Har \f,St\Pla ilﬂ.lu

!}\r
1)

':I-

November2025'. 7

ISSUED FREE "'
Registered Charity No 11 329};3.{




In loving memory aisoustide 203

Annual Service of Memorial and Thanksgiving

The Parish Church of St Andrew & St Cuthman, Steyning
Sunday, 2 November at 4 p.m.

Steyning & District * °

wizise e | CANDLELIT
‘ﬁﬁ #2 TAIZE

(n Ath Sunday of the menth
at Bipm (lasting about A0 minutes )

P! Ly
i = = )
_-*1 _t_‘_

: Meditative chants, pragers und
A procession with Carols on Advent Sunday T e s s
silenee lostering a spicil all poace,
Sunday 30 i'*'mll‘::l'qnl'El'I"l:]:I"EI',I at ﬁpm reconciliation and faith
Steyning Parish Church Nexl Taize 23rd Noyvember
of Sl it himy AT THE PARTISH CHIRCH OF
Vicarage Lane, Steyning BN44 37Q sl ANDEEYS AND ST CLTLIMAN
STEY MNING




o V1 AWM

10
1"

12
14
15

House No/name

Forthcoming Church Events
Magazine Donations

Prayer Diary

Pastoral Letter

Sunday Notices

All Souls’-tide Service

From the Editor

Saint of the Month

Parish Registers

Isla’s Residential Course

Harvest Flowers

Contents

16
17

18
19
20
21

22

The Order and Medal of St Richard

Families and Children
Working for the Future
Pastoral Care Team

Magazine Donations

If you enjoy this Church Magazine and would like to make a
donation towards the costs, we would be very grateful.

BACS transfers with reference ‘Magazine Donation’ can be made to:
Sort Code 30-99-93, Account 03220862. If you are a UK tax payer
and fill in the Gift Aid slip, we can recover an extra 25p for every £1.
Alternatively, scan the QR code to donate. Thank you.

Cathedral Pilgrimage
Chanctonbury Chorus
Steyning Arts Society
SGS Mission Week
Steyning Society
Sussex Wildlife Trust
Wednesday Coffee

Services in November

Cover picture: Harvest preparations at
St Andrew’s & St Cuthman’s
(picture by Christine Aubrey)

meet the expenses of the Church Magazine. We suggest an annual donation

of at least £12

... Postcode ....

| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less income Tax and /or Capital Gains Tax in

the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my
responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify Steyning Parish Church if you /[ cancel
this declaration / change your name or home address / no longer pay sufficient tax on your
income and/or capital gains.

Registered Charity No: 1132913
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Prayer Diary for November

1 November, All Saints’ Day

Almighty God,you have knit together
your elect in one communion and
fellowship in the mystical body of your
Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to
follow your blessed saints in all virtuous
and godly living, that we may come to
those inexpressible joys that you have
prepared for those who truly love you.

2 November,

Fourth Sunday before Advent

Almighty and eternal God,you have
kindled the flame of love in the hearts of
the saints:grant to us the same faith and
power of love, that, as we rejoice in
their triumphs, we may be sustained by
their example and fellowship.

3 November, All Souls’

(transferred from 2 November)
Everlasting God, our maker and
redeemer, grant us, with all the faithful
departed, the sure benefits of your
Son’s saving passion and glorious
resurrection, that, in the last day,when
you gather up all things in Christ, we
may with them enjoy the fullness of
your promises.

9 November, Remembrance Sunday
(Third Sunday before Advent)
Almighty Father,whose
will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the
King of all: govern the
hearts and minds of
those in authority, and
bring the families of the nations, divided
and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to
be subject to his just and gentle rule.

16 November,

Second Sunday before Advent

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was
revealed to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and
heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having
this hope, may purify ourselves even as he
is pure; that when he shall appear in
power and great glory we may be made
like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom.

23 November, Christ the King

(Sunday next before Advent )

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ
ascended to the throne of heaven that he
might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,

and bring the whole created order to
worship at his feet.

30 November, Advent Sunday

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away
the works of darkness and to put on the
armour of light, now in the time of this
mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility;that on the
last day, when he shall come again in his
glorious majesty to judge the living and
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal.

