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Magazine Donations
If you enjoy this Church Magazine and would like to make a
donation towards the costs, we would be very grateful.   
BACS transfers with reference ‘Magazine Donation’ can be made to:
Sort Code  30-99-93,  Account  03220862. If you are a UK tax payer
and fill in the Gift Aid slip, we can recover an extra  25p for every £1.
Alternatively, scan the QR code to donate. Thank you.

I wish to Gift Aid my donation to ‘Steyning Parochial Church Council’ to help
meet the expenses of the Church Magazine.  We suggest an annual donation 
of at least £12

Title .............  Surname ............................................. Forenames  ..........................................

House No/name ............................. Postcode  ...........................  Date  ...............................

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income Tax and /or Capital Gains Tax in
the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my
responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify Steyning Parish Church if you / cancel
this declaration / change your name or home address / no longer pay sufficient tax on your
income and/or capital gains.   

Registered Charity No: 1132913
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Prayer Diary for June
1 June Seventh Sunday of Easter
O God the King of glory, you have
exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with
great triumph to your kingdom in
heaven: we beseech you, leave us not
comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit
to strengthen us and exalt us to the
place where our Saviour Christ is gone
before.

8 June Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
God, who as at this time taught the
hearts of your faithful people by
sending to them the light of your Holy
Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to
have a right judgement in all things and
evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our
Saviour.

11 June Barnabas the Apostle
Bountiful God, giver of all gifts, who
poured your Spirit upon your servant
Barnabas, and gave him grace to
encourage others: help us, by his
example, to be generous in our
judgements and unselfish in our
service.

15 June Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlasting God, you have
given us your servants grace, by the
confession of a true faith, to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal
Trinity and in the power of the divine
majesty to worship the Unity: keep us
steadfast in this faith, that we may
evermore be defended from all
adversities.

22 June First Sunday after Trinity
O God, the strength of all those who
put their trust in you, mercifully accept
our prayers and, because through the
weakness of our mortal nature we can
do no good thing without you, grant us
the help of your grace, that in the
keeping of your commandments we
may please you both in will and deed.

24 June the Birth of John the Baptist
Almighty God, by whose providence
your servant John the Baptist was
wonderfully born, and sent to prepare
the way of your Son our Saviour by the
preaching of repentance: lead us to
repent according to his preaching and,
after his example, constantly to speak
the truth, boldly to rebuke vice, and
patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake.

29 June second sunday after Trinity
Lord, you have taught us that all our
doings without love are nothing worth:
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our
hearts that most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all
virtues, without which whoever lives is
counted dead before you. Grant this for
your only Son Jesus Christ's sake.

30 June Peter and Paul, Apostles
(transferred from 29 June)
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles
Peter and Paul glorified you in their
death as in their life: grant that your
Church, inspired by their teaching and
example, and made one by your Spirit,
may ever stand firm upon the one
foundation.
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Luke’s account of the early Church, the Book
we know as the Acts of the Apostles, begins

with the risen Jesus telling the Apostles not to
leave Jerusalem but to stay and wait for the Holy
Spirit (Acts 1:4-5). 

Before they witness his ascension, Jesus
promises that the Holy Spirit ‘come upon them’,
gifting them with power to spread the Gospel,
not only in and around Jerusalem but across the
whole world (Acts 1:8). 

We are familiar with the story that follows, 
all that happened on the Jewish Festival of
Pentecost, and we can read that story again in Acts chapter 2. What exactly we
make of the facts related, whether this was a corporate vision or something more
tangible, is theologically less important than the mission that followed – the
steady spread of the Gospel across and around the Mediterranean, and the
creation of the church that is still growing internationally all these centuries later. 

Most significant is the conviction of the first apostles that nothing they did was
done in their own strength. In the Acts of the Apostles, everything depends on
prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit, and a sense that Jesus was more present
(and powerful) in everything they did than he had been before his resurrection. 

As you will read on the pages of this magazine, the period between Ascension
Day and Pentecost is an opportunity to pray once again for an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit of God – and to ask that our faith may be as strong
as it was in those first Christian centuries. 

Pastoral Letter

Late news: on Saturday 21 June, at 7:30pm, 
the Brighton Early Music Festival Consort of Voices 

will be holding a concert 
at St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s, Steyning, of 

‘Madrigals and Motets for a Summer Evening’. 

The summer concert includes John Sheppard's 
Western Wind Mass, and madrigals and motets from

Vecchi to Vaughan Williams.
For full programme and booking details: see

bremf.org.uk
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Sunday Notices
The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent
from the  Parish Office, gives all the
information about services, news and
events. There is also the list of those
needing our prayers. If you would like
to receive this sheet please contact: 

office@steyningparishchurch.org  
or ring 01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests 
contact:          

prayers@steyningparishchurch.org 
or ring 01903 813276  

Reflections Service

‘Reflections’ is a quiet contemplative time of
about 40 minutes, with readings, prayer and
music built around a 12-15 minute period of
silence.

frOM THe ediTOr

As this magazine is published, we are
entering the period between

Ascension and Pentecost. The dates of
these two festivals are fixed at
(approximately) 40 days and 50 days
respectively after Easter.

