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Do come along to the 

STEYNING ECUMENICAL LUNCH CLUB
at

Steyning Methodist Church,
18 High Street, Steyning, BN44 3GG

Second Monday in each month

Open to all
Relaxed and friendly

Enjoy a two course lunch
Catch up with your friends

Make new friends

To book ring 01903 812811

The Ecumenical Lunch Club is a joint venture between
Steyning Methodist Church : St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s Church 

The Church of Christ the King

Helpers and Cooks are needed too
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Magazine Donations
If you enjoy this Church Magazine and would like to make a
donation towards the costs, we would be very grateful.
BACS transfers with reference ‘Magazine Donation’ can be made to:
Sort Code 30-99-93, Account 03220862. If you are a UK tax payer
and fill in the Gift Aid slip, we can recover an extra 25p for every £1.
Alternatively, scan the QR code to donate. Thank you.

I wish to Gift Aid my donation to ‘Steyning Parochial Church Council’ to help
meet the expenses of the Church Magazine. We suggest an annual donation
of at least £12

Title .............    Surname .............................................    Forenames ..........................................

House No/name .............................     Postcode ...........................       Date ...............................

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income Tax and /or Capital Gains Tax
in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my
responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify Steyning Parish Church if you / cancel
this declaration / change your name or home address / no longer pay sufficient tax on your
income and/or capital gains.

Registered Charity No: 1132913

"
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Prayer Diary for August
3 August Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Lord of all power and might, the
author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your
name, increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness, and of
your great mercy keep us in the same.

6 August The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Father in heaven, whose Son Jesus
Christ was wonderfully transfigured
before chosen witnesses upon the holy
mountain, and spoke of the exodus he
would accomplish at Jerusalem: give us
strength so to hear his voice and bear
our cross that in the world to come we
may see him as he is.

10 August Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we
beseech you to direct, sanctify and
govern both our hearts and bodies in
the ways of your laws and the works of
your commandments; that through
your most mighty protection, both
here and ever, we may be preserved in
body and soul.

15 August The Blessed Virgin Mary
Almighty God, who looked upon the
lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and chose her to be the mother of
your only Son: grant that we who are
redeemed by his blood may share with
her in the glory of your eternal
kingdom.

17 August Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Almighty God, who sent your Holy
Spirit to be the life and light of your
Church: open our hearts to the riches

of your grace, that we may bring forth
the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy
and peace.

24 August Tenth Sunday after Trinity
Let your merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of your humble
servants; and that they may obtain
their petitions make them to ask such
things as shall please you.

25 August Bartholomew the Apostle
(transferred from 24 August)
Almighty and everlasting God, who
gave to your apostle Bartholomew
grace truly to believe and to preach
your word: grant that your Church may
love that word which he believed and
may faithfully preach and receive the
same.

In the month of August we pray for:
• Those countries where coexistence

seems more difficult; help them not
to succumb to the temptation of
confrontation for ethnic, political,
religious, or ideological reasons.

• Blessings and care for all children,
teachers, volunteers and other staff
members at our church schools
during this summer holiday. May
they return to school in September
renewed and refreshed. 

• Those who may be brokenhearted
and we ask for comfort for those
who mourn any loss. May they find
peace and strength in Jesus’
presence.

• Guidance for our church leaders,
especially those seeking the next
Archbishop of Canterbury.
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Pastoral Letter
It is said that time appears to go quicker as you get

older. As a child, the gap between significant events -
birthdays, Christmas and school holidays - seems to
last for ever. For me the event that always catches me
out is Wimbledon. It doesn't seem that long since we
came to the end of the Easter season, and then all of a
sudden it's time for the tennis, and then the Proms -
and suddenly it's the summer holidays. 

I don't know whether this speeding up of the
calendar is the result of psychology or biology, or just
being busy. In childhood, not a lot happens. The older I have got, the busier I
seem to be. Is this why time passes so quickly? 

Either way, what doesn't seem to be easy whether you are old or young is
being still, living in the present moment. Now. Just for this moment. … And this
one …

I wonder if some of this is the reason why even those who have been Christians
all their lives can find prayer difficult. I don't mean verbal prayers of intercession
or thanksgiving, but just being alone, being still before God. “Be still and know
that I am God”, said the psalmist (Psalm 46:10). Jesus said something similar - see
Matthew 6:5-8. 