1 December, St Andrew the Apostle
(transferred from 30 November)
Almighty God, who gave such grace to
your apostle Saint Andrew that he readily
obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ
and brought his brother with him: call us
by your holy word, and give us grace to
follow you without delay and to tell the
good news of your kingdom.



Pastoral Letter

or Christians, the words ‘from Darkness to

Light’ sum up this time of year. By the time
Christian missionaries arrived in Britain, the
Festival of All the Saints (also known as ‘All
Hallows’) was being celebrated on 1 November,
at a time when nights were getting longer and
when the Celtic people of northern Europe were
anxious that the spirits of the dead walked the
earth.

These pre-Christian customs, including
bonfires, are the distant antecedents of modern
Hallowe’en customs and how we keep Bonfire
Night.

A few centuries later the following day, 2 November, ‘All Souls’ Day’ was
established as a day of prayer for departed relations and friends. As usual we will
honour this day with a simple candlelit service at 4pm on that day.

For ancient Britons dark nights were frightening but the Christians came to
proclaim the good news that death was not an end but the gateway to a new and
stronger life.

This year Advent Sunday falls at the end of November and, whether or not you
have been before, | invite you to join us for our choral evening service of Advent
Carols, supported by Steyning and District Churches Together.

The service, From Darkness to Light, begins in a darkened church and during the
course of the service, candles are slowly lit and the church is filled with light. We
will hear familiar readings of prophecy and hope, and we anticipate not only the
joys of Christmas but also the promise that, whilst all earthly things will pass away,
God’s Kingdom will endure forever.

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadows put to flight!

12th century Latin Advent antiphon, W MM k./

translated by JM Neale (1818- 1866)



FROM THE EDITOR

eading publications like the Church

Times it is sometimes hard to
believe that the Anglican church is not in
danger of falling apart. Maybe now
there’s more likelihood of that, as we
read of overseas branches of the
Anglican Communion becoming
dissatisfied with the Church of England,
and Canterbury in particular. Not
entirely due to the appointment of the
Rt Revd Sarah Mulally as the first female
Archbishop of Canterbury - although
that’s unlikely to please the conservative
elements in other countries. She does
seem to be a good candidate for the job.
Even within the C of E those who have
previously shown opposition to the
ordination of women seem to welcome
her, albeit possibly through gritted teeth.

The new Archbishop begins her
tenure facing a division, between those
in favour of the provisions in Living in
Love and Faith, basically regarding same-
sex relationships. The House of Bishops,
having previously agreed on the subject,
has come under pressure from some
influential opponents, on both the
Evangelical and traditional Catholic
sides, to take the recommendation to
the General Synod, where it is likely to
be rejected. There is even talk of
forming a ‘parallel province’, alongside
Canterbury and York.

But other sources talk of a ‘quiet
revival’ rather than disagreement and
decline. That seems far more in line with
our own experience, as we try to be
welcoming and inclusive parishes. Did
Jesus not preach about ‘Love for All?’

Blessings,

Bill

6

Sunday Notices

The weekly Sunday notice sheet, sent
from the Parish Office, gives all the
information about services, news and
events. There is also the list of those
needing our prayers. If you would like
to receive this sheet please contact:

office@steyningparishchurch.org
or ring 01903 813276

To add any new prayer requests

contact:
prayers@steyningparishchurch.org
or ring 01903 813276

All Souls’ Candlelit
Service

Sunday 2 November sees our annual All
Souls candlelit service, at 4pm at St
Andrew’s & St Cuthman'’s. Please come
along if you wish to remember a
relative or friend who has died, and to
light a candle in their honour.

Please note: there is no 6pm Reflections
service this month.

Photo by Gilles Detot on Unsplash



Saint of the Month - November

St CECILIA, MARTYR (¢ 200-230)

ecilia was a Roman subject and a

Christian. She was espoused to a
pagan called Valerian and, during the
wedding ceremony, she sat apart
singing to God and praying that she
might stay faithful to her Saviour.
Valerian respected her virginity and
converted to Christianity as did his
brother, Tibertius.