It may seem a rather empty period,
and it must have seemed so to the
Apostles, having witnessed the risen
Christ leaving them behind on earth,
probably unsure of what to do next.
For them, this time was spent in
prayers, which were answered when all
became clear to them at Pentecost

Today, this 11-day period has been
seized on by a global Ecumenical
movement known as ‘Thy Kingdon
Come’. It asks Christians to use this
time to pray, like the Apostles, for more
people to come to know and follow
Jesus. The movement has grown from
an idea into something that is said to
encompass more than a million
Christians worldwide, across some 85
different denominations and traditions.

Thanks to a kind donation, we have a
supply of Thy Kingdom Come 2025
prayer log booklets, available in church.
In those books we are asked to think of
five people - who could be friends,
family, neighbours or colleagues - who
may not yet know Jesus. You don’t
have to know them personally, it could
be somebody in a distant country like a
Ukrainian soldier fighting for freedom,
a displaced resident of Gaza, or it could
be a member of the school staff, or
somebody close to you. Please pick up
a booklet and pray.

Blessings
Bill
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For the advertising of this event, I
have copied for you the exact

wording that comes from Thy Kingdom
Come website. Let me explain a little
more as this is something new for our
church, but so important because our
outreach to children, young people,
families and adults is being undertaken
so well.

Ascension Day is on Thursday 28 May
this year, and then just 10 days later
Pentecost is celebrated on Sunday 8
June. Over the course of these 11 days 
it is hoped that everyone who takes
part will:

Deepen their own relationship with•
Jesus Christ.
Pray daily for five friends or loved•
ones to come to faith in Jesus.
Pray daily for the work of the Holy•
Spirit to enable us to be effective
witnesses.

Could you go that extra mile and do
this for 11 days?

There is a theme for the whole 10
days – the Lord’s Prayer, and to help
you there is a free booklet that comes
from Thy Kingdom Come movement to
help guide your thoughts during your
prayer time. Do pick one up from
church because the meditations each
day are beautifully written.  

We will be joining other churches
from this Diocese, and across the UK
and the world.

Chris Fitton

Thy Kingdom Come

Please join us for this series of
lunchtime concerts on Tuesdays,

12:30-1pm at Steyning Parish Church.
Entry is free with a retiring collection
in aid of repairs and improvements to
our church. Our Norman church has
good sound and lighting but we need
to upgrade our access for those with
limited mobility. The tower is in need
of urgent repair, and we want to
relocate the boiler, which will help
increase access and freedom of
movement within the church. 

Your support is very much
appreciated.

10 June   Cantatrice
17 June   Organ recital, Brian Sawyer
24 June   Steyning Primary School 
1 July        Kadenza
8 July       Sing Out Sister
15 July      Strummers and Singers

We are very grateful to all
participants who are giving their time
and talents free of charge.

Kate Burnett

Lunchtime Concerts
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POPe LeO iii (C750-816)

Pope Leo III was thought to have
been born in Rome, the son of

Asupius and Elizabeth. He was thought
to have Greek origins and his father's
name suggests that he might have had
an Arab background. He studied for the
priesthood and, under Adrian I, he was
made a cardinal-priest and became the
vestiarius or chief of the pontifical
treasury.

On the death of Adrian he was
elected Pope in 795 and took the name
of Leo. Relatives of Adrian were deeply
opposed to Leo because he was not of
noble birth and, at that time, it was
considered that the papacy should be
restricted to the nobility. In 799 when
Leo was presiding over a litany
procession he was attacked by armed
men who attempted to tear out his
tongue and gouge out his eyes. He was
left injured and unconscious but was
rescued by Charlemagne's guards who
took him to Paderborn, Charlemagne's
encampment, where he was  received
with great honour.

All accusations against Leo were
dismissed and he was escorted back to
Rome. In November 800 Charlemagne
travelled to Rome and held a Council
there. On Christmas Day that year Leo
crowned Charlemagne as Emperor of
the Roman Empire. At that time the
Imperial throne of Constantinople was
controversially held by a woman, Irene
of Athens, and Charlemagne's
coronation caused great offence but
she was too weak politically to resist
Leo's action.

As far as England was concerned, Leo
settled disputes between York and
Canterbury and reversed a decision of
Pope Adrian to make Lichfield the
archdiocese rather than Canterbury.

Leo died on 12 June 816 after ruling
for more than 20 years and was buried
in his own monument. Later however
his relics were moved to a tomb which
contained the remains of his
predecessors named Leo. He was
canonised in 1673 and his feast day is
kept on 12 June.
Pope Leo III crowning Charlemagne (from
Chroniques de France ou de St Denis, 14th century)

Saint of the Month
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The May meeting of Steyning PCC
began with a prayer from Fr Mark.

His introductory remarks centred on
the question of ‘What we Believe’, the
subject of a page which he has been
working on to add to the website -
stating the basic principles of Christian
belief, rather than, as is so often the
case, stating what we don’t believe ,
which distinguishes us from other
churches.