For all our frenzy, that eternal peace which the world cannot give itself is just a
breath away (John 14:27), if only we pause to look for it. If and when life seems to
be going too quickly, before going to sleep it might be worth using the collect
from Compline (see below). Or you might read-slowly-the Matthew passage
above, or the story of the stilling of the storm, see Mark 4:35-41. 

Peace be with you. Always. 

Be present, O merciful God, 
and protect us through the silent hours of this night, 
so that we who are wearied 
by the changes and chances of this fleeting world, 
may repose upon thy eternal changelessness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Night Collect from the Leonine Sacramentary)

Parish Office Address: Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB
01903 813276; office@steyningparishchurch.org; www.steyningparishchurch.org

Parish Administrator: Pat McMullan
Parish Office open: Tuesday to Friday 10am to midday
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FroM THE EdITor

Who was St Richard? He is perhaps
best known for his prayer, which

ends “May I know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly, follow thee
more nearly.” 

The rhyming triplet was, apparently,
the invention of the unknown person
who translated St Richard’s original
Latin text. But it gained popularity,
being incorporated into a hymn, and
providing the inspiration for a song in
the ‘Godspell’ musical.

The reason for thinking about St
Richard, a 13th century Bishop of
Chichester, was the news that the
present Bishop has awarded the
honour of the Order of St Richard to
our Dr Brian Hanson. The order was
established in 2019, in recognition of
contributions by lay people to the
diocese. One of the first recipients was
David Fitton, whose award was for
finance and deanery business. Brian
has held several different positions
locally, including lay chair of our
deanery, as well as previously serving
with the Church Commissioners and as
Registrar and Legal Advisor to the
General Synod. 

Brian, like St Richard, is an expert in
Canon Law. Though unlike St RIchard,
he has had no need to take a position
opposing the King and many of the
clergy.

The honour is well deserved; we are
indeed fortunate in having Brian’s
knowledge and experience available to
our Parochial Church Council and
deanery.

Blessings, Bill

Sunday Notices
The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent
from the Parish Office, gives all the
information about services, news and
events. There is also the list of those
needing our prayers. If you would like
to receive this sheet please contact:

office@steyningparishchurch.org
or ring 01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests
contact:
prayers@steyningparishchurch.org
or ring 01903 813276

Reflections Service

‘Reflections’ is a quiet contemplative time of
about 40 minutes, with readings, prayer and
music, built around a 12-15 minute period of
silence.
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Rose was born Isabel Flores de Oliva
in 1586 in the city of Lima, one of

eleven children born to Gaspar, a
Spaniard, and Maria, a native of Peru.
She acquired the nickname of Rose
after a servant claimed
to have seen her face
transformed into a
rose as she prayed.

When she was
confirmed in 1597 she
formally took the
name of Rose. She
began to fast three
times a week and
performed severe
penance in secret.
When men began to
admire her for her
beauty, she cut off her
hair and rubbed
peppers into her face.
To the annoyance of
her father she refused
the many suitors he
produced and took a
vow of celibacy. She then began a life
as a recluse.

Rose helped the sick and hungry of
Lima taking care of them in the grotto
she had built. She also produced fine
needlework which she sold in the
market in order to help the poor. She
only permitted herself two hours of

sleep at night so that she had more
time to devote herself to prayer. She
wore a heavy crown made of silver
which had spikes on the inside to
remind her of the crown of thorns

worn by Jesus.
This way of life

took its toll on her
health and she died at
the early age of thirty
one. Her funeral was
held in Lima
Cathedral attended
by all the dignitaries
of the city as well as
the poor. Rose was
canonised in 1671 and
was the first Catholic
in the Americas to be
declared a saint and,
later, became
patroness of Peru and
of the indigenous
peoples of the
Americas.

It has been said
that her life is best understood as an
attempt to make reparation for the
widespread sin and corruption in
Peruvian society at that time. All who
came into contact with her said that
the love of God radiated from her
presence.

Her feast day is 23 August.