The brothers were arrested in about
the year 230 and were martyred for
refusing to make a sacrifice to the
Emperor Alexander Severus. When
Cecilia came to bury the bodies of her
husband and his brother she too was
arrested by the Prefect Turcius
Almachius who condemned her to death
for also refusing to make a sacrifice to
the Emperor. After being struck three
times on the neck with a sword she lived
for a further three days.

Cecilia was buried in the Catacomb of
Callixtus in Rome and, later, her body
was transferred to the church of Sancta
Cecilia in Trastevere. The church,
constructed in the fourth century, is
reputedly built on the site of the house
in which she had lived.

Parish Registers

Baptism
Maddison Mihai (19 October)
Funerals

Her feast day is 22 November and,
because of the story of her singing at
her wedding, she became the patroness
of music and musicians. Many
composers have written music in her
honour including Benjamin Britten who
was born on her feast day and wrote the
Hymn to Saint Cecilia based on a poem
by W.H. Auden.

St Cecilia, patron saint of music, from a portrait by
Guercino in the Dulwich Picture Gallery

John Clough Waters (22 September, d. 3 September)
Zoe Anne Fricker (23 September, d. 2 September)
Vanessa Timms at Ashurst (24 September d. 30
August)
Gillian Mary Downham (7 October d. 30 August)




Isla’s experience at RSCM Residential Course

I n his will of 1936, Archibald Cheale left
£600 to the vicar and churchwardens
of Steyning Parish Church to be invested
in trust, the income of which was to be
given to the choristers of the church
twice a year. Part of this income could
also be used to support a choir boy or
girl when attending a choir course.l am
delighted to report that our youngest
chorister, Isla Humphreys, was able to
attend a week-long Royal School of
Church Music (RSCM) course at
Kingswood School in Bath this summer
thanks to that provision in the Cheale
Fund. Isla received an excellent report
from her course and house tutor and her
own description of the course continues
in the next column.

Brian Sawyer

etween 18 and 24 August, | was

lucky enough to attend the RSCM
Bath Course. It was an amazing
opportunity to sing in multiple churches
as well as Bath Abbey, together with
children from other churches and
schools from throughout the United
Kingdom.
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The course
involved a busy
timetable,
starting at
7:45am with
morning prayer,
then at 8:50am a
warm-up and full
rehearsal,
followed by musicianship classes and
house practice before lunch. More
rehearsals in the afternoon, with Choral
Evensong or other performances before
dinner and time to relax and socialise in
the evening.

| sang many songs, including a solo in
a small group at the start of the
chorister piece | am the gentle light and a

solo duet in an informal concert. | also
sang Noble in B Minor, Ev’rytime | Feel the
Spirit, Day by Day and many others.

| had a great time and made lots of
friends, who | am still in contact with.
The experience was generously
provided by St Andrew’s and St
Cuthman’s, and | am very grateful to
have been able to attend. | appreciated
the technical advice which helped me
grow in confidence with my vocal range
and breathing over the week, as well as
developing my sight-reading skills and
understanding of different music styles.

Following the course, | am now keen
to progress and achieve my RSCM Voice
for Life Bronze Award and Red Ribbon.

Isla Humphreys




Church Flowers: Harvest Thanksglvmg

arol McKechnie writes: “Thank you

to everyone in the Flower Team who
helped with adorning the church so
beautifully for Harvest Festival. There
have been many appreciative thanks.”

Of course, decorating the church for

special occasions like Harvest
Thanksgiving doesn’t just happen. It
takes a lot of work by the flower
arrangers, as shown in these pictures
from Christine Aubrey.

Left: the altar
dressed for
Harvest;

Right: a display
at the back of
church

FLOWER ROTA FOR NOVEMBER
1 November and 8 November (Remembrance);
Elisabeth Harden
15 November and 22 November, Sandi Dibb
No flowers during Advent
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The Order and Medal of St Richard

As previously mentioned in these
pages, Dr Brian Hanson, a member
of the Steyning PCC, was one of a
number of people from across the
Diocese to be invested with the Order of
St Richard, given to lay people
recognised for their exceptional service
to the parish, the local community and
the Diocese.