Some of the points raised at the
meeting, and news of progress, are
summarised here (please note this is in
no way a complete formal record).

We are now about 80% of the way
through our five year plan - and have
achieved about 80% of the objectives.
Our greatest successes have been in
mission and outreach. In this we were
helped by taking part in the diocesan
‘Great is thy Faithfulness’ programme
for church growth. This proved that
although broadly we were going in the
right direction with our plan, there
were some areas where we needed to
change priorities as well as widen our
outlook. Our plans for improving the
building to make it more accessible for
the whole community have not
progressed - mainly because of the
urgent need for repairs to the tower
roof  as well as the Penfold Hall. How
we tackle the remaining 20%, as well as
how we progress to the next phase at
the end of these five years, will be
looked at closely by the 5YP co-
ordinating group.

PCC members (and others) are
encouraged to attend Gary’s Vision

Day, planned for 9 June at the Hillside
Scout Camp, Small Dole.

As far as the tower is concerned, we
have made progress in amassing the
considerable funding required, thanks
to generous grants from Sussex
Historic Churches Trust, the Benefact
Trust, plus donations and promised
legacies as well as a contribution from
the Friends. Once we have the
Chancellor’s approval for the work, this
will then enable us to submit
applications for larger grants. As these
grants put conditions of being able to
provide matching funding, and not
having started the work, we do
unfortunately need to wait a bit longer.

Financially, things look encouraging.
The increase in planned giving has
enabled us to meet our Parish Share
pledge of £69,690, for which we
received thanks from the Diocese.

More good news was that Pilbeams,
the contractors, were reaching the end
of the Penfold Hall repairs, which
involved considerable underpinning
and work to the roof at the South East
end - work which will be invisible when
complete but very necessary to the
Grade II listed former school building.
The next stage is redecoration, by
volunteers, followed by laying a new
floor covering, then the large hall can
reopen, and hopefully start earning an
income once again.

Our Fabric Committee is looking in
particular at Health and Safety, in
various areas, but primarily with our fire
risk assessment and First Aid, for which
Gary had arranged training sessions.

Steyning Parochial Church Council
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In other news, things are looking
good for our Church Schools. Steyning
Grammar, thought to be the largest
Church school in the country, has
reported improvements in pupil
behaviour, leading to a better learning
environment - one area where there
have been problems. An Ofsted
inspection was thought to be
imminent. Meanwhile, the Primary
School is working on the values of
Christian Distinctiveness; Gary has been
liaising with head teacher Mr Simon
Phipps as well as taking ‘Godly Play’.
Our Music Group and Open the Book
team are continuing to regularly visit
the school. Thanks were given to Derek
Vine, who previously reported about
the Primary School but is standing
down from the PCC.

We are doing well, too, in the vital
area of safeguarding. Christine Aubrey
and Fiona Aiton have been working
with our sister church in Ashurst as well
as carrying out safer recruitment for
the various roles and ensuring training
and DBS checks are carried out as
required. We received highly positive

comments for the way in which an
incident in the churchyard had been
handled.

Brian Hanson reported that the new
electoral roll numbered 148 forms
submitted in time to be eligible to vote
at the APCM, plus another 17 received
after the deadline. With a few more
expected, the new roll is already almost
as large as the old, thanks to the recent
increase in our active congregation
numbers.

The Pastoral Care group continues to
provide spiritual support for
parishioners in need. There has been
positive feedback from the monthly
Good Grief Café for those who have
suffered loss. Judie Thomson, our
pastoral care team coordinator, has
met with two Ashurst parishioners who
are interested in setting up something
similar.

Finally, but by no means least, the
Family Support Work Group reported
on planned fund raising events,
including a lunch on 12 July, and two
concerts - 13 September and another
later in Autumn.

Would you, or anyone you know, like a member of our
team to:

Offer a listening ear, or chat for a few minutes if•
you are lonely
Give a phone call to help ease a heavy burden•
Be there just to listen to your concerns or worries?•

Please don’t hesitate to be in touch and feel free to email
care@steyningparishchurch.org or speak to me on 
01903 810392.
Someone from the team is ready to be there at your side
either by phone or in person.

Judie Thomson, Pastoral Care Co-ordinator

The next Grief Café is on Friday 14 June.

Pastoral Care Team
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Our Rogationtide service provides
an all-too-rare opportunity for

both sister churches - St Andrew’s & 
St Cuthman’s Steyning and St James’s
Ashurst - to join together. This year’s
service was held on Sunday 11 May at
the Ashurst cricket ground, and as part
of Steyning & District Churches
Together, we were pleased to welcome
worshippers from the other churches in
the area.

Although the normal meaning today
is to pray for the blessing on the land to
bring forth good crops, the festival is
sometimes observed as a time of
general prayer and supplication. The
early church included fasting, as a way
of appeasing God’s anger at mankind’s
transgressions.