Saint of the Month
roSE oF LIMA (1586-1617)

Saint Rose of Lima by Claudio Coello
(1642–1693), in the Prado Museum,
Madrid, Spain

Steyning Events
The Steyning Society, Steyning Arts Society, Steyning History Society and
SAMS all take August off. News of future events in September magazine.
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The Feast of the Transfiguration, 6 August
Iknow this feast has normally just

passed me by - of course I’ve heard
about it, and read about it in the
different gospels (John 3, Luke 9, 
Mark 9), but this is the first time I have
tried to think about it more deeply, and
what it meant then, and what it might
mean to us today. So, here goes…

The first thing that struck me is that
this episode in Jesus’ life on earth
seems very different from his day-to-
day encounters, miracles, stories etc.
Because of this strangeness, it makes it
into a key moment in Jesus’ life, and
perhaps something that can enable us
to think that there is more to life than
we can detect through our five senses.  

It is important to know what we look
like, as every glance in the mirror tells

us, but it’s more important to know
who we are. This moment in time was
there for the disciples and us to see
who Jesus is - “the appearance of his
face changed” (Luke 9:29) at a time
when he was at prayer, the time he
was closest to his father.  At that
moment God's glory is revealed in
Jesus.  

‘Transfiguration’ is not a word you
hear very often today - perhaps
disfiguration is more in our vocabulary
when we consider some of the recent
world events.  But none of these
events can negate the glory of God
that does fill the world and us humans,
however so often God is not seen
because we are like the disciples
“weighed down with sleep” (Luke 9:32).

The Transfiguration  Luke 9:28-36
“Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus
took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. And while he
was praying, the appearance of his face changed,
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of
his departure, which he was about to accomplish
at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, 'Master, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah'-not
knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’
When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in
those days told no one any of the things they had seen.”
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The three disciples
were worn out and
struggled between
wakefulness and sleep,
but at the right
moment they were
awake and Peter,
James and John saw
Jesus’ glory, and also
he showed them their
deepest souls and who
they were. 

We are sometimes
awake, and sometimes
struggle to keep
awake physically
depending on what is
going on in our lives.
Our spiritual journey
can often be the same
- between being present, or being
absent; walking in the darkest place, or
in the light; being blind to the beauty
and goodness of creation, or standing
tall against the violence to each other
or our world.

I wonder what you make of the
awesome and rather mystical scene
with Moses and Elijah? What do you
think they talked about? Peter wanted
to build homes on Mount Tabor to
enclose these long dead, but great
Patriarchs. We build the most beautiful
churches in which to worship God, but
he’s not enclosed within those walls,
instead he makes all of humankind his
dwelling place. He is a big God. 

Why were Moses and Elijah there I
wonder?  Was this a glimpse of the
centre of the labyrinth we have our
eyes on? Maybe it was to give Jesus
that little extra strength he needed to

set his way squarely
on Jerusalem and all
that was to happen
there? Maybe it was to
show us all that life
after death is real; that
heaven is real? I don't
know, what do you
think?

For Jews in Jesus’
time, the synagogue
had the Torah scrolls
hidden away; there
were Synagogue inner
sanctums where only
the High Priest could
go; there were strict
divisions between
places where women
were allowed or not,

and so on. For the disciples, all was
very strict and legalised, and the
thought of seeing God's face was
unthinkable to them.

I think Peter, James and John were
perplexed, or terrified perhaps, and
surely rather uncomfortable as
glimpses of God were unheard of by
such ordinary workers.  

These glimpses of God are rare
indeed today, so I am not perturbed by
the fact that I cannot point to one in
my life. I am as sure as I can be that
God is with me on my journey, and I
hope you feel that too, because that is
what the resurrected Christ promised
us, whether we are in darkness, or on
the mountain top, he is with us. All the
time. He is the Holy Spirit who comes
alongside and walks with us or carries
us. Listen to him.

Chris Fitton

The Transfiguration, by Raphael (c1520)
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David Boyle, who died on 19 June
from complications linked to

Parkinson’s, was remembered in a
packed funeral service on 21 July at St
Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s. 

David was born in Paddington,
London. His mother was Diana, a
magistrate, and his father Richard
Boyle, an investment banker, while an
ancestor was the first Lord Avebury,
John Lubbock, the Liberal politician
who introduced the Bank Holidays Act
in 1871. No doubt this kindled David's
interests in economics and social
justice. 