Brian received one of the non-
parochial awards, in recognition of his
service to Steyning Grammar School and
the Steyning Grammar School
Foundation.

At the presentation, the Archdeacon
of Brighton and Hove, the Ven Martin
Lloyd Williams, said: “Brian has offered
wise and gracious leadership across the
Diocese, notably guiding Steyning
Grammar School through academisation
during the pandemic.

“As the lay chair of Storrington
Deanery, Diocesan Synod member and
former Bishop’s Council member, his
faithful service and Gospel witness have
strengthened
church governance
and unity at every
level.”

A separate and
even greater
honour was
bestowed upon
Brian by Bishop
Martin. The Bishop
said: “It is my huge
privilege not only
to make Brian a
member of the
Order of St Richard,

but also to bestow upon him the medal
of St Richard. This is reserved for very,
very few people and it was a privilege
earlier this year to present, as a member
of the Order, the medal to His All
Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew when he came to visit.

“This is recognition not only of Brian’s
tireless work within the Diocese of
Chichester but a lifetime’s work to the
Church of England in her legal
responsibilities, which he has taken very
seriously and still managed to be
cheerful and smile through all the
demands made on him.

“Our health and life, our mission, our
positive engagement with today’s
issues, founded on the solid
administration of the life of our church
owes so much to Brian Hanson. As a
diocese we have been privileged to
have him as part of our life and it is with
a round of applause | now present to
him the Order and the medal of St
Richard.”

Over 40 people from across the Diocese, including Dr Brian Hanson, recently
received the Order of St Richard at a ceremony in Chichester Cathedral
(Diocese of Chichester)



ello everyone, | just thought | would

bring you all some joy: as of 1
November it is only 54 days until
Christmas. That will fly by.

Talking of Christmas, we will be
holding our Advent Stir-Up again this
year after its success in 2024. if you
would like to get involved then please
do sign up at the back of church. We will
also be asking if people can help supply
the greenery for the wreath making.

Whilst we are on the theme of
Christmas, we are starting to think of
our services and the young people we
support in the parish. I would like to ask
for some financial support. We would
like to purchase new display boards to
be able to display school art work in the
church on a more regular basis. To do
this we need suitable boards. We would
be looking to raise £309 for these new
boards.

he Fire Pit Services are a different

style from our normal services; they
are a short service with time together at
the end toasting marshmallows and
getting to know each other. Our next
service is Sunday 9 November. Do come

and join us, as we would love to see you.

Families and Children

BOARD GAM
CAFE=

OPEN TO ANYONE OF ANY AGE, the
Board Game Café runs on the second
Tuesday of each month. It can be very
exciting. We have been seeing some
new faces over the last couple of
meetings of the board game café, some
of these being families. It is great to see
this now starting to become more
intergenerational so why not come and
try us out? There is a wide variety of
games for all abilities and interests. The
next session is on 11 November.

The traditional Advent Stir-Up happens on the
last Sunday before Advent, this year on

23 November. The custom was for families to
gather together when the Christmas puddings
were being made, with each member taking a
turn at stirring the pudding mixture and
making a wish.

The name is not actually anything to do with
stirring puddings. It comes from the collect for
the day according to the Book of Common
Prayer, which begins: “Stir up, we beseech
thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people”.
However since Victorian times this Sunday
has become associated with the custom of
preparing for Christmas together by making
the Christmas pudding.

With most puddingss now being shop
bought the custom is less common - and we
are happy to revive it on the last Saturday
before Advent, 29 November, when we can
gather in church, not only to make

puddings but take part in many other
Christmas-related family activities.
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Little Stars is growing with each

session and both groups are at " _ LITTLE o -
steady numbers. We are looking at .S.é””
new ways to start to share the 5

Christian message. We celebrated BUMP, EARY AND TODDLER GROUP
our first birthday, and handed out .
our new leaflets. During the end of - . o A o
October, we joined the churchyard '
team in planting some bulbs.