Fr Mark’s introduction to the 11 May
service read: Rogation days (from the
Latin rogare, ‘to ask’) are traditionally
held over the three weekdays before
Ascension Day or the preceding Sunday
(Easter V in the Book of Common
Prayer). The Prayer Book Gospel for that

Sunday includes the words of Jesus,
“Whatsoever ye shall ask for in my
name, he will give it to you.”

One feature of the traditional
Rogation festival was to recite the
Litany in a procession, and our service
followed that pattern, with a tour of
the field - for those able to manage it -
saying intercessions, and stopping at
various places for a prayer. That
followed a series of short readings
from members of the churches, and a
short address by Fr Mark. The Collect
was read by Methodist minister Revd
Steven Donnison, and we sang three

hymns to keyboard
accompaniment,
ending with I Vow to
thee my Country in
recognition of VE
Day.

The weather was
kind, and we all
enjoyed the
opportunity of a
different Sunday
morning service in
company of our
other local Christians. 

Rogation, a Time of Asking
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Ihave often felt that I struggle with
prayer or I feel I just cannot be that

person to pray. Do you understand
that?  

Our lives can be hectic and going to
church can be complicated in many
ways. Being asked to think “What
would Jesus do?” or to try to be like
Jesus can feel like a
bar set too high, just
out of reach. Yet …
life can feel empty
and lonely if I neglect
the pathway of
prayer that God has
given us all. When I
do lean on him, and
trust him and talk to
him then that
emptiness and
loneliness will
disappear, and that
peace, that is God’s,
fills all the spaces and
gaps.

Prayer can change
people. The Bible tells
us how prayer
changed David from an adulterer and
murderer to a man after God’s own
heart. He was truly repentant and
asked God for mercy and forgiveness.

Yes, he could be forgiven, and went on
to be a great king.

There is so much written about
prayer and we can read the Bible and all
the resources but there are just three
words I can say, “Just do it!” It’s the
way we communicate with God, and I
truly believe God responds to our

prayers. We learn to
understand God better,
to trust and worship
him.  I have come to
realise that none of us
need ever worry about
what we say when we
pray, just pray with your
heart. Just do it!

Oswald Chambers
(1874 – 1917) was a
Scottish missionary. In
his short life wrote a
great deal, but one
quote I wrote in my
memo book a long time
ago now – “Prayer is
the breath in our lungs
and the blood in our
hearts...” Without both

our hearts and our lungs we will die,
and our Church today needs us all to be
praying to survive and thrive. 

Chris Fitton

Prayer

Thank you
There have been times during the last few months when I have really needed
your prayers, and I wish to thank all most sincerely. Those prayers held me and
upheld me, and healed me.  

Thank you.
Chris Fitton

Photo by nega
on Unsplash
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The FSW Team would like to give out some dates for your diaries for some
forthcoming fund raising events which we are hoping to hold during the

summer.
saturday 12 July: Ploughmans Lunch with wine (venue to be advised)•
saturday 13 september:  7pm in St. Andrew's & St Cuthman’s Parish Church -•
concert entitled Sing me a song for Summer; a wonderful concert of glorious
songs from the shows and light opera, with Averil Sessions and guests. 
Drinks and canapes, great raffle.
Mid-October: Musical Extravaganza Part 2 in St. Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s•
Parish Church by our wonderful Music Group, Church Choir and guest choir
from Steyning Primary School.

We are also hoping to hold a coffee
morning to celebrate the reopening of
the newly refurbished Penfold Hall
some time in August - date to be
advised, depending on when work is
finally completed. 

It would be lovely if you felt you
could support these fundraising events
for such a worthwhile charity as Family
Support Work.

Penny Warner (01903 812752)

Family Support Work

An Easy Way to Help our Church
We’re now registered with easyfundraising, which means you
can help us at no extra cost. Over 8,000 retailers will donate to
us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them. All you
need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising
whenever you shop online. It’s easy and completely FREE.

A few people from our PCC and other groups have been
trying this before it is launched to the whole congregation. In a
few months, from a few people, we have raised over £250.
Buying insurance or booking holidays gives
the most benefit to us, but even the smaller
amounts earned through everyday purchases

soon mount up. Please visit easyfundraising.org.uk and sign up
selecting Saint Andrew And Saint Cuthman - Steyning as your
chosen charity, or scan the QR code to begin donating to our
church, at no extra cost to yourself.
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Hello Everyone,

We are holding
a vision day

for children and
families work in
Steyning Parish.
This day - 9 June (see below) - is for
people to come together to spend time
in worship and prayer, with some group
time and talks to see where we feel
called together as we move forward in
this work. We would like to take a
journey of the whole church to grow
this ministry, and by forming this
ministry together we hope it may
branch out to more adult ministries t00. 

If you feel this is something you
would like to attend then please book
in with Gary.

The third of our monthly Fire Pit
Services has taken place.  It was nice to
see some
new
faces but
also
those
that
enjoy
the
service
and have
come back each month. 

We have been learning
new songs but I think the
most important part is the

marshmallows and
conversation after the
service.  Our next 

service is Sunday 8 June,
so do please come and join us. We
would love to see you.