He was educated at the Hall School,
Hampstead and Clifton College, Bristol.
David Stancliffe, former Bishop of
Salisbury, who was chaplain at Clifton,
gave an address and a final blessing at
the funeral service.

After graduating from Trinity
College, Oxford, with a degree in
philosophy and theology, David
worked as a reporter on the Oxford
Star. He went on to edit the Town and
Country Planning Journal, before joining
the Liberal
Democrats’ national
policy committee
and editing the
Liberal Democrat
News. In 1999 he co-
authored Economics
- A Crash Course -
which championed
localism and the
time-based rather
than cash-based

economy. He set up the Real Press,
publishing his books on diverse
subjects. His ideas were pursued
through the New Economics
Foundation, which aimed to transform
the economy so it works for people
and the planet. He edited various NEF
publications, and during this time was
a driving force behind establishing
‘time banks’ and co-production,
philosophies that countered large-scale
inhuman corporate thinking. This was
the theme of many of David’s books,
both self-penned and co-authored.

In Steyning, David lived in Coombe
Road with Sarah Burns, a textile
designer, whom he had married in
2003. They had two sons, Robin and
William. He contributed a play to the
2018 Steyning Festival, Passport to
Steyning, in which the town is
threatened by global warming and
declares independence.

David had so many interests and
passions that it is hard to find a simple
way of summing up his life. David's
obituary in The Guardian described him

as a political
economist,
environmentalist
and writer “devoid
of ego” - a perfect
description of one
who promoted a
fairer economy,
that could work as
well for the
disadvantaged as
the wealthy.

David Courtney Boyle, 1958-2025
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Would you, or anyone you know, like a member of our
team to:
• Offer a listening ear, or chat if you are lonely
• Give a phone call to help ease a heavy burden
• Be there just to listen to your concerns or worries?
Please don’t hesitate to be in touch and feel free to
email: care@steyningparishchurch.org or speak to us on
01903 813276.
Someone from the team is ready to be there at your side
either by phone or in person.

We hold a grief café on the second Friday of each month in the Penfold Hall
from 2 until 4 pm. Please feel free to join us if you are in need of support
following a loss of any kind. We welcome everyone who has a need to talk
through their sadness and we offer our listening skills, a shoulder to cry on, and
an opportunity to be with others who are feeling the same way. Tea and coffee
and biscuits are served in safe, gentle and supportive surroundings. It doesn't
need to be a recent loss, if you need our support, we are there for you. 

The next Grief Café is on Friday 8 August.
Judie Thomson, Pastoral Care Co-ordinator

CHEESE STrAwS 
(Good For SUMMEr pICNICS)

Ingredients
• 120 g plain flour
• 60 g chilled salted butter 
• 90 g finely grated cheddar
• 2 medium egg yolks
• Salt and pepper

Method
Heat oven to 180°C
Mix flour, cheese and salt and pepper

in a bowl
Rub in salted butter
Add egg
Bring together until a ball of dough is

formed without too much kneading
Roll out on a lightly floured board until

about a centimetre thick
Cut into regular straw shapes or use

cutter for variety
Place on a lightly greased tray and

bake in oven
After 20 minutes check that they are

lightly browned before removal
Cool on a tray and eat.

Recipe for August

Pastoral Care Team
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Hello everyone, we are very excited
about our Family Fun holiday

activities happening over the summer
holiday. 

One session will be running in the
first week of the summer holidays at
the end of July, with the other two
sessions happening later in August (see
below). If anyone wants to come along
and lend a hand or even come along
with children we would love to have
you with us. 

Our themes for the three sessions
include medieval, painting and safari.
Each session will have lots of crafts
activities on those themes. 

The Fire
Pit

Services are
still taking
place over
the
summer
months.
Our next service is at 6pm on Sunday

10th August - do come
and join us, as we

would love to see you
and toast some

marshmallows
with you at the

end of the service.

OPEN TO ANYONE OF ANY AGE, the
board game café, which runs on

the second Tuesday of each month, in
conjunction with the Neighbourhood
Wardens, can be very exciting. We
would love to see some new faces. So
why not come and try us out? There is
a variety of games for all abilities and
interests. The next session is on 12
August, 15:15 to 17:15, in Penfold Hall.