LITTLE STARS meets Mondays 1pm
to 2:45pm and Thursdays 9:30am to
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n the second half of

) ® 1.30am. October we
3 supported
@ = | the school
@ & ' with a
I prayer

spaces session where every
class came into the music
studio and had time to
experience prayer in different
ways and formats. We had
‘sorry sand’, ‘broken world’,
‘prayer wall’, “friendship flower’
and ‘the big questions’.
The ‘big questions’ gave the
children a chance to ask the
questions about faith and prayer
that they may never otherwise
get a chance to ask. With all the
EMBER questions we will be taking some
time to answer these as part of

'S CHURCH f
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Working for the future

fter Robert and | started to oversee

the work in the churchyard, we have
spent many a moment mulling over
future work to ensure the longevity of
our flora and fauna.

Planning was approved for work to be
carried out on thirteen groups or
individual trees, one of which has
already been attended to. Our Irish yew
to the North side had to be reduced by
30%, as the ivy had left it in a poor
condition, raising safety issues in high
winds. It looks bare at the moment, but
you can already see the shoots of
recovery on the inner branches.

Work to other trees needs to be done
now, to make sure thatin 20 years time
they will be manageable for whoever is
maintaining the grounds. Initially we will
be working alongside professional
companies, on the two groups of trees

siding onto our main path from the lych
gate. These need reducing in height and
density. Please do not be perturbed as
the work will be carried out slowly, with
a view to allowing room for growth in
the years to come.

| was asked recently “Will it look really
messy and ugly”’, my reply: “Possibly for
a while, but everything needs looking
after and that includes pruning for the
future.”

We have two years to complete the
works and all of this will cost money, so
with my brilliant team we will undertake
the work we feel we can manage, but
the larger works will carried out by
companies.

Alongside everything, we have a
planting scheme for numerous areas to
enhance the variety of plants. We have
been very lucky so far with people giving
wild flower seeds, bulbs and plants such



providing different habitats for all God's
creatures and a wonderful place to stroll
or sit in, surrounded by creation.

Simon Knowles

as violets from their gardens. All of the
plants/seeds are native varieties and
hopefully increase the amount of
insects, butterflies and bees visiting our

churchyard.

We believe in conservation but more Pictures show trees in the ch.u.rchyarf:l a? St .
. l . d Andrew’s & St Cuthman'’s, giving an indication of
Importantly regeneration as we need to the work necessary to manage and maintain them
build a firm platform for the future, (Simon Knowles)

Pastoral Care Team

Would you, or anyone you know, like a member of our team to:

e Offer a listening ear, or chat if you are lonely

e Give a phone call to help ease a heavy burden

e Be there just to listen to your concerns or worries?

Please don’t hesitate to be in touch and feel free to email:

care@steyningparishchurch.org or call 01903 813276.

Someone from the team is ready to be there at your side either by
phone or in person.

Our next grief café is in the Penfold Hall on Friday 14 November from 2pm until
4pm. Please feel free to join us if you are in need of support following a loss of
any kind. Tea and coffee and biscuits are served in safe surroundings.

Judie Thomson, Pastoral Care Co-ordinator
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Parish Pilgrimage to Chichester Cathedral

o celebrate the 950th anniversary of
the establishment of Chichester
Cathedral we held a parish pilgrimage.

On 16 October a group of 20 pilgrims
left Steyning by various means of
transport. We assembled at the Shrine
of St Richard where the Eucharist was
celebrated by Fr Mark ably assisted by
Benedict from the Cathedral vergers’
team. Fr Mark’s homily covered the
establishment of the Cathedral, first at
Selsey then in Chichester, and of
Steyning’s connection with Chichester
via St Cuthman. We were interested to
learn of St Wilfrid, the controversial 7th
century bishop and a key figure in Fr
Mark’s previous parish in Northumbria,
who converted the last pagan Anglo-
Saxon kingdom (here in Sussex) to
Christianity. It was an enjoyable and
moving service in this beautiful worship
space, with the dramatic Anglo-German
tapestry by Ursula Benker-Schirmer
behind the altar.

