displayed and

used besides discussing the fashion for porcelain figures.

Free to members, £10 donation for visitors

Anagram for January

The anagram for this monthis: HOGMANAY

All words to have three or more letters, but only use each letter once. No
capitalised words or plurals allowed. Not an easy set of letters, sorry!!

| dropped the MAYO from my HAM sandwich whilst finding that other 8 letter
word. Oops!
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International Day of Education
Friday 24 January

The United Nations General Assembly proclaims that education is a human
right, a public good and a public responsibility. The day celebrates the role of
education for peace and development, something that our world is in urgent
need of.

UNESCO is dedicating the International Day of Education to the crucial role
education and teachers play in countering hate speech, a phenomenon
which has snowballed in recent years with the use of social media, damaging
the fabric of our societies.

The world is seeing a surge of violent conflicts paralleled by an alarming rise
of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, and hate speech. The impact of this
violence transcends any boundary based on geography, gender, race,
religion, politics, offline and online. An active commitment to peace is more
urgent today than ever.

Word Search Answers Cities + a town

MOSCOW, WARSAW,
LONDON, CANBERRA,
SWANSEA, BIRMINGHAM,
BUCHAREST, LEEDS,
SINGAPORE, AMSTERDAM,
TEHERAN, VIENNA,
BUDAPEST, COPENHAGEN,
SEOUL, SANTIAGO,
BARCELONA, OTTAWA,
LISBON, NICOSIA, SAN
SALVADOR, PRAGUE,
HELSINKI, ATHENS

The town is LLANDUDNO

The Hidden Bible Verse is from
Genesis 13:12 (NIV):

LOT LIVED AMONG THE CITIES
OF THE PLAIN
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Recipe for January

It can be easily reduced to serve 2 and
the seasoning to taste is really key.

Serves 4

Ingredients
500g chicken breast, cubed (I have used left

over chicken from a roast and it works just as
well, just add to the sauce once made to heat through)
250g pasta (penne or rotini)

14g butter

2 cloves garlic, minced (or use garlic puree out of a tube)
230ml double cream

225¢g grated Parmesan cheese

Salt and pepper to taste

Fresh basil, for garnish

Method

1. Cook pasta as per packet instructions

2. In a pan, melt the butter over a medium heat. Add the minced garlic and

chicken. Cook until the chicken is golden brown and cooked through.

3. Stir in the cream and cheese cooking it through until it becomes thick and
creamy. Season with salt and pepper to taste. You might need a splash of
lemon juice.

4. Drain the pasta and combine.

5. Serve with fresh basil as a garnish a green salad and garlic bread if you

fancy!
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Sussex Wildlife Trust

January 2025 - A case of the January News

Happy New Year! | hope you all celebrated the festive period with cheer and
are still basking in the twinkly afterglow, hoovering up remaining treats and
reminiscing over time spent with loved ones.

As that sparkle fades to a glimmer, don’t give in to that looming January
chasm of grey-blue doom. Instead, focus on the new. Think of Month 01as a
springboard for all the things that await you this 2025; new wildlife, new
experiences, new Parish magazine article authors... and with that shameful
segue let me introduce myself.

I’m Kerry, ‘Communications Officer - Conservation’ for Sussex Wildlife Trust.
My role consists of running the Trust’s wildlife information advice service,
WildCall, and also writing content for blogs, our website, and social media.

In December, Michael Blencowe signed off with his last Parish Magazine
article about footprints, fittingly leaving me mighty big shoes to fill. Flicking
back through the past library has been a wonderful read, and considering
Michael’s term of seven years (!), it’s a challenge to find a fresh new topic
not already covered. Seeing as it’s a new year, how about newness itself?

So, to January newness.

I’m looking forward to fieldfares and
redwings delicately tweezing berries
from treetops. Huddling on Brighton
Pier, amid ghost train squeals and the
smell of sweet doughnuts, to watch
Starlings sky-dance. Drops of snow and

Snowdrops. Chilly stomps up the

FIELDFARE

Downs on roaring fire Sundays.

From now on, the days ever so slowly get longer again, giving more precious
minutes to get out there and explore. Last year | visited Ebernoe for the first

time, searching for Fungi in early autumn. I look forward to heading back to
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experience its Old-England-come-fairy-whimsy in the crunching frost.

Il head back to Rye
Harbour to hole up in
hides, be-gloved and
binoculared, to spot
winter waders and
hovering Marsh Harriers.

| will search for paw and
hoof prints in the snow or
the mud. I’ll be vigilant for
too-witting and wooing

Tawny Owls and scan
RYE HARBOUR
darkened woodlands to

see one; | never seem to succeed, but maybe this is my year.

Whatever you choose to do with this often-condemned-as-miserable month,
| hope it instead brings you joy. Let your only January blues be that of the
sea and sky. Here’s to 2025!

Kerrvy Willcacoms: Communicaiions Officer - Conservalion
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ILLLER RGN
For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.