OPEN TO ANYONE OF ANY AGE, the
board game café runs on the second
Tuesday of each month. This has been
shown to be very exciting.  

We would love to see some new
faces so why not come and try us out.
There is a wide variety of games for all
abilities and interests. The next session
is on 10 June.

Families and Children
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We are amazed that we
have now been into the
whole of key stage one
to run Godly Play. All
the children have been
awesome. They have
listened really well and

have done some lovely reflection
drawings on what they heard and to
illustrate what was the most important
part of the parable of the good
Samaritan to them.

Head teacher Mr Phipps and I have
been meeting regularly, and we hope
to soft launch a worship club before
the end of the school year, ready to
fully launch in September. The worship
club is designed for the young people
to help lead collective worship and
teach actions to songs to the whole
school, as well as helping to support
their faith. 

Kate has been working really hard
with the school and has arranged the

Calling all knitters and crocheters, 
I have a secret project I am launching and need your help.
If you knit or crochet and are up for supporting this secret

project, please either see me in church or drop me an
email  for your briefing and patterns for the project.

My email is: children@steyningparishchurch.org

VOLuNTeers Needed

We run lots of activities but we
would love to always run more. 

So we are seeking volunteers to
build on what the church offers to
our community through our work
with children, families and adults. 

Could you spare some time
weekly or monthly? There is a wide
variety of roles to suit every age
and ability. 

Why not speak to Gary, Sarah,
Kate or Judie to see what we are
looking for. 

Roles include possibly just sitting
in a group so it can run,
refreshment making, sharing a
smile and chat, office skills, or craft
skills. 

There is so much on offer, please
don’t count yourself out as there is
something for everyone if you can
make a little bit of time. 

Gary

Steyning Primary School
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children to lead a lunch time concert, in
church, on Tuesday 24 June.

I wish to give my thanks to Kate and
Caryl who both work extremely hard as
school governors and also to the
reading army team, the music group
and the Open the Book team who all do
amazing work in the school offering
support to enrich the school’s learning
in different ways.  

Little Stars is still growing. We had
our largest number of adults and

little ones last month. This ministry just
keeps growing and the group has asked
for another session a week. We would
love to see that happen one afternoon
during the week. 

Would YOU be interested in getting
involved to make this happen and see
this ministry grow? These families tell
us weekly how much they love being in
the church, and how welcome they
feel.

Blessings
Gary

family Camp - Friday 11th to Sunday 13th July 2025 - is a weekend of fun activities
and adventure, combined with worship and family time.

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to come together with other families from
across the diocese in the heart of the beautiful South Downs National Park.

Designed primarily (but not exclusively) for families with primary school aged
children, the weekend will start on Friday afternoon and finish at lunchtime on
Sunday. 

Gary will be happy to provide more information - he will be there himself.
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After the Music Group Eucharist on
18 May, we had the opportunity to

receive the reports of our Parochial
Church Council, and elect the new PCC,
as well as re-elect the churchwardens.

Retiring treasurer John Edwards was
able to give the very good news that,
thanks mainly to two generous
legacies, the previous year’s deficit was
converted to a surplus close to
£200,000. This will be needed for the
tower repairs and improvements
programme. A presentation was made
to John to mark his 10 years as
treasurer. 

Our five year plan, too, has achieved
80% of its goals in 80% of the time;
another cause for celebration.

The PCC will continue largely
unchanged, with Tina Hobbs, co-opted
as John’s successor as treasurer, being
formally elected in place of Derek Vine,
who is standing down this year.

At the short PCC meeting following,
everybody was willing to remain in their
posts, with the exception of Liz
Trundle, who remains on the PCC but
wishes to hand over the Secretary job,
so we will be looking for a volunteer.

Steyning Annual Parochial Church Meeting - 18 May

rota for June:
7 June: June Green
14 and 21 June: Kate Williams
28 June: Jayne Meyler

Steyning Church Flowers 
A group of church flower ladies (and gentlemen) gathered at the 9:30 service
at Steyning on 18 May to celebrate the floristry and service of Margaret
Burgess. Margaret sadly lost her mother, Edith Knight, at the age of just 26 - a
pair of brass candlesticks were donated in her memory - and Margaret’s father
Cecil Knight asked Margaret if she could attend to her mother’s weekly flower
arrangement for two or three weeks. That was now 
60 years ago. Margaret continues to look after this 
arrangement which welcomes us all into church at the 
foot of the entrance steps. Margaret’s creativity has 
since contributed to seven flower festivals.

Fr Mark makes a presentation in appreciation of
John Edwards’ long service as treasurer, watched
by John’s successor, Tina Hobbs
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Although I’ve been a
member of our church

for over 30 years, I have
only recently started to
appreciate the beauty
within our churchyard.
Much of this is due to the
fact that Robert and I
oversee the work within its
boundary, appreciating the
little pockets of artwork
provided by nature. Some
are in plain sight, yet others
are hidden away in corners
protected by age-old trees,
headstones and hedgerow. All need to
be treated in different ways and

allowed to
flourish
throughout
the year.
Some
pictures
are
included to
show just
how
stunning
our flora is.