After the Eucharist, our group
dispersed for lunch and to explore the
cathedral including the Religion,
Rebellion & Reformation exhibition
charting the 950 years of Christian
establishment in Chichester. In the
Treasury we saw our Steyning silver
flagon (right) ‘The Gift of William
Michaell 1741’, two ‘porringer’ [
communion cups from 1683
and 1704 from Botolph’s and St
Nicholas Bramber respectively,
and an 18th century pewter
baptismal bowl from Ashurst.
All being kept safely but on
display for all to enjoy.

During the afternoon we gathered in
two groups in the North Transept to
meet our Cathedral guides to learn more
about the fascinating history of
Chichester Cathedral. With further time
to explore on our own, Jenny Toomey
was delighted to locate the tomb of
family ancestor Richard Durnford,
Bishop of Chichester 1870-1895 (see
below) and some of us visited the lovely
Bishop’s Palace Gardens which date
back to 1147-1148 and have recently
undergone a major refurbishment.

We met in ‘Cloisters’ the Cathedral
Refectory for a delicious Pilgrims Cream
Tea and the day ended with Choral
Evensong in the choir of the cathedral,
with lovely music and the backdrop of
John Piper’s vibrant tapestry behind the
high altar. We were welcomed as
pilgrims at the start of the service, and
included in the intercessions.

Back home after a long but
enjoyable day, we thanked Fr Mark
for the initiative to celebrate the
anniversary in this way, and Kate
Burnett for making all the
arrangements.

Sarah Lavery



End of an Era for Chanctonbury Chorus
SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER, 7:30pm, STEYNING PARISH CHURCH

n 6 December, Siobhan Denning

will be conducting her last concert
with Chanctonbury Chorus here in St
Andrew’s and St Cuthman’s.

Founded 44 years ago by Siobhan,
then a young music teacher at Steyning
Grammar School, this choir of local
singers has since staged 86 major
concerts, most of them in this church, as
well as singing at numerous other
events including the Steyning Festival,
the Steyning Christmas Market and at
the RNLI Lifeboat Station in Shoreham
and raised money for a number of local
charities including the Tower Fund.

A previous Chanctonbury Chorus concert in
Steyning Parish Church

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

THE ARTS SOCIETY, STEYNING

Siobhan Denning

For her last bow, Siobhan has chosen
a programme of Christmas music
covering more than 400 years, ranging
from Bach and Handel, both bornin
1685, to soprano soloist Lesley-Jane
Rogers’ settings of Ave Rosa Sine Spina
and The Little Road to Bethlehem,
written specially for the occasion.

The concert will open with Jauchzet
Frohlocket! from Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio and close with an extended
extract from Handel’s Messiah, but
along the way there will be pieces by
Corelli, Mozart, Lauridsen, Todd,
Howells and Whitacre.

To mark the end of an era, tickets will
be £15, available from Canon Nigel
Hartley.

David O’Dell
(tenor and treasurer)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

With a Little Help from Their Friends: the Beatles and The Art World

A talk by Barry Venning

Monday 10 November 2025, at the Steyning Centre, 10 for 10:30am.

Barry Venning explores the influence of the Beatles on the art world, including
photography and album covers, and remembering original member Stuart Sutcliffe
who, it is said, was a far better painter than bass player.



SGS Mission Week

he Revd Neill Stannard, who is

chaplain to Steyning Grammar
School as well as vicar of the 3Bs parish
(Beeding Bramber and Botolphs) is
behind a new initiative for a Mission
Week to be held at the school in
November. He shared the good news at
a recent meeting of the Storrington
Deanery Synod.

Prophets have been prophesying, and
revivalists have been charting moves
and waves of the spirit and it all points
to one thing: an awakening is happening
and it’s coming through our young
people. Churches across our nation are
awash with stories of young people
coming to know Jesus.

The Bible Society tells us that the
fastest growing market for Bibles being
purchased is from the under 24 age
group. According to a You Gov poll that
has been running for years, for the first
time since records began more young
people under 24 believe in ‘a god’ than
do not.

It seems as though the younger
generation has looked at what the older
generation has created (a world where
morality and truth are relative and we
can all do whatever we want) and they
have rejected it as false. Under the
bombardment of what they experience
in their lives and the hollowness it offers
they’re searching for truth. They are
looking for ‘a god’ and our mission is to
offer them Jesus.