Families and Children
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Little
Stars is

having a
break over
the
summer
and will

only be meeting on Thursdays 7 August
and 14 August. 

The group has been so popular that
as of September we will be launching a
second session. This will be amazing.

We have a great team every Thursday
who have built relationships with all of
the adults and children. We are pleased
to say Mary E is joining me to launch
the second group every Monday.

So please do
spread the word
if you know any
children under
the age of four 

Blessings,
Gary

Kaleidoscope Singers - Monteverdi ‘Beatus Vir’
The Kaleidoscope Singers will be holding a workshop, followed by a concert,

in St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s Church on Saturday 23 August, to perform
Beatus Vir by Monteverdi and some other pieces, accompanied by strings and
continuo. The workshop begins at 1:30pm, to which all singers are welcome.
The concert is at 4:30pm. The workshop will be led and the concert directed

by Zoe Peate. For further information and bookings, visit
https://kaleidoscopesingers.org 
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First Diocesan Family Camp
Over the weekend of 11-13 July the

Diocese of Chichester held its first
ever Family Camp, at Stedham near
Midhurst, led by Bishop Will

Hazlewood, Bishop
of Lewes. He had a
team from around
the diocese to help
him, which
included our very
own Families and
Children's Worker
Gary. 

The families arrived on the Friday
afternoon, straight after school and set
up their tents for the weekend. After
everyone had set up, they all sat
together as one large family to eat
dinner together (cooked by Gary). This
then led into a few games before
heading into the small woodland area
where our worship began. Bishop Will
began the service, welcoming and
sharing the word, and the music
started which was led by our very own
amazing music group. 

We then processed out of the
woodland into the main marquee
where the worship continued. Our
theme for the evening was ‘Father’.
When the worship had finished, we
joined together for a lovely fire around

which people sat and chatted and got
to know each other more. 

Saturday was packed, with coming
together in the morning for some
music practice where the music group
led us and taught everyone sign
language. You could really feel the
presence of God in the tent at that
time with everyone concentrating and
being in the presence of God. 

After this we then moved into a
period of crafts before lunch. There
were so many lovely things being made
by people. 

After lunch there
was lots of free time
where we had face
painting, games, a
scavenger hunt. A
massive water fight
broke out so people
could cool down from
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the blazing daytime heat
on the Saturday. Once
everyone had cooled
down, we joined
together as one big
family, for our second
meal together, before heading back
into the worship space for the second
evening. This time the theme was ‘the
Son’. As the service came to a end we

experienced a time
of Healing
Ministries before
heading to the fire
again - but this time
with marshmallows
and cake. 

The evening was
really lovely, with a
great atmosphere. 

Sunday morning came round so
quickly and it was time for breakfast all
together. We had bacon baps. The
Bishop was very good at cooking the
bacon for these. 

Once everyone had eaten, we
headed to the worship tent for our last
session of worship. Our theme was the
‘Holy Spirit’. Once the session had
ended, we cleared the site and headed
home.

The weekend was a
big success and so much
positivity came from it.
There were 70 people in
attendance (41 adults
and 29 children). We

had young people serving, carrying the
cross, candles and the Gospel book.
They read, and helped out on the tech
side as well. 

This was truly
an amazing
weekend with
the spirit of the
Lord all around
us. Steyning
Parish Church
was so pleased
to have been
involved.
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The larger of the two Penfold Halls is
now back in action. On page 7 of

the July magazine John Edwards
explained the very necessary major
underpinning and strengthening work
that had to be carried out by our
contractor, Pilbeam. This was made
more difficult by the Grade II listed
status of this part of the building (the

old National
School) as
well as the
presence of
asbestos. 

Following
completion
of this work,
which
included
external
renovation
to the front

(street facing) wall, our hard-working
band of volunteers has redecorated
the inside, with the higher areas
painted by professional decorator
Richard Bean. Our heating contractor
refitted the radiators, and new flooring
has been laid. This means that all the
facilities are again available for use. 

Penfold Hall Redecoration

Tony Brown

Elisabeth and Alec Harden

Elizabeth
Brown

Sally Barnard



17

Please join us for Wednesday Coffee
or any of the other regular events to
see for yourself. And of course the hall
is once again available for hire to other
Steyning organisations and event
organisers.