Apart from trees and plants, grass is
a topic that has become a major talking
point throughout my time working with
the gardeners of our churchyard.
Opinions are varied, with some wanting
short grass throughout, some long and
wild. But what we are trying to achieve
is a balance, accepting that some needs
to be left to seed, other areas where
graves are tended by people, shorter,
plus allowing some grass to be of a
length for little wildlife to hide in.
Therefore, as you walk through our
churchyard you may observe areas

Our Beautiful Churchyard
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where grass is very short, bordered by
much longer sections incorporating
wild flowers. We have a much enlarged
list of graves that we have been asked
to strim around, and these are marked
with green and yellow topped canes.
This makes it easier to notice and
identify them when cutting back.

Please understand that the
churchyard is a work in progress, with

new flower beds being formed,
wildflower patches being trialled out,
planning permission granted for many
different trees to be cut back, and then
not forgetting to tend the borders.
Your support throughout this is very
much appreciated, plus the gardening
group just want to maintain the beauty
of our grounds.

Simon Knowles

Join us every Wednesday
morning any time between
10am and 11:30am. We meet
in the small hall while the
building works continue in
the Penfold Hall. 
Several of our visitors go to
church for the Wednesday
morning 11:30am service,

but you can stay on chatting, too. 
Elizabeth Brown and the Coffee Team

COMe iN …
PLeAse, fOr A

COffee  Or TeA
ANd A CHAT. 

10-11:30
iN THe PeNfOLd

HALL
WedNesdAY

MOrNiNG

Wednesday Coffee: Penfold Hall

Parish Register
Wedding    26 April 2025

Mathew Duncan (Mat) Johns and 
Kristel Sofia Lainez Castro
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Christine was born in Epsom, Surrey
on Friday 19 May 1961 to Jan and

John. When she was a baby, her
parents moved to live by the sea in
Broadstairs, where her younger brother
Graham was born. Then, in 1964, all the
family, including her dad’s mum moved
here, to Steyning.

They bought Seymour’s the
greengrocers in the High Street, and
everyone lived above the shop; the
family on the first floor and their
grandmother on the top floor. Her dad
was a greengrocer and her mum a
Florist, so whilst they worked full time
in the shop, Christine and Graham were
looked after by their grandmother,
when they were not at school.

In no time the shop became a great
success, well known in the area, for its
fresh produce and mother Jan's
beautiful flowers. Christine and her
brother both went to the local primary
school and then on to Steyning
Grammar School.

As Christine grew
up as an independent
young woman, her
work for a local
export company took
her all over the world
on the jump seat of a
freight plane and she
visited many
interesting places,
such as Khartoum in
Sudan, a place she
really loved. It was
working in that job
she met Caroline, a

close friend with whom she’d always
kept in touch.

The next chapter saw Christine settle
in the Canary Islands, where Alex, and
then Suzi, arrived in her life. Alex
remembers she made their time there
so much fun, whether exploring the
mountains or spending time on the
beach.

They say that home is where the
heart is, and really, for Christine, that
was always in Steyning. So, in 2001, as a
single mum, she packed up and
returned to the UK.

Settling into their new home and
schools, Christine quickly found work in
Curriculum Support at Steyning
Grammar. Something she might have
later regretted, when Alex was a less
than perfect student and she’d bump
into a frustrated teacher.

Combining her passion for the
outdoors with her work, in 2005
Christine trained as a forest school
leader and on a couple of days a week,

she would take
students out to learn
about nature and
spend time outside.
That was probably
the happiest part of
her work.

Christine’s love for
this area saw her get
involved with the
Steyning Downland
Scheme, a charity she
admired that works
to conserve our local
area. As well as some

Obituary - Christine Humphreys

Christine Humphreys 1961-2025
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volunteering in her own time, over the
years, she took thousands of students
up on the Downs to involve them in
various Downland Scheme projects.

Besides her work, Christine was
always busy at home. She loved a bit of
DIY and tending to her little garden.
Spring was her favourite time of the
year, as her patience and hard work
planting seeds paid off and her garden
would come to life. She was an expert
and very successful tomato grower, so
much so, by late September, she would
be completely overwhelmed and
wouldn’t know what to do with them
all.

She was an amazing cook and
particularly good at baking, she
enjoyed trying out new recipes and was
always baking lots of amazing cakes, to
Suzi and Alex’s disappointment, as she
would say “you can’t eat any of that,
I’m taking it in to work”

Christine loved shopping trips with
family or friends. Visiting a garden
centre was one of her favourite things.
She was amazing at finding a bargain,

and, to her, nothing beat a trip to her
beloved TK Max.

Christine always had dogs, and
walking them every day was a big part
of her life. They bought her so much joy
and sometimes a lot of stress. As long
as there weren’t any cows around, she
enjoyed taking them out along the river
bank and was always keeping an eye
out for wildlife, particularly the barn
owls that she loved so much.