Steyning Grammar School is over 400
years old and is the largest CofE school
in the country and the largest state
secondary school in the South East. It
covers a huge catchment area and

2025, 3-7 November

students come from vastly different
socio-economic backgrounds. It also has
state boarding houses and ranges over
four sites in three parishes — what a
mission field it is.

After its academisation a few years
ago Fr Neill was appointed as School
Chaplain and since then has developed a
small team of Christian volunteers
known as ‘assistant chaplains’.

The initiative began with prayer and
the chaplaincy team is now involved in
over 20 areas of the school, caring for
and supporting staff and students - all
with the aim of offering them the good
news. There is currently a programme of
regular collective worship, Christian
Unions and reflection spaces, and
pastoral care is on offer. During prayer,
there have been visions of beacons of
fire being lit in the darkest places and of
wells of water rising up in the
communities. The Holy Spirit is being
seen to move across this region and, as

Christians, we have been commissioned
18



to pass the good news onto the younger
generation. To bring freedom, healing
and life.

Fr Neill says: “It is so important that
we pray for peace over our young
people, that we speak the name of
Jesus over them, that we teach them
the Christian story, and that we give
them opportunities to authentically
engage with it. To encounter Jesus; so,
‘Mission Week’.”

This November sees the first Mission
Week. Alongside all the chaplaincy’s
work it will be one week, every two
years, where student and staff get to
fully engage with the Christian faith in all
manner of ways - from cutting edge
youth work to sacramental worship. The
aim is to make it feel like a festival week
—where God’s love, laughter, light, and
life flows through the school.

Through the assistant chaplains and
with support from seven partner
churches, the preparation and execution
of a large-scale mission has begun. Over
150 adult volunteers have signed up to
run safeguarding, admin, fund raising,
PR and more. Lz7, one of the country's
best-known and experienced Christian

bands, will join the school for the week.
They will see every student for an hour
during lesson time and students will
then be invited to an evening gig later in
the week. Prayer zones will be created
throughout the school where students
can visit. Encounter teams will roam
around the school sharing the good
news. Christians will be sent into RE
lessons for Q&A sessions and sharing
the Gospel. There will be a service of
Holy Communion.

After the week has ended, the
essential follow up begins with a Youth
Alpha Course after school in the weeks
following the mission, and a staff and
parent Alpha Course running alongside.

Fr Neill concluded: “Something quite
special is happening here which
transcends denominational boundaries.
Churches from the household of God
have come together in mission to share
the good news of Jesus with the youth
of the area.”

Storrington Deanery Synod has
pledged financial support for this
exciting mission.

Adapted from a presentation by Fr Neill

to the Storrington Deanery Synod
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Friday 21 November at 7pm for 7:30pm
The Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning

Oxen, Horse and Steam Power on Sussex Farms

Talk by lan Everest.

The fascinating story of oxen, horses and steam power on Sussex farms; their
impact on the countryside and the ‘modernising’ of agriculture with the arrival
of the first tractors. Doors open at 19:00 and there will be wine or sparkling
elderflower (monetary donations welcome) on arrival. There will also be a Bring

and Buy table with books.

Talk will begin at 19:30. Free to members and £5 for guests. All are very welcome

to attend.



Sussex

Wildlife Trust
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False Accusations

Missing sector spider, Zygiella x-notata © Graeme Lyons

From Hallowe’en bunting to
sensationalised stories, spiders have
an unfair creepy-crawly-villain
reputation. The shift into autumn often
reignites a focus on indoor spider
sightings, and with it a renewed batch
of clickbait fearmongering. Some of
those getting the worst of it are the
false widows.