The works would not have been
possible without a generous grant
from the Wilson Trust and the legacy
from the late Millicent Honeywood, for
which the PCC is most grateful. We
offer our special thanks to John
Edwards for co-ordinating the project

and to Christine Aubrey and her band
of volunteer painters. Several of the
painting volunteers were not regular
members of our congregation - it was
really good of them to give up their
time. All of the decorators said they

enjoyed it and felt it was well worth
doing. The new flooring and choice of
muted wall colours introduce a clean
and fresh look. 

The photographs, by Christine
Aubrey and Adrian Bamforth, were

Adrian Bamforth Paul Berry Geoff Barnard
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from the first day of
painting. 

Those who helped
Christine included: 
Sally and Geoff Barnard;
Elisabeth and 
Alec Harden; Catherine
and Paul Berry; 
Elizabeth and Tony
Brown; Adrian Bamforth;
and David Littlejohns (on
the second day, so he
managed to avoid the
camera).

Parish Register
Baptism Rose Matilda Helen Slaughter               29 June
Wedding Harvey Terrence Reginald Smith and  

Rebecca Louise (Becky) Warriner             5 July 
Todd Barnaby Dossett and  
Olivia Grace Reed    17 July
George Joseph Stokes and Catherine Eleonor Luxford     19 July

Funeral Diana Margaret Hill        (d.25.5.25) 19 June   
David Courtney Boyle    (d. 19.6.25) 21 July    
Patricia Ann (‘Patta’) Tolputt    (d. 9.7.25) 23 July 

The finished result - the expensive and much-needed structural
repairs are invisible, but we now have a clean, safe and sound, hall
in which events can take place for Steyning as well as the church

STEYNING MUSEUM
CELEBRATION OF VJ DAY

16 AUGUST 2:30-4:30pm
In Coombe Court at the Steyning
Centre. Sandwiches, homemade
cakes and endless tea/coffee.
Tickets £10
available from
Steyning
Museum.

Live music from
P J & Rose

FLowEr roTA For AUGUST
9 August and 16 August

Julia Elliott

23 August and 30 August
Katherine Heather
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Once again it is time for Ride and
Stride, an annual event held by the

Sussex Historic Churches Trust (SHCT).
It would be good if as many people

as possible could take part as this year
our church received a £12,000 grant
from the SHCT charity towards the
proposed repairs to the St Andrew’s
and St Cuthman’s church  tower roof
timbers and guttering.

As many of you will be aware, it is
not only walkers who take part. You
can cycle, ride a horse, motor cycle,
drive a car or use any other method of
going from church to church. You can
visit as few or as many churches as you
can fit in. For further information and
sponsor forms see John Downe in
church or give him a ring on 01903
814007. Also remember that half of the
sponsor money is retained by our
parish.

Happy walking riding etc. Having a
good number of people taking part for
our churches would be a good way of
thanking SHCT for their generous gift
to us.

John Downe

Ride and Stride
SATUrdAY 13 SEpTEMBEr

Lunchtime Concerts
In June and July Steyning Parish Church hosted a series of six Tuesday lunchtime

concerts, offering a varied selection from the Cantatrice choir, an organ recital
by Brian Sawyer, Steyning Primary School, Kadenza, Sing Out Sister and Steyning
Strummers and Singers. All were well attended, and much appreciated by all
present - performers as well as audience. Kate Burnett must be congratulated for
putting the series together and her smooth organisation. 

A total of £1,844 was raised
towards the church building repair
and improvement fund. This is
something which will definitely be
repeated.
Thanks to
everybody
involved.

Steyning
Strummers and
Singers, 15 July
(last in series)
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If you’re on a reedbed ramble and
hear a ‘plop’, you might have just

missed one. Although active during the
day, water voles are extremely shy and
quiet. Given their rarity and secrecy,
it’s a wonder how anyone even knows
they are there. So, here's a few tips. 

Voles vs. rats
As a semi-aquatic
rodent, water voles are
often referred to as
‘water rats’. You could
mistake one for a
brown rat, but they are
quite different. Water
voles have a blunt nose,
a furry tail and small
ears. Rats have pointier
faces, long hairless tails,
and rounded ears. And
although I have nothing
against rats, water voles
are super cute.