Suzi and Alex, despite all the support
so gratefully received, feel an
enormous sense of loss. But this is
tempered with overwhelming gratitude
to their mother, who taught them so
much - most importantly, what it means
to be a good person.

Her children feel so lucky to have had
her as their mother, and hope that we
can remember her as the incredible
person she was — a woman whose
generosity, kindness and wisdom
touched so many lives.

(Edited version of the tribute given 
by Christine’s son Alex at the funeral on 

8 April at Steyning Parish Church)  

THANk YOu
A huge thank you to the Church
family for all your love and support
during my rather drawn out move
into Penn’s Court. So many people
have listened, advised, sympathised
and encouraged and above all made
me laugh. I have been overwhelmed
by the offers of help, lovely cards and
flowers. The kindness of new
neighbours has not gone unnoticed
either. Thank you all from the
bottom of my heart.

Mary Travers

sAMs
St Andrew’s &
St Cuthman’s
Men’s Society
meets on the third Tuesday of alternate
months at the Penfold Hall.

Our next meeting is on 17 June at
3:45pm, when Larry Culliford will speak,
with the help of a video, about the
teachings of Thomas Merton. Wine and
crisps provided, all men of faith are
invited. Contact Len Warner
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The Steyning Society
Friday 20 June, at 19:00 for 19:30

The Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft,
Steyning

Art of the Sussex Coast, 
from Turner and Constable 

to Paul Nash and Eric Ravilious
by David Cordingly

David Cordingly started his career in the
Brighton Art Gallery and Museum, then
spent twelve years at the National
Maritime Museum in Greenwich,
where he organised exhibitions
including Pirates: Fact and Fiction. 
Since then he has written books on
pirates and other subjects and acted as
consultant on the ‘Pirates of the
Caribbean’ series.

The doors will open at 19:00 and there
will be wine or sparkling elderflower
(monetary donations welcome) on
arrival.
There will also be a Bring and Buy table
with books.

Talk will begin at 19:30.

Free to members and £5 guests.

All very welcome to attend.

www.steyningsociety.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 269859

THe ArTs sOCieTY, sTeYNiNG

Pots and Frocks – The world of Grayson
Perry, from Essex punk potter to

superstar national treasure
by Ian Swankie

Monday 9 June 2025, 10:00 for 10:30am
at the Steyning Centre

Best known for his outlandish appearances
dressed as his feminine alter ego, Claire, Sir
Grayson Perry is now a core part of the art
establishment, a Knight of the Realm, Turner
Prize winner, Royal Academician, popular
broadcaster and colourful character. He’s
possibly one of the world’s best-known
contemporary artists.

His works of ceramics, textiles, tapestries
and prints are highly sought after. Often
controversial, he tackles difficult subjects in a
poignant yet witty manner and holds a mirror
up to modern society. This talk will examine
Sir Grayson Perry’s work, his exciting and
thought-provoking exhibitions, and the
unique character inside the flamboyant
frocks.

A Londoner with a contagious enthusiasm for
art and architecture, Ian is an official guide at
Tate Modern, Tate Britain, Guildhall Art
Gallery and St Paul’s Cathedral. He is also a
freelance London tour guide. Since 2012 he
has led a popular weekly independent art
lecture group in his home town of Richmond
in West London. He is an Accredited Lecturer
for The Arts Society and a Freeman of the
Worshipful Company of Art Scholars, one of
the City livery companies.
Ian has been invited back to Steyning due to
the popularity of his previous lectures.
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Whisk a 397g can of condensed milk
with 1.2 litres of double cream, 2tsp of
vanilla bean paste and a good pinch of
salt.

Once thickened, transfer to a loaf tin
or Tupperware and freeze for 6 hours,
or until solid. Leave to soften slightly
before scooping and serving with your
favourite toppings.

Recipe for June
NO CHurN VANiLLA iCe CreAM

THANks frOM THe disAsTers eMerGeNCY COMMiTTee
PCC Treasurer Tina Hobbs has received this letter from the DEC, which she would
like to pass on to the congregation.

Dear Steyning Parish Church,

Thank you for donating £500.00 to the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal.
Thanks to your incredible generosity, DEC member charities and their

trusted local partner organisations are delivering lifesaving aid to people in
urgent need.

Because of you, they are able to help provide medical care, safe shelter,
clean water and much more.

DEC charities have worked in Myanmar for decades and have a strong local
partner base, rooted in the affected communities. They continue to assess the
ever-changing situation to ensure aid gets to the people who need it most.

Your support is enabling DEC charities to respond rapidly as well as
supporting families affected in the months and years to come as the lasting
impact of the crisis continues.

You can stay updated with all the lifesaving work DEC charities and their
local partners are doing in Myanmar by: visiting our website dec.org.uk;
following us on Instagram (@disastersemergencycommittee); or following us
on X (@decappeal).

On behalf of all those your donation will support, we want to say thank you
once again. Your support is making an incredible impact.

Yours sincerely,

Saleh Saeed, DEC Chief Executive.
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There’s a subject we’re not great at
talking about in the UK; poo.