Among six species of false widow
spider in the UK, three are most
common. The smaller of the two are
native; the Rabbit Hutch Spider and the
Cupboard Spider. The largest of the
three, at 10-14mm body length, is the
Noble False Widow. Although
technically non-native, this species is
pretty much part of the furniture, having
arrived in the 1800s. They are mostly
brown in colour with varying pale
shades and patterns on the abdomen,
which sometimes look ‘skull-shaped’; an
awkward addition to the PR nightmare.
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The latter two species
have been known to
deliver a bite to humans.
However, like most
spiders, they are not
typically aggressive,
sometimes biting in
defence when handled. As
ever, medical advice
should be sought if you
are concerned or
vulnerable, but the bite is
said to be comparable to a
wasp sting.

Despite the clue in the
name, false widows are
often aligned with Black Widow Spiders.
These non-UK species have a more
potent bite, which can causeillness in
humans, though to continue the
arachno-advocacy, they are similarly
passive in behaviour.

Noble False Widow, Steatoda nobilis
© Helen Burton



As with many vilified
creatures, alarmism can lead
to misidentification and
incorrect reporting. One
confusion species for the
Noble False Widow is the
Missing Sector Orb Web
Spider. One way to
differentiate them is by the
webs; the latter produces the
famous concentric circle style
(often with one sector
missing!) whereas Noble False
Widows create criss-crossing,
messy looking ‘tangle’ webs.

Contrary to the aspersions,
spiders make excellent house
guests. They are private, tidy
and keep unwanted flying
insects to a minimum, which is especially
helpful if you have houseplants. If you
have a spider in your home this autumn,
at best, leave them be and observe their
fascinating habits. If it’s necessary to
move them do so gently, using a glass
and piece of card, and carefully pop
them outside, preferably in a similarly
protective building, such as a shed, or
nearby vegetation.
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Example of orb web © Vanda Pellins

Tolerance and coexistence are vital for
effective conservation, whether in our
wider ecosystem, or in our own gardens
and homes. With our urban environment
expanding, we must continue to make
space for nature, especially those who,
like the false widows, are so wrongly
maligned.

Kerry Williams: Communications Officer,

Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust

Wednesday Coffee: Penfold Hall

&

chatting, too.

Elizabeth Brown and the Coffee Team
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Do join us in the Penfold Hall,
Church Street, Steyning, every
Wednesday morning, any time
between 10am and 12 noon. We
meet in the main hall.

Several of our visitors go to
church for the Wednesday
morning 11:30am service, but you can stay on

COME IN ...
PLEASE, FOR A
COFFEE OR TEA
AND A CHAT.

10-12 noon

IN THE PENFOLD
HALL

WEDNESDAY
MORNINGS




STEYNING PARISH CHURCH - Services for November

Sundays
8am 1662 Holy Communion Service (every Sunday)
9:30am Sundays 2, 23 and 30 November: Sung Eucharist with full choir.

Sunday 16 November, with the Music Group: a simpler communion
service, for all ages.

10:45am Sunday 9 November - Remembrance Sunday (no 9:30 Eucharist today)

4pm First Sunday (2 November): All Souls’ -tide candlelit service, to
commemorate those who have died

6:00pm Evening services:

Second (and Fifth, 9 and 30 November) Sunday:
said BCP /1662 Evening Prayer service

Second Sunday (9 November, weather permitting)
outdoor firepit service

Third Sunday (16 November) Choral Evensong, BCP [ 1662, for Patronal
Festival of St Andrew, with full choir and organ

Fourth Sunday (23 November) Taizé service

Fifth Sunday (30 November) From Darkness to Light carol service

Every Wednesday

11:30am Said Holy Communion (Common Worship)
(Fourth Wednesday, 26 November, with prayers for healing)

ST JAMES’S, ASHURST - Services for November

Sundays

10:50am Second Sunday (9 November) Remembrance Sunday Service
10:30am Fourth Sunday (23 November) Holy Communion

11am First Sunday (2 November) Zoom Matins

VICAR OF STEYNING ST ANDREW’S & ST CUTHMAN'’S
AND RECTOR OF ST JAMES’S ASHURST
The Revd Mark Heather LLB BA, Tel: 01903 879877
Parish Office Address: Penfold Hall, Church Street, Steyning, BN44 3YB
01903 813276; office@steyningparishchurch.org; www.steyningparishchurch.org
Parish Administrator: to be announced
Parish Office open: Tuesday to Friday 10am to midday

22