Food caches
A cache of riverside nibbled grass
stems can be a give-away. These often

lie outside a discrete riverbank burrow.
Continuing the ratty-confusion-theme,
brown rats exhibit similar nibbly
behaviours. However, water voles
munch grasses at a neat 45-degree
angle, whereas rat teeth marks are a
bit more erratic.

Latrines
Collections of rounded, tic-tac shaped
droppings, known as latrines, are what
to look for along the water's edge.
These tidy deposits are a calling card
for territory marking. Although the
droppings are scentless, the voles rub
their hind legs on their scent glands
and stamp on the droppings to leave a
scent. A glamourous task. 

But it's not all idyllic grass-nibbling
and poop-stamping; our water voles
are at risk. Threatened by pollution,
climate change, habitat loss, and
predation by invasive non-native
American mink, our water voles are up

Our Elusive Water Voles

Brown Rat © Peter Brooks

Water Vole © Hugh Clark FRPS
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against it. Once found in nearly every
waterway in England, this protected
species has declined by a staggering
90% since the early 1970s and are now
listed as Endangered on the Great
Britain and England Red List.

It sounds bleak, but there is good
news ahead. Conservation
organisations are protecting the
species by monitoring and managing
the population of American mink. And
there are things you can do. By
keeping pets out of waterways, you
can prevent pollution of our precious
rivers by pet flea-treatments. 

By taking your litter home, you can
prevent bins over-flowing into vital
water vole habitat. To help monitor the
population, you can record sightings
on iRecord, via the website or app,
which are shared with the Sussex
Biodiversity Records Centre. 

By taking action to support healthy
rivers, balanced ecosystems, and
robust monitoring we can contribute
to bringing our water voles back from
the brink of extinction to their rightful
place in our flourishing waterways.

Kerry Williams, Sussex Wildlife Trust
Communications Officer - Conservation

Water Vole eating © Hugh Clark FRPS

Water Vole in burrow © Hugh Clark FRPS

Wednesday Coffee: Penfold Hall
Join us every Wednesday morning, any time
between 10am and 11:30am. Now the repair and
decoration of the main hall is finished we can
return and enjoy the space, after the ‘cosy’
experience in the small
hall.

Several of our visitors
go over the road for the
11:30 Holy Communion
service at St Andrew’s &
St Cuthman’s, but you can
stay chatting if you wish.

CoME IN pLEASE,
For CoFFEE or TEA,
BISCUITS, FrIENdLY
CoNVErSATIoN ANd

BIG SMILES.
10am - 11:30am
IN THE pENFoLd

HALL
EVErY wEdNESdAY

MorNING
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Every Sunday

8:00am 1662 Holy Communion Service

9:30am Sung Eucharist each Sunday. (Note: the choir is on holday 
during August). On Sunday 17 August, we have a simpler all-
age Holy Communion service wit the Music Group.

6:00pm Evening service:
First Sunday (3 August): ‘Reflections’, a quiet, peaceful 
evening service, entitled ‘Bring me Sunshine’
Second, Third and Fifth Sunday (10, 17 and 31 August) : said 
BCP / 1662 Evening Prayer service
And 10 August (weather permitting) outdoor firepit service
Third Sunday (17 August): no Choral Evensong due to 
choir holidays.
Fourth Sunday (24 August) quiet evening service based on 
worship by the Taizé community

Every wednesday

11:30am Said Holy Communion (Common Worship)
(Last Wednesday, 27 August; with prayers for healing)

St JAMES’S, ASHUrST - Services for August

STEYNING pArISH CHUrCH - Services for August

VICAr oF STEYNING ST ANdrEw’S & ST CUTHMAN’S
ANd rECTor oF ST JAMES’S ASHUrST

The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA , Tel: 01903 879877

ASSoCIATE prIESTS
Canon Nigel Hartley BA; The Revd Peter Attwood;

The Revd Ray Jones MA QHC; Canon Paul Rampton PhD

Sundays

11:00am First Sunday (3 August) Zoom Matins

10:30am Second Sunday (10 August) Family Service - a simple 
Lammastide Eucharist
Fourth Sunday (24 August) Holy Communion