However, there’s a group of creatures
that are far more celebratory of the
topic, with their diet testament to their
appreciation. Aptly named, dung
beetles eat poo. And they are amazing. 

You are likely to conjure the image of
Heliocopris, giant dung beetle species
which reside in Africa and Asia,
manoeuvring huge droppings kindly
deposited by some of the Earth’s
spectacular megafauna. Although
these beetles don’t match the size of
the one that rolled a football into the
2010 World Cup opening ceremony,
they are hefty for a beetle, reaching
lengths of up to 7cm.

Our dung beetles are more
diminutive, but no less vital. The UK is
home to around 60 species, which are
split into three groups: Aphodiines, or
the ‘dwellers’, sized 3-13mm who live
directly in dung, Onthophagus, at 
4-11mm; ‘tunnellers’  who tunnel up to a
metre below the dung, pulling down
small amounts to lay their eggs in, and
the largest ‘tunnellers’ at 8-26mm, the
Geotrupes.

Mostly, they consume dung of
herbivores and omnivores. The ultimate
recyclers, dung beetles are ecosystem
engineers, meaning they modify their
environment to provide services to
other species with whom they share
the ecosystem. In the case of dung
beetles, this is a poop removal service. 

Not only do they improve grazing
pasture by clearing grasslands of
waste, but they also recycle vital
nutrients, keeping soil healthy.
Tunnelling aerates the soil and prevents
compaction, which in turn mitigates
against flooding. Whilst this waste
processing keeps down the population
of flies, the beetles also remove
parasites living in the dung. The beetles
are, in turn, prey to others, such as
birds, bats and hedgehogs. It’s all
rather harmonious and, as nature does
best, it’s a perfectly symbiotic
relationship. 

Yet, like most of our native wildlife,
dung beetles are in trouble. Largely this
is due to modifications in agricultural
practices; changes in land-use and an
increase of pesticides, whether this be

Sward Wardens: 
the incredible role of dung beetles

Common Dor dung beetle (Geotrupes spiniger) 
© Vaughn Matthews

Sussex Cattle © Tom Parry
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directly onto fields or via livestock-
ingested worming medicines. These
chemicals disrupt the brilliantly
balanced natural process, especially

when used large scale and
preventatively. Landowners can
support dung beetle populations by
reducing pesticides; more dung beetles
mean fewer parasites, so by protecting
these species a free service is being
retained. 

We owe a lot to our dung beetles and
must protect them. They’re a critical
part of our ecosystem, yet many of us
don’t know they exist here or
appreciate their unglamorous and
thankless work. To be frank, without
them we would be up to our knees in
poo. Metaphorically and literally.

Kerry Williams: SWT 
Communications Officer - Conservation

Dung beetle © Victoria Hume

ChurchSuite Database

We have for some time now
been using the ChurchSuite

software to keep records of church
members in Steyning (securely of course, and in full compliance with all
data protection regulations). It aslo powers our website calendar.

ChurchSuite provides a useful address book resource that we would like
to be made more generally available. As long as you have an email address,
you can use ChurchSuite on a computer, a smartphone or tablet. 

We will, at some time in the near future, be sending invitations to all on
our weekly bulletin mailing list. This will ask you to set your own password
and it will explain how to log on to the ‘My Church Suite’ system. You will
then be able to check the information we hold for you, to update it if
necessary, and - most importantly - to choose which contact details
(address, phone number, email, or none at all) you are prepared to share
with other congregation members. Don’t worry, we will still be able to
contact you and send bulletins even if you don’t want to share your
information more widely.

If you are not on our weekly bulletin mailing list, and would like to be
added, or if you have any questions about ChurchSuite and/or how we use
and keep your data, please email us at comms@steyningparishchurch.org
and we will do our best to answer.



26

sTeYNiNG PArisH CHurCH - services for June

sT JAMes’s, AsHursT - services for June

every sunday

8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service

9:30am  Sung Eucharist each Sunday with full choir, except on
Sunday 15 June, with the Music Group: a simpler 
communion service, for all ages.

6:00pm Evening service:
First Sunday (1 June): Reflections, a quiet, peaceful evening 
service, entitled ‘Thy Kingdom Come’

Second Sunday (weather permitting) outdoor firepit service

Second (and Fifth, 8 and 29 June) Sunday: said BCP / 1662 
Evening Prayer service

Third Sunday (15 June) Choral Evensong, BCP / 1622, with 
full choir and organ

Fourth Sunday (22 June) Taizé service

every Wednesday

11:30am Said Holy Communion (Common Worship)
(Fourth Wednesday, 25 June; with prayers for healing)

sundays

10:30am Second Sunday (8 June) Family Service

Fourth Sunday (22 June) Holy Communion

ViCAr Of sTeYNiNG sT ANdreW’s & sT CuTHMAN’s 
ANd reCTOr Of sT JAMes’s AsHursT

The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA , Tel: 879877
Parish Office Address: Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning BN44 3YB         

Tel:  813276; office@steyningparishchurch.org; www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator:  Pat McMullan 

Parish Office open:  Tuesday to Friday 10am to midday


